; lenrrth m the larn'e hemt of* hlS 'brother

ma.rmer in"whieh’ he totichos the vast vanetv of sub‘]ectsf'

‘which ‘¢omes béfore him, or. the clear’ ‘though dry light
““which he shots his peculiar - views.  You cannot listen
to liim), whatever be your own vieys, ‘without acknow-
ledging in thie first place, that the ‘man is'quite sincere,
and, in the second place,: that his opinions, however er-
roneous, so far from'being a crude chaos (as tliey were

reprcsentcd to . us).are a rounded, total, dnd distinet, .
system, founded too,.on prodigious thought, reading, and
. investigation.

We now and then had to banish an idea
which obtrudcd jtself as we listened to, Mr. Thom.
©What a. barrister this gentleman had made, tar aw ay
from theology, of which_ the principles and laws lic'in
such short compass, and are so striet, definite; and com-

manding. - Has'he not lost the woolsack, and gained
what many think no more a pulpit than was the tub of

_ Diogenes? Andyes we cannob ‘but admire his talent

_and respcct his earncstness,” © Can our-readers conceive
about what this uctlve, strenuous, wrestling intellect is

* at present enrrarred? Itis on a long eh.box ate treatise
anent that grand prophctxcml punle, the. £ name and
number of the beast P “In his forthcoming “volume on
“that subject he has amassed a collection of - all the. opi-

nious ever  propounded,’ from  the.days, of. Irenieus: to': -

.those of  Lilliott, each fairly stated: nnd formally, though
- briefly contuted, along with a tlneoxy of his-ow n, which
‘dawned on i, he says, in an instaut,; and in an instant

'1ppcnrcd to d.l)‘ t o light not only on the panticular p'ls-’

‘sage buton the cntu‘(1 boolk,’ of whose bl'zcl\ areh it is,
‘according to him, the keystone.

its being the last and on]y e\pllcqtnon ofa depth which
50 _many prophcts and  righteous men have  desired in

vain to see; but it maJ be thls, ingenious it must be, -

and his volumc will at least fill up the desideratum long
felt by the student of prophecy of ‘a complete vade wie-
cum of all the views'which learned men-have;, we hum-
bly  think, wasted. their time:in framing. concernmg
what has little or  no practical: value, * unless it can be
“proved to do for the intricacies of the Apocalypse what
the simplicity of' Newton’s.system did for the confused
vortices in which the heavens were supposed to revalve.
But against this there are various antecedent probabili-
ties, for, in the first place, so far ‘as we dare speak on
such a subjoct, the difliculty connecterd with the number
of the beast scems rather to be one outstanding from the
scheme of the book than:the key of it all ; “hecause the
difticulty ‘connected with- the supposxtxon of this- being
“the l\cy is enhanced'by'its own inherent’' and threefold
obseurity ; and . bec'msc thereé- are many i probabilities
“against the supposition ‘of one key turning so many

- locks as the complicated structure of. the Revelation jn- -

cludes.” But:we speak -in "the dark; we have great
-fuith in Mr Thom’s-ingenuity, and much impatience for

its finished result, only wondering somewhat at the sub- :

ject which a reasoner so acute and with sucha strong
tendency to moral themes: has selected.

We enjoyed avery favourable opportunity of hmrmg_

Dr. ugh Macneil, the Tion- of Liverpool, in the scene
of his glory, the Amp}utheatre, where. he lind often be-
fore and once again to triumph over his most formidable
foes, even when they mdudcd common sense, common

Justlce, :md commou hum.

) ture]y, for his owrl fame ‘and for h)s couut;ry, but hves .
: - place stxmulatmg, as'siggoestive

~in‘the & -ateful estéem of all who:knew him, and at full: g
Ib is 1mpossx-
* both in keeping. *Tlhc subje

“all the little g\'oups which " had thnesscd that pictuare,
to instruet thom 'in its history and ‘to. draw: from’ thcv
ring m[’euouues o

“was, in the fiest: place, very necessary, for hom names

. haps the best mimetic ministor of the duy.
great dlﬂlcu]ty procured aticket, and with ‘morc diffi= o

‘to analyse and. classify the audience.

cothat an) Insh maob in. ccrtmn cncmnat'mccs, xmtl in
“tain, moods, moving to'such o, performer’ sy ng O Con- B

- This theory, of cotirse, .-
“he wouldnot .explain; nor, are “we 3o smwmnc as heof ||
{|" “arithmetic into the mngmﬁccn(;—m ‘the, other
‘byn.smnhr process, would cease fo be surprising ; be- -
"cause in the one case the parts are casily and cheerfally
lost in the conception of the whole, while i the other

- preceded, attended,

nier triamphs, but tlie sub)cét '

ment, an’ unb]ushmg claptrap.
the seven bisiops-had been long
and had attmctcd great; '1ttenhon.' )

‘To collect’into

plctme certain solid no-popery; electi

.~

rous evidences we were morally certain that a very large
portion of ‘that iminense multitude had never heard: of.

even after seoing’it continted ; slmm(,fully' ignorant of
their history; and again it was lilkely, to be excecdingly

useful to the doctoi’s eause ori the ove of n'géneral clee-
tion, and gave’ him- still far ther an opport.umty of ‘dis="7:
playing, in an imposing style, . thase peeculiar, powers of =

matter, voice, and manner; which constitute “him' per
MHaving with

culty a seaf, we sot ourselves, ere the lccturm uppc'uul
It was nmmtestly
a most,motley. throng, on ' the whole odd’ and paltry. in
its component p’u‘Ls,‘.md yct, as olten happeis; nmgmh—
cent in its own result. \Io great 'mass of hunnm bungq
ean be aught but, sublun ns subhme, perhaps, | ‘thotigh
composed “of the moancs
sembly of heroes. Why is'this?. What is the,

nell, rises’ to Lhe ne plus wltra of gmndeur 2 Why'w
an .Lssembly of nngels h.u’d]y morg impress us 2
causo in‘the one case "surprise  becomes sixlbl'im',g,v
surprise” of finding the, mean muliiplied: as | by

they would not so readily consent to rosign, their mdnu-

“dual worth and excellence ;, beeause 'a certain pity, and

patlios’ adheres to the ‘Hg]lb of .all ' combined msxgmf‘--

-cance, and “heeause - over all multitudes of ~men : thero
“hungs, consciously or unconsciously, the grandeur of the
-idea ol 'donth, and, consequently, the shadow of eternity.

Over what meeting of demi-gods; however frequent and
full, could Xerxes have wept.the - tears he'wapt, or ut-
terod the exclamation e used, as he looked at his five

millionsand remembered that in a hundred years thoy
were to be nomore:? It was but a field of thick grass

‘on which he gazed; hut it shone and "lltt(.x'cd into glory

in‘the lustreof the seythe of death ! In one word; the

* imagination' has' more.scope in a congrcgntxon of the
“'mean than of the lofty ; and on the same principle itis

that-moors and mount’un.ﬂ, composed of “materials in
themselves' uninteresting, expand - and - brighten - into

‘menaning and beauty, which no wilderness of “sweets, no
mountains of myrrh or valleys of frankincense, could -

ever “yield. Thus pondering and: perspiring,. amid a
mingled mass of men, children, and ¢ old .women’ - of
both sexes, of Macneil’s friends, foes,” and neutrals, we
waited for.the hero of the hour. 'In atdast he stepped,

suceeeded, and..almost . buried,

among the Omngo«chte of the city. Clnn-deep llc stood
in ﬂat,f,crers, as “the martyrs of old in . flames., .

ni.xtcrml.s, asif iy were' un us- |

" the Seven Blshops till as the’ sub)ect ‘'of the picture,and ..

nblmnt),‘

B

‘Emer- -
ging from this, he came forth really & sturdy conﬁ,s_sor, :




