
CANADIAN DRUGGISt T,

iiacitst, wh1o iiust always study, pa
thronigh IL preparatory stage, mud obtaini
diplomal Apart frotm the expenses i
curred during his studies, lih imust al
disburse suilieient capital to buy or coi
mence a business. Ougit not ail this
be repaid hime? Does it count for not
in.g thmat he is obliged to reside continua
ly it. his pharimacy, and he awakene
smiddenmly by the Iighit bell ringing f
him to go to the aid of soie drum nkard 1
the victimli of somer iocturnal aray.
lie shouid rIfuise to lo this, people do nli
iesita:te to lie gi-ossly abusive; and 1
siles, whenl he ihas atteided tihus in th
Ilimdhi. of tiet miglit to ainbiody, the nio
turnlo visitauit is api to depait withîot
tiankiii g Inimi, and withou t paying for th
imiiedicaimeits and att entions supplied.
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fin the phariimacist the public is wviilin
to see onily a sin.ple t radesiman whio take
some pincheles of powder fromte a Ibottie
weihs theim, and sells thei m for tirce o
four i imtes tleir' inutriiic vaile. The,
vill nsot Lake accoiuàt of the kIowledg

wici h l as been obliged to acquire ii
order to ecogie ani miaiipuilate sub
staines vich are often daigerous, tnd
wçithon t committLing a ei-roi which igh
cost t lie life of lis client. Tis knowledg
aind9 skiff people do nlot wisi to pay for
but. suih a iosition is mi.itier Ilust nos
logical. Thie pliariîacist is, above ail, 1
liai of sciunce. h- is from his shiop -and
laboratory tihat tls, prinicipal chemuical
discoveries of moderni tiies have proceed.
<!d. i-siueis him, how 111nu1y elmeiuists are
thei. i There are somîe in tiie n:amiesi ii
and in% the faculties, but in the country
there is n1o one except the pharumacistf to
perfonunu anialyses, act as a legal expert,
and underftake scientific inivstig'ationis.
Nevertheless, peoplea cliig to the opinion
that lue ga1ins too tiiulchs oni whiat he sells,
especially if thearticlis be specialties.

it s sel., hîowe-er, if it ie true, as is
pmeteided, that let' d1oe.s gain too smuuchi ail
these.

-ruE reoi'rr ois sr'xcrmTs.

A specialty is a miedicinial preparation
sold in large quantities, hy the aid Of
advertiseients in which the iniventor ex-
tois its novel and beneliccent qualities.
The iaterials of vhich these specialties
are coiimposed cost next to nothing, it is
frequently said, anid the prepamtions
yield a profit of sone sixty per cent. Ii
thisq, however, we iave but gross error
antd prejuidice. Listen to M. Jogelot on
this point. lie says, "luher is a speciaity
o1lered at five francs. I amui quite willing
ta admit (what is not always the fact)
thmiat it inay cost the maker but two francs.
Do youî imagime thatthe diflitrence, about
tiarce fraics, goes imto the pocket of the
phariacist who retails it i It should be
evident that the nmaker widi not sell at ab.
solute cost price. le lias licavy expenuses
to pay which raise the cost to hiii froni
two to three francs, and if lie reserves a
profit of twenty to twenty-five centimes,
ho s ctius able to sell to the retailer at
thmee francs, twenty-five centimes. Well,

.ss it is exclaimed. there is still a good enoug
a margin of one frmac, twenty-i e een

n- tiies ! Yes ! if the article is sold at fu
so price ; but overyonîe knows nlow that up
mi- on specialties the deduction to custoimer
to is at least twenty per cent., which reduce
h- the actual retail price to four francs an
LI- the profit to seventy.five centimes. Thei
*d by way of opposition, there mnay bu a firm
or wihiclh selIs at tihree franes, sevent.y.fiv
or centiies ; a ieigh bori imeiai nititeiy re
if duces his price to tihrce francs, lifty cot
ot timecs, its.1 somietimies still lower, so than
e ultimately the retailer only gains soni
se thrie or four sous towards his general ex
C. penises, loss by breakage, and the risk o
et badiets"
se s.r \,r.n :.znaroxor Tirmc înura AcIsr

See, tihen, to what the pretended profil
of eixty per cent. reallyaiîmounts. As foi
the waonsale mufacturer, lis profit ol

s four or five sous oily becomnes of iiport,
ance if le iakes a large n1umîber of sales,

r to do which lie miust. expend large sums
y for ad vert ising expeises and turns over a
e capital of several huindred thousand
Sfracies. Now, as the pharmuîacist very

rarely has such a capital at his disposai,
lie is obliged tO have recourse to sleeping

t parmners, who take a great paît of the
e prolit-. To sumt up, the pharmiacist,

tlhoue.ghm in a senîse both scientist and
trad.esman, does Iot receive the i remuner.
ationi of a tradesmîîan, and tlhis is notjust,
Tihe exorbitant profits iiputed to iimii-.
tie ex tortioiate charges formîîerly ascribed
to the ohl apothiecaries witih which lie is
in tures reproached-do not exist, exeept
in the wikdest iiagination.
EFIFEcTs F OP COMMTITICN AND IIASEI.-sS I'nF.-

.Ummc.
We exist during a period of coniînercial

crises, of extremie competition. froni
which the pharmllacist, wholesale or retail,
does iot know how to escape aiy more
t.ian *others. The struggle to obtain a
living is a reality for hiiii as weil as for
all other tradesnien, and reduces him as
miuch as then to a muere pittance. But
prejtdices against himîî persist, non the
less. People never visit him for diversion
but only whein they are ill and in time
worst of tempers. That "it is better to
go to the baker's thant to the druggist's"
is proverbial in all countries. Literature
and the draima have mmade the piarmiacist,
the subject of easy pleasantries, but he
continues neverthbelesss to render consider-
alle service to the public which abuses,
him, though one truly needs a special in-
clination nowadays to follow a career so ili
renuierated. «Ÿith regard to ail the
scandals related conmcerniinîg it, what has
beei stated here is the real truth regari-
iig theimi.

Pili-Coating.

The following is M. Fautl's method for
pil.coating :-The pilla arc uniformily
m11oistenied with a iiquid conposed of one
part of glycerin and two parts of strong
alcolol ; they are then rolled in a suffici-
ent quantity of impalpable powder, cont-

l posed of saccharin, 4 p. ; gumit tragacanitih,
. 2 p., and potato st-arCh. 1 p. leimiovo th

Il excess of powder by lmeams of ia sieve, and
. repeat the operation. To have the pills
s wiite, they are then ioistened with gly-
s cerii, 1 p. ; ether 2 p., and rolled in a
d powder couimposed of equal parts of talc
1, and carbonate of calciîum. The following

are the author's formiulas foi, respectively
P cacao and gelatin coatiig : I. Cacao, 2
. P ; saccharini, 2 p., and guim tragacath,
- 1 p, IL. Gelatin, 11 p. ; saccharin, 5 p.;
t distilled water, 24 p.-Pharn. WlTeckblal,
e through Jour. eé Pharm. d' Anrers.

- Cathartic Acid.

Gensz points out that the usual results
. obtainied in tie extraction of this body

from seIMa le-aves are not correct. Kol-
hy's experiments yielded only 2 grammes
from 2 kilos. of leaves. ut the amnor-
pilous substance he obtaineid was blackisi
and of uincertain action, and Stockmiian
gives :tn account of a imuch yellower pre-
paration. The author gives as his proce'ss
the following : Two kilos of smea leaves,
not powdered, are treated with hlot water
for 24 hours and pressed. The ext-act is
evaporated in vacuo. The residue is imixed
with an equal volume of 95 per cent. alco-
hol and well shaken occasionally for a
day. The soluble portion is takei ofl; and
the treatinent repeated with a fresh quai.
tity of alcoiol. The filtered solution is
now treated with neutral acetate of lead.
The precipitate is worked well and îmixed
to a thin paste with alcoliol, and then
treated with H..S. Excess of H1.S is
irivei off by exposure to ti atmosphere.
After drying the residue, the sulphide of
lead is treated with alcohol. The alcoiolie
solution is filtered off and imixed witih
etlier, which precipitates the acid as a
golden yellow powder. After drying this,
it is redissolved in alcohol, filtered off,
and dried once mort at 50° C. If further
purification is needed, it can be dissolved
in 40 per cent. alcoliol and precipitated
agamin with ether. Thus obtained, in an
apparently pure state, the yield is 12 to
1o graniiines fron the two kilos. Rt is an
amorphous powder, of a yellow color,
soluble with difliculty in cold, but easily
in ]hot water, and easily so iim 30 percent.
alcohol. It is insoluble in ether, benzene,
chloroforin, and petroleunm etier. It
Icaves no ash, and an elemientary analysis
assigns to it the formula O3,Ia 3 N0,s.
The author puts forward this formula,
iowever, with reserve, and admits the
possibility of the body being obtained in
the future 4n a crystaline, and therefore
purer state.-P/irm. Post.

C.AY As AN Excipirxrr FO1 TAiR PILLS.
-The Scmaine it cdical, of May 13th,
gives a process for preparing tar pilla con-
tainiig the maxinmun quantity of active
ingredient. I is due to Ivanoff. Re
uses clay as the excipient, of which a very
smiall quantity is sufficient to give the pili
a proper consistency. Small pilules cant
be thus obtained containing almiot two,
grains ôf tar. They are preerved ia
lioorice powder.
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