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TRUTH.

Ausic and the Do,

¢ Marina,”

 an thoroany good thing como out of
Nazaroth 7" Tho question sceptically ask-
ed by Nathaniel of old, has beon ropeated
through all tho ages siuce, in various
shapes and disguises, and, liko tho other
scriptual saying, that “‘a prophet is with-
out ] onor in lus own country,” has pass-
od into a proverb. Itisto tho truthhid-
den in tho above well hnown passages
that we must attribute tho utter indiffor-
enco oxhibited on the part of our citi-
zens to the first production hero of the
first really Canadian operatic work. Had
it been somo sensational American,
dramn—some spectacular leg show —or
sozo trashy melo-drama of English low
life, no doubt our people would have
turned out in their hundreds for a woek.
But it was 2 mero Canadinn attempt,
not worth buthering about ; and so thoy
did not even tako Philip's advico to Na-
thanicl, **Come and see.” Had thoy done
so thoy would havo found that it is quite
possiblo for & Canadian author to possess
a share at least of tho talent which they
scem to think belongs of right to English
and American writers. Evenwith all the
disadvantages attendant npon a first pro-
ductien by an amateur company, it was
casily seen that, *Marifa, the Fisher-
man's Daughter,” wigh all its faults and
shortcomings, pessessed not a fow of the
clements of success. Tho music, while
not boasting of nuch originality, is bright,
pleasing and “‘catchy.” Some of the num-
bers—for example tho ““Grenadiers’ Cho-
tus,” * Seo the Dawn,” and ¢ Spreading
tho Net,”bid fair to becomo especially
popular.  The libreito will require much
rovision. It wants brightening up, and
* Yoiling down,” but oven in 1its present
state, in tho hands of a professional com-
pany, it could be made a success. In
tho hands of an amateur company it Jacked
tho *‘go " and spirit which a professional
company would havo imparted to it
Yevertheless it must bo said the com.
pany, all things considercd, did very
well, and whatever success was attained
was certainly duo to Mra. Obernier, who
certainly worked hard, and under very
distressing circumstances, to sccure its
success. Being an amateur company,
howover, it would be scarcely fair to
criticise.

¢ Tho Dovil's Auction” is * Tho Black
Crook with a differenco. There is tho
samo story—old as the world itsclf—of
the fight for supremacy betweon good and
ovll, with the final triumph of the former.
Tho litcrary part of the work is about ss
fooblo and trashy as could bo expected,
bt tho scenery, the vostaming, tho me-
chanical cffects and transformations are,
in many wavs, superior toanything of the
kind yet produced here. Al spectacular
picces, howorer, are 1om or less alike,
and there is no apocial need foran oxtend-
«d notico of the proscnt production. The
Iarge caat of chatacters are all in good
Jands. Mesars. Maffitt and Bartholomew
570 ospecially clover, and ono or two of
the others are deserving of more than a
mere word of praise.  As regands tho
Ballet, with the exception of tho Yozenck
dance, thero is nething cither very now
or striking atvut it.  The prvmicres are,
however, exodllent, and will boar eom.

parison with any othors that havo visitod
Toronto. Takon altogether **Tho Devil's
Auction” is ono of tho finest spectacu-
lar pioces placed on the Toronto stage.

Gilbort & Sullivan’s Jatest production,
tho **Princoss Ida,” wlich Mr. Gilbert
calls *‘a rerpectful porvorsion of Temmy-
son's Princess,” was brought out at the
Tifth Avenuo Theatre, N. Y., Mondny
last. ‘Tho piece had boen thoroughly pro-
pared and evory attontion given to cos-
tumo and docoration to insure a complete
ropresontation.  Miss Cora Tanner made
hier first appearanco as a vocalist, having
herctofore bLeen known to the stage
only asanactross. Miss Eily Coughlan,
Mias Mary Beobo, and Messrs. Brocco-
lini, Rf'loy, Rising, wand otherswell known
to English oporatic stago were in the caso.
Lho Sun says:—*'Lvery whore the work is
full of reminiscences. Veryfow composers
aro ablo to freo themselves from manner-
isms. This is notably the case with Sulii-
van. His share in the work scems to be
tho effort of a man whoeso vein of melody
of the kind called for by Gilbert's jingling
rhymes is well nigh oxhausted, but whose
skill as a 1nusician comes to his rescue
and enables him by skilful harmonic
treatment and carefully constructed con-
corted music to make up for tho
Inck of freshness in the melodics,
Tho opera is strewn with the happiest
efforts in this direction, trios, quartettes,
quintottes, and chioruses all in Sullivan's
best manner, while great attention has
been given to the orchestra, in which
somo of tho mast enjoyable parts of the
opera are to be found. On tho whole,
thero is quite enough in the work to make
it go. 1t will never havo tho voguo that
somo of 1its predecessors have enjoyed,
but every ono who has a fancy for the
kind of opera that Gilbert and Sullivan
have demised should go to hear this, and
1o ono can fail to find cha.sum and enter-
tainment in it. It will not createo asensa-
tion. but it will certainly daim a largoe
share of public attention and commenda-
tion.

In viow of tho calamity which has be-
fallen Cincinnati, Col. IIapleson has de-
cided to postpono the opera season which
was to begin there on Monday, and his
entire company will remain in Chicago
this week. At tho suggestion of Mes-
dames Patti and Gerster, ho will givo a
special performance in aid of the sufferers
by tho tloca.

Our readers need scarcely bo reminded
that tho Irving engagement commences
on Thursday next, the 21st.  Following
is tho reperfoire :—Thursdny—the Bells,
and tho Bello's Stratagem; Friday—
the Merchant of Venice; Saturday ma-
tineo—Charles I.; Saturdsy night—Louis
XL, in threo acts, and Bello’s Stratagem.

Tho ten or fifteen thousand thestre-

ocrs who have gone wild over Clara
orris’ acting in St. Paul and Minne-
apolis during tho past ten days are pro-
bably not awaro that this great *“Ameri-
can’’ actress is a Canadian. Such is the
case, howover.  Clarais a Torontogizl.

Dion Boucteault, the famous author-
actor, will appear at the Grand Opera
Houso noxt Monday, for threo nights, in
his own impersonation »f his own crea-
tion The Shavahranun,

Nat. C. Goodwin will appear at tho
Fourtcenth Street TheatroN. Y., on Feb.
235, in a now iarcical comedy ontitled
‘“\Varranted.”
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When one leaves truth and henor ho
loaves genuine suocess.

Tho great rule of meralcondust ix, next
to God, to respoect time.

Twelvo million clocks wero manufac
tured sast yearin the United States.

No actisn will bo eensidered as blameo-
loss unless tho will was 30, for by the
will tho ast wasdictated.

They whndn spoak ill of themselves,
do 30 mmly as the surcat way of pmwr.
iny how modest and candid they aow.

THE YAGARIES OF FASHION.
Curious Origin of Bome Htyles in VQs.m
Among Men

Ono of the wost amusing inconsisten-
cies of fashion may be seon overy day on
men's foet. & woull bo conaiderpd the
hoight of vulgarity at preacnt for agentlo-
man to present hiteself in o parlor or hall
room with his boots arawn outside of his
troursers.  Indoed, tho lino botween
castorn rofinomone and backwoodscoarse-
ness is no bottor diawn than by tho wear-
ing ol this onoarticle of dress.  Notwith-
standing thiz, it was for many ycars the
only way to wear the articles in question;
evon those leadors of the mnode, Brum.
mell and tho feurth George, wearingthoir
top-boots, or ‘‘Hessians,” as they wore
sowetime called, in thic mannor. It was
not until the duko of Wellington, while
Sghting Napoleon's armies in Spain, dis-
covering that thoe Sancy andtasseled tops
of his mon'’s boots nud become soiled and
worn by the rough roads, ordered them
to draw their trousers over them, and the
present stylo of boot, at first 2alled **Wel-
fingtens,” after theirillustrious inventor,
woro worn.  Being made to wear under
tho trousers, tho zize of tho leg was re-
duced, the tasscls loft off, and tho turn-
ing over of tho tops was no longor prac-
ticable. A xelic of tho lattor, however,
remains in the insortion of & bit of color]
ed morocco in the front of most boots c-
tho present day.

The cdoption of different styles of
wide-awako hats in this sountry on the
arrival of Kossuthisrcmembered by many
readers. His advent also restored the
beard to favor, ~ Anglo-Saxons for one
hundred years haviug agomingly forgotten
that it was neither necessary nor wise o
undergo a daily scraping,

‘The “‘sana culottes’ (without breeches),
socalled in derision, wero thus designat-
cd because of their wearing the néwly-
adopted taloon (not trousers) and
making other important changes in dross,
such as discarding hair-powder, long
coats, boots, and shoe-buckles, ote., of
tho court party. A degree of aimplicity
in dress carried to ridiculous cxtremes
was inaugurated at tho beginning of the
“reign of terror,” but the good cffect is
fclt to this day. During tho last cen-
tuary boys dressed nearly like men, and
the “pantaloon,” a straight, stove-pipe
shaped garment, was first tricd on their
limbs.  These gave way in timo to the
“trousers,” now in  us3 misnamed
“pants” by us, and it would secm that
fashion in this garment, as in man
others, is going to repoat itsclf, as for
somo ycars past our small boys havo ir-
dulged in knickerbockers, u sort of knee-
breeches, and many persons advocato a
rcturn to them for grown people. It is
not at all improbable that ere auJtherdo-
cado the dudo will bo as proud of his
well-padded calves as the raacaroni of
177G, or the dandy of a fow yo 18 agowas
of his “springtop pants” and patent-
leather boots.—Boston Globe.

A Tankee Skipper in China.

Wo left Hong Keng by cne of the huge
Americn paddle boats which ply night
and moming between tho English fort-
ress and the Chincso city of Canton. The
steamer, built in Glasgow, was construct-
cd on tho American river pattern, and
sccnacd to bo mado of cardboard, rather
than o wood. Its captain, a Yank
assu~od me sho was so light ho thought
shocould go over Jand in a shower of
nain.  Sho_cerfainly drow very litte
water indeed.

As woprepared to start at cvening, a
thick fog camo on, 30 denss that only a

att of the vessel conld bo scen at a time,
theught this would induce our skipper
t» stay awhile, for I knew thoriver was
fullof boats, barges and junks ; butX did
nnt then know the gentleman,  He, sit-
ting astride a rail, smeking a hugo apar,
was awinging hislegs backwards and for
wands, and spitting actoss the deck, when
1, having depasited my bag in tho cabin,

went to a3k himif ho thought we should

start that evening. “‘Guess no,” was the
rompt repiy. “But the fog is vory
onse,” I ropled. *Yes, but that don't
amount to muoh,” said he, ‘‘wo shall lot
‘her xip,” ard hix looks quitebore outthis
asscriion,

There were at thonoment kundreds of
Chinamen coming aboard. As thoy did
80, two clerks potmicod down upon themn
for money. Moat could pay, othiers could
nob ; but whore a man was short of cazh,
ho quietly gave up his hedding, or his
coat nnd shovs, in considoration for his
voyage, to bo oither redecraed oventually
or gold, as tho caso might bo. Tho cash
went ino a box, tho clothes or
bedding, made up into neat bun-
dles, Quly docketed and oxrtered, bo-
ing carried zvay. There was no noise,
every transaction went on quictly ; tho
giving up of wearing apparel as faro was
ovidently the most ordinary circumstance;
when a man objected, ho was, to use the
Yankeo skipper's parlance, ‘¢ fired out;™
that is, sct ashore. By soven o’clock the
last Colestinl was aboard, and wo wero
moving off in the fog. Darkness of night,
added to the denso mist, mado the track
appear impenctrablo to my unaccustomed
oyes, but tho two Chinamen who held the
wheel, and who I was told were very ex-
pericnced pilots, were ovidently quite at
home.

In vain I tricd to descry the shoro of
thn river, or sco any object twenty fect
ahead—on went the steamer; the Ameri-
canwas“‘lettingherrip,” as he said,and we
were ovidently on the right track. Thvico
I felt the eraft bump agninst something,
but no shado of surpriso ever crossed tho
faces of thoimperturbable Celestials at the
wheel. They had their orders—Iliko
Mark Tiwain’s cabmen, who once drove
Horaco Greely—and they swerved for
nothing. And theso wero **only China-
men,” whom Europeans choose to look
down upon. I question whother any
E.glishman could have found his way
tbrough that fog. At length, after four
hours, the cloud lifted and wo could sce
our way. The flat uninteresting country
stood out clearly in the moanlight, and
wo flew by at a great speed. Now and
then a junk or n boat would get in our
way, but they had to get out of it as best
they could ; our pilots wero not inclined
for trifling, and we moved straight on.
Wo conld hear tho occupants of the junks
stying ssmething which did not sound
liks compliments, but that did not mat-
ter; thetr good wishes affected ncither
vur captain nor his crew—tho steamer

stop for nothing.—Canion Lctler in

Y | Zondon Telegraph.

Sho noglects her heart who studies her
glass.

I considor that man to be undono who
is inscnsiblo to shame,

Tho history of all tho world tells us that
immoral mcans will ever intercept good
¢nds.

Wo have already given away nearly
$1,500 worth of prizes in theso Bible
rowards. Thosoofforedin another coluien
will increase tho swount to over §2,060.
Try for that Silver Toa Servico or somo
of thoso Geld or Silver Watches or
Books.
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