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TRE SCOTT ACT.

I. WVHAT IT 1% ANI) WIIAT IT V; NOT.

J)/ lWe Buryws, Toronto.

IVIIAT TIIE ACT IS.

lit Ils a statuitory, permissive law, giving powver to the
rnajority of the elcctors to prohibit, the granting of litenses fer the
sale of initoxicatinug liquors at the iext floiglicensing session.
pro4'idcd tlrnt live0clear rnonthis clapse betwveen the date o' ]le votc
and the fir.3t of Ma. folloing.

Et lns a lamw î,at0e41 by the 1)oininion Parlianient, in 1878,
nnd supported Iby the preserit Oovcrninent, which lias resisted at-
teînpta to impair its eflicicncyV by vicions aisindmrents, anid lias sus-
tained an aplpealR case throu 'I the courts of Canaida nff througlî the
Privv Çouneil, tlîus csalsdgits conistitntionalitv.

li1# irthblttouy so fair as thie coninon sale of initoxicat-
ing liquors is concernied. Whiere adopted the sale of intoxicating
liquors for beverage purposes is absolute)3' illegal.

Et On a rea54.fab1&r laiwb provi(ling for certain require.
nicnts. The AcL provides that diuggists niny bc liccnsed to supply
liquor-for mnedicine, under a doctor's prescription; for sacrameuntal
purposes, under a clergynnrn's curtificate; or for niechianicul pur-
poses, under a certificate signed by two justices.

il ts ln n Act cuuforceul by Ji jvy'3 penalties, viz.: For tie
first offen c, not less than S50; fur the sccond offence, not, lcss thian
$8100; for the third and cach subsequent ofl*ence, two inonthis' iin-
prholinient.

Nt En i a Act brobvlisag for its owil cuflorceilent to a
ereater extent, tlian 8fl.y liquor lau' evcr previotusly pnsed. IL. is

1~
INTEMPERANCE AND I..FE INSURANCE.

The advocates of teniperince have Strong allies in the lifo insuranco
conmpanies, the mianagers of wliicmare ini a position to practically judgc the
evils of excessive drink. According to the journal of Inebriety-, the iol
knowa tact tliat lifé insur:unce conipaffies find excessive înortalit) ia their
risks in certain sections of the Southi and Southwest lias hîcen the subject
of sonie investigation lid>'. Several of thc Hlartford coinlpanies who have
exarnined the filets have found Umat tlhis inorîaliîy canil Jirectly froînl in-.
elîriety, anmd was due to UIl liberai interpretation of aie agents, %lîo did flot
roalize that any risl, of inebriety %vas perilous unlcss thie insurcd iîad
suffèecd froni delirium tremens inany tinies. No use of alcoliol, citer
moderato or occasionally iiuuîuoderaie, %ms ttiouglit to bo dangerous. T'he
agents and examiincrs lîad nu clcar conception of alcohiol, anid trcatcd the
companues vievs as extreme. 'l'le rcsult: %vas that siiecial examiners Nvere
sont fri the home office ho cancel, ail thc risks of $xo,ooo and upward where
insurcd were found using alcoliol to any excess. Finally some of the coin-
panies witidrew ilicir agents altugetlier anid do not solicit business ini cer-
tain sections In one case twetity-cight deatbs wec al] traced to the ex-

* cessive use of alcohol and were ail paid, simply because it was cîmeaper ho
sertle than to contest. At a receat meceting of the Tennessee State B3oard
of H-ealth, the Secrehary reportcd thnt a Hartford life insurance companly
had ordered its agents ixot to issue any policies in six conUes of the State,
owing tu the excessive nîortality of te policy holders. The question
camne up of the cause of this niortnity; as no reports ndicatcd any special
disease in this section, a leiter was addresscd ta the Secretary of the coin-
pany ho know the reason. 'l'iîe answer was tiat from the aniount of in-
sured lives ia these co-iaties the average loss to, tic comnipies shomld be
about $68,ooo whcn, in fact, t %vas over $z5o,ooo-more than double the
loss of stny other section, and without any special cause of cpideniic dis-
case. The roui explanation %vas the want of care in taking risks and the

n~mx:o! inebriates wlîo had hcen taken as proper cases. It is thme s.anie
aid blunder of supposing inebriety to ho a more vice at the controi of
the vîcîim, and ini nu iway periiing life unlcss used ho great cxtrcmes.-
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the duty of any collector of inland, revenue to bring prosecutions
wvlienever Ill s9halh bave good cause to believo thLt, any ottence
agîiiist the Aet »as been coininitted. L providos. also, that suelh
prosecution inay bo inado by or in the ninie of any person, and.in-
Spectors undor the 3McCarthy and the Crooks Acts are instructed to
prosecuto for oflences ngaiii'st teSotA.ILprovîdes, iLsthat

if iy cedile wtnes povesupo oah tht le hs god cuseto
beliove that aliy iiutoxicatxî« liquor is for uinawfuil pur-poses on the
promnises of a person accusoj of an, oflbcuce ungninst the provisions of
the Act, tt.-tvnrriiit niyi be obtaiîîe-I to sear-ch such preinises. andl if
stich liquor or any kcegs, barrels, botties, packages, or axîy other
receptacles of liquor are found il xnay bu used as 2evidIecouis
the aceuscd.

li 11» on-partlzan. It does not subinit the question to
a vote throughi Mie mediumn of party polîtielans, but raises the
simple issue of«" lîcznse orîio licenise." Mi'e Act wva8 passed, durînig
the Mackenzie governine>t, and has been -iustained by the 3lécdon-
aid governnet. It is advotatod lîy proînineut, niembers o£ the
Conservative govornunent at, Ottawai and by prominent inenibers of
the Liberal govornmnent nt Tcronto, aund by iiieinbers of the
D)ominion and Provincial parlianienits, irrespective of partj, views.

E t lis n -sv rlu .The higl'est courts of tLhe Metho-
dist, Presbyterian, ]3aptist, and other crhes hiave pronounced
strowgly ini its favor. The Churcbh of Englanci Temnperance Associa-
tion are in synmpathy %vitlî it. Ainong its niost proîinient, advocatos
are sonie of the lcading and influontial clergy of the Episcopal and
Romnan Catholie Olîures. Mho Salvation Army is 81.0 li active
synripathy with the ]aWv.

2. WIJAT TUE ACT IS NOT.

Kt W not un arbltrary measuure. It only cornes
into operation by vote of the electors, and thon onily after at least
five clear rnonths have elapsed betwvoen the date of the vote and the
licensing day-mud this, too, after rnany previous inontli.3 (perhiaps
years) of notice of ilie intention of citizens to subinit, the .Act. Iqor
can thc Act bo oven subniitted te a vote by the arbitrary wvill of a
few people; at least one-fourthi of ail the electers miust sign a pe-
tition to the grovernmiet in favor of subinittingl it Moore a vote can
be taken. "

le Is not smin uujust nesuure. It seeks to renove by
the itost considevate mntias possible the license systeAm whicli lias
beon provod disastrous to the inaterial, mxoral and 'Phys 1a interests
of the people. No property is destroyed or coinliscaStedi; 110 con-
tract dishonorcd by it. Every licenso runs its full ]eng-th. Ail
ri-lits are respected. The prospective întercsts of a fcw on y ihichi
hlave boon created by priviloge-not, by righit-mray bo affeed.

Et lns mot a tyramnilcal nukeasure. It only cornes into
operation by the wviIl of tie electors expressed nt the ballot box. It
doos not dictate to a mari as to hie ]iberty te drink. IL is rcally
only an extension of the general principle o! the countrv's laws
whicli prolibits mien froin selhing articles dangorous to the wîell-be-
ing of the comniunity, leveil wvhon it conceules thle riglit and liberty
to use thern; as. for instance, a mari xmay eut bad menat or drink bad
nxilk, but lie xuay not offcr tîex for sale. A mnani nay rend vicious
books or deck bis bmouse ivith indecent pictures, but hoe may not ex-
pose them for sale.

Et Os nota fallure. It is absurd to spcak of an Act as a
failure w'bich is dlcsigned as a prelixiniary stopi only towvards more
complote and eflective meaburcs for the abolition o! a great cvil, whien
thant prclinminary step bas not, evon becu yet taken lexcept ini a very
Iiiîiitcd arca- flot it be rciomnbercd thiat the Scott Act ià attacking
tuie license systern wvlich lias prevailcd for agcs, and tlnt the Act has
miot ' -cen ini operation over a pcriod or territory extensive enoxîgh to
contrast its benceficial resuits witm tie resuits of thme license systern.
On the otiier L1and, wlhore it lias been tried, even for a short tirne,
goodiroeýuits are apparent, incluffing te complote destruction of thc
trcatiîîg ytniand a mîarked, diminution o! drunkenness and gen-
eral crime.

2 t lu nota flsai nmeasure of probibition, but prepares the
Ma3' andi gives warnin<' te thmoe ongageti in the business for the
complote abolition of tuie traffec, including the manufacture and sale
o! intoxic ating 1iqu~ors.

Vie Act lias been votcd ipon in forty-fmve counitios, andi four
cities. Up to the present tiinte lias beon carî'icd in tbirty-ninc
counties and twvo cities, and lias never been r£epealied.


