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The glorions sun rose in undimumed
splondor on » merning in the eatly part of
the fourth ceutary over everlasting Rome,
his raye gluncing on countloss temaples,
statuos, colmans, and tower.,, on long lines
of aquedusts and ctior publio sdifiees, and
proud wansions of .the patriclans which
eovored tho slopes and crownod the suwm.
ity ofher soven hille, The poiulaco wero
already astir, bont on keoplug holidag, for
a grand festival was sboub to be hold in
honor of Jupiter Optimus Maximus and his
iwo assoclato divinities Juno and Minerva,
The flapiens, with their assistants, and the
yostal virgiug, aided by many fair patiiclun
matrons and maidens sager to show theix

{oly nud togain the favor of the gods, had

oon Iabouriag all night in devorating the
tomples; and already the porticoos and the
jnterior columns zppearod sdorned with
wreaths and festoons of green leaves and
gay Howers; while was tapors in pilver
eandlesticks, on countloss shrines, had boen
propared for lighting af the appointed
moment. At the onirance of each tomplo,
el sor fixod in the wall or stauding on a tri-
pod, was an acquiminavam, 2 basin of
silvor or gold, freshly filled to the brir with
holy water, with which salt had boen unit-
od; & minor flamen in whito robes, with
brush in hand, standing ready to sprinkio
any who might desire tho purgivg process.
Othors of their fratornity woero busy in
banging up in the temples of dsculapius
volive offerings—in tho shape of arms,
legs, aud othoer partsof the human body,
represouting tho limbg of his worshippers,
whick by lus powerful instrumentality bhad
boon restored to healih, Bauds of musi.
ocians with a variety of ivsiruwments, and
dnucers in seanly dresses, were moving
about singing and playing, and exhibliing
their terpsioliorean boforo the temples and
minor shrines orected at the corners of tho
principal highways.  The irouts of the
glirines were, like the temples, adorned
with wreathe of flowers; winle tapers, in
horn lanterns, burned before thom, Swarms
also of mendicant priests, habited in coarso
robes, with shaven orowns, and hugo sacks
on their backs, were parading tho sirgols,
going from Louso to house bogging for dolos
and holding up emsll 1mages of the gods
fo bo adored by tho ignorant populace;
they never failtag to beslow their hoaviest
maledictions on those who xefused them
almy, cursing them as Ohristian atheists.

It was yeb early when two persons, quit-
ting the Ouria Hostilia at the foot of the
QOclian Hil}, took their way past the mag-
nificout Flavian Ampitheatre towards the
Saora Vin, Their costume was alike, and
consisted of afine toga, with & deep pur-
ple border, and on the head an apex—a
tonionl oap surmounted by a spike of olive
wood—whioh showed them to belong to
the Holy Collego of the Pontiffa. The
dross of the elder of the two had, in addi
tion, stripes of purple marking his euper-
jor rank, To prevent their togas from be-
ing soiled by the dust on the road, thoy
had drawn them up under their right
ghoulders, so as to allow the skirts to hang
gracefully over their left arms, exhibiting
the richly-embroidered thongs which so-
oured their sandals, They passed onward
with a dignified and haughty air. Both
woro fine-fooking men, The eldest, and
evidently the chief, as his dress betokened,
goeaessod s handsome countensnce; his

rm-got mouth, high brow, and Leen
piercing oyes, showed determination and
aunotoness of intellect, though at the same
time tho expression was rather repalsivo
than pleasing. His companion’s foatures
wore less handsome, and it might have
been seen at a glance that ho was fond of
the good things of life.

They had nearly xeached tho colossal
statue of Noro—now wearing the head of
Appollo, planted on it by Vospasian instead
of that of the tyrant—which towered al-
most as high as the lofty wails of the am-
phitheatre. After haviog hitherto kept si-
lence, absorbed in his own thoughts, ,the
elder Pontiff addressed the younger.

« Wesghall triumph still, Gaius, thougl,
by the Immortals, these Christians have
made fearful progress of late. They swarm
in this city, and oven, as I hear, through.
out every part of the world; for since the
time when the Emperoxr Diocletian wisely
yetolved to put them down, by destroying
the placos where they met to worship, pra.
venting theit gecrot agsomblios, and burn-
jng their books, they hiave once moro risen
ip an audacious mannor, snd walk about
with all the airs of freedmen. I hope ere
long to ces tho arena of the amphitheatre
again filled with the atheists, struggliog
against the wild bessts let in on them, to
tosy thom limb from lirab, I well remem-
ber many such a scene, 'The populace de-
light 10 1t even more thau in the games of
Carinus, the magoificent displays of the
Naumachin, or even than in the combats
of & thousand ziadiators. The exhibition
we have propared for to-day will do cauch,
1 suspect, to win back the fickle multitade
to the worship of the gods. Tho jgnorant
naturally delight mn gorgoous shows and
spectaclos of all sorts, incapable as they
are of comprehending the refinements of

hilosophy, and when they bencfit by the
Sesh of tho victims distributed among thom,
they will, depond on it, bo strong advocates
for tho continuance of saorifices to the
gods.”

#Y hope, Ca:ous, that we shall sacceed,
bud in trath these Christians have hitherto
ghown & wonderful amouni of obstinsoy,
not only in adheriug to their mystorics, bag
in propagating tnem in all directions,
sannot urdevstand their faith—without
even & visiblo representation of a God be-
farn which to bow down, or & _single object
for the eye to fix on,"” observed the younger

ntiff, = “I know, however, tomething
about thoir belief; but oven were I not a
pontiff I should objeet toit. In addition to
the hatred they display towaxds the anoient
religion, they v7ould deprive us poor morials
of sl the plessures of life. They rail
sgainet rioh viands and generous wines, and,
by Bacohns, were they 1o have their way,
the gods and, what is of moxe consequencs,
we their prieste, would no longer Le sup-
ported, and these our magnificent temples

would fall to deoay. Still, I confoss that,
would they consent to worshi prblloly be-
fore Lho shrines of the gods, they mixht, ag
far u# I am concexnod, practige their titve
in soorat, snd attend, a8 they rre wont tu
do, to tho siok and aufforing. I have lesk
batred for them than eoniempt.”

 For my part, I hato therm with an un-
dying hiatred, if it in of the acouvsed Nazn-
rones you spesk, Gaius,” maid Ceccus,
goashing his toeth.

« You spenk, Cooue, of the Nazarenes
with less than your ususl philosophioal
oulmpess,” observed the younger pontiff,

“ I have oause to do o3 ono of the vile
wrotches dared o oross my path and rob
mo of & jowol I valued more than life it
polf,” oxclnimed tho eldor pontiff, hie oy
ilashing and his lips quiveriug with rage.
wyhils yot the hot blood of youth ccursed
through my velng, I met the bosutiful Ea-
genin, danghtor of the atrioian Gentlanus,
at an oxhibition of the Naumachia, To sco
hor onco was to love, to adore her; iu
graco and boauty she surpassed Venus
horsolf ; in majosty of formn she was Juno's
rival; while on hor brow sate the oalm
dignily of Minerva, I soon obfaived an
introduction to Gtentiauus; and though I
found him somewhat resorved, I had rea-
son to believo that ho was not unfavorablo
to my suit. Eugonin, aware of the admir-
ation sho had exocited, recoived me kindly,
and I did overything I could to gain her
good gracos. Mattors wore progresging
favorably, when I percoived a change in
hor and her father. I was admitted ag
beforo, but her manuer becamo ocold and
distant, and Gentianus no longer looked on
me with a favorable oye. I dissovered, as
I bolieved, thoe oause. A rival had appeared,
Sevorus by nae, & stranger in Rome ; not
in good looks, in figure, or maunera to be
bo compare?! to me. I watshed Severus
with a jealous eye, sud employed spios to
teack his footsteps. Ilearnt that he attond.
od tho saored meotings of the Nazarencs.
Ho had, in truth, a soft and eilvery tongue,
and by his art and eloquence had won over
Tugenin and Gentinnus to his acoursed
faith. Suil, knowing that wealth is all-
potent in Rome as elsswhere, I rosolved to
demand tho hand of Enyonin of her father.
He neither vafused nor ncoepted my offer,
but, instead, endogvored to explawn to me
the doetrlnea of the now faith. Astonished,
I bluntly asked whether ho had himself
adopted them. *I bave,’ he replied, ‘and
a5 8 Christian I oonld not allow my daugh.
tor to wed an idolatex! for so hodared te
oall me. I dissombled my anger, while he
continued spesking, decrying the immonrtal
gods, and endeavoring to induce me to
adopt the tenets of his religion, It might
have been, at thef time, that Severus was
not, ag X had supposed, affianced {0 Luge-
nia ; but ere long they were befrothed, and
she ultimately became bLis wife. Still, I
could not abandon all hope of winning her
-8 dagger might end her husband's life—
and while brooding over my disappoint-
ment, and geeking for some meaus of grati.
fying my love and revenge, the ediot of
Diooletian againat the Christians was pro-
mulgated. Nurnbers of the fanalics were
geized, and once more the Flavian Araphi-
theatre witnessod their fortures and death—
some compelled to dobattle with trained gla-
diators,others, naked and unarmed, toslrag-
glo with ferocious lions, The $ime for which
I had longed had arrived. I fully expsot-
od to got 210 hated Soverus and his fathor.
in-law, Gsatianus, into my power, resolving
not to reat till X had given the former over
to the wild beasts, and compelled the old
man to renounce his creed, and consent to
his daughter becoming my bride. Deliov-
ing that their capture was cerfain, I went
off with a band of faithful followers, and
surrounded their house ; but when, break.
open the door, what was my rage to dis-
cover that my iniended prey had fled. I
gont emissaries, under various disguises,
to every part of the city to searoh for them;
I asoertained, however, that scarcely an
hour before I visited their houte, they had
loft it, and made thelr way out of the oity
towards the enirance of those numerous
gallaries hown in the sand-rook far down
beneath the surface of the earth. Not to
ba defeated, I ordered a trusty band to
gearch for the fugitives in those subterran.
oan reglons, but having no wish to desoend
to Avernus before my time, Xremained ount-
eide. My poople wers some iime away;
they came back at lengtb, dragging four or
five trombling wretchos of the mesner sort,
while their swords wero dripping with the
blood of several others they bad slain,
Whether or not the chief quarry had es-
caped, I wag loft in doubt as they brought
no token to prove who were those who had
fallen, and thoy vowed that they would
not return to 2an the risk of losing their
way, and perishing migerably amid the
labyrinthine passages of thai underground
region, The shales of evening compelled
mo at last to return to the city with the
wretched prisonors who had been captured,
and I rogistered a vow at the shrine of Bel-
lona that I would wreak my vengeanco on
tho head of Gontianus and Severus should
1 over get them into my power. In vain,
however, did I seek for liugenia and her
father; they had either made thelr escape
from the neighborhood of Roms, or had
cavefully concealed thomaolves undoground.
I had good roason, howevor, exre long to
know that the latter was the case. I have
since in vain searched for them; concealed
by their fellow-religioniste, they have eluded
my vigilance. Thatabominable ediot whioh
our politic emperor issued at Milan, allow-
ing the Christians to enjoy their religion in
peace, made mo abandon all expeotation of
being able to wreak my vengeanco on the
head of Severus by oper means, though 1
still cherished tho Lope that he would
como forth from his hidlng-place, when
the asenssin's dagger would quickly have
finished his career, and give me my be-
loved Eugenin. 8till, I have reason to be-
lieve that they are in exisience, and that
Gentianus, knowing that I am not likely
to bresk my vow, is afraid to issne from
his concealment; notwithstanding that on
the ravoostion of the edicts by Maxentius
the Nazarenes have generally ventured
forth from their hidimg-places. They have,
indeed, sinoe them, in vast numbers, ap-
peared in publie, openly deelaring thelr
oraed; and diligently endesnvouring to obtain
proselytes from sll classes, thus daringly
showing their hatred and contempt of the
gods wliose priests weare. It inhigh time,
indeed, since the emperors no longer oare

to wvresexrvo fhe anclont falth, thal wo
shoull be up and dolog: and i we canuol
smploy open means, should by wviatt und
subtluty pui s stop to the proarcons .y2-
tem. {V‘hat say you, Gajun?”

«1 ¢an folly enter into y«ur foelings,”"
obsorved Gajua. I roys-ld hmve been
orosged muoe than once by ithess Nazae
yenes; although, were it ot that ouy
ordsr is in vowe peril, I oonf:»4 that I have
folt no grost satipathy o tw . Indeed,
80mMO YORrs ngo My onll;; pe r Livie bo.
oamo indootrinated with thuie opinions,
and married one of them. o wan seized,
and diod, with muny handreds more, in
yonder arens; but sho eseaped and dig.
appesred for some yoara from sight. I
again at longth met_her, reduoed fo groal
diatrasa, supported, I believe by her co-re-
lgloniats, but so poveriy-sikricken wore
they that thoy counld only afford her the
compion noccsaarios of life, Sho was a
sweet and gentlo oreaturo, and, though I
condemnod her heresy, I had nof the heart
to loavoher to porish. You will say, Cuous,
that I should have bwon more stooia), but
T had a motive which will exouse mo in your
gight, Sho hadan only child, & handsome
boy, the young Jovinian, who reminded
mo of hor in the days of her youth and
beauty. Onoe, too, I should have said, she
tondod me whon I was elel,
have died, in spito of all the offerings my
frionds made to .Esculapins, and the skill
of the Physicians who attended me, had it
not been for her watehful oare. Gratitude
induood me to vieit her; I prooured the
best nesistance medical ekill counld afford;
but whether it was counteracted by the
visits of hor Nazaveno friends I know nof,
go tho gods willed it, sho gradually sank,
Her only thouglits seemed o bo aboui the
wolfaro of hor boy, and in apito of all tho
offors I made to give him a collego ednoa-
tion befitting his patrician rank—for his
father was of our order ag woll as his mother
—and to waton over his advancomont in
lifo, she would not yiold him to mo, but
preferred rathor to confido him to the care
of & misorable poverty-stricken relative,who
was the means originally of her perversion
from tho ancient faith, Visiting her one
day, I found hor hoy with her, She was
eviduntly much worse. In vain I endeav-
ored to consolo her ; she breathed her last
ghortly aftorwards, It was truly piteous to
Lear the ohild ealling on her to speak to
bim. At lengtl, discovering tho irath, ho
sank fainting over her inanimate body.
foolt him in my arms, and, in spite of hig
straggles, bore him away, intending to send
the Libertinaxii to arrange for poor Livia's
funoral. Wrapping him in a lacerna, and
shrouding his head in the hood to stifle his
ories, I committed him to the slaves in at.
tendance outside, who carried him off to
our college, whore he could be well looked
ufter. As they bore him along the narrow
pirects several personms, who were, I sus.
peof, Nazarenes, looked out from the over-
hanging balconies to watch us, My objeot
was to prevent my relative Amuliue from
discovering what had become of the boy.
I had Jittle doubt that I should resoncile
bim to the change, and teach him o wor-
ship the gods of nis fathoers. I have had, I
must own, more diffioulty than I had ex-
peoted. Heo waa continually talking of his
mother, but not with the sorrow 1 should
have anticipated, as hie ssemed aatisfied that
sho was in the realms of bliss, a gloricus
place in which she had taught him to be.
lieve, while he offered petitions to some
unknown being to help and support him,
and to koep him faithful to the oreed with
which she had indostrinated his young mind.
1t scemed surprising that at go early an age
he should be so determined in his helief,
Te, indeed, as I understood him, prayed
continually to an Almughty God, to whom
he sould approach boldly by the interces-
gion of Oze he called Jesus, withiout the
intervention of demigod or prinst. I gained
more knowledge of the extraordinary faith
of the Nazarenes from the young boy than
I had hitherto possessed. It seems won-
derlully simple. They believe that one
Almighty God rnles the universe; that
man was placed on the earth free to accept
or reject tlng mighty God, but bound fo
obedience; that being disobedlent, he and
all his descendants had becomse prone to
nin, but yet this Almighty Being, loving
mon, sent One, a portion of Himself, down
on earth, born of & woman; who, offering
Himeelf as a saorifice for their sing, was
put to death on the acoursed Oross, thus
satisfying the Almighty’s justice, the guilt-
less One being punished instead of the
gailty. Thus all who believe on Him are
considered free from gin and reconciled to
the groat Bsing whom, by their sins, they
have offended. Can you understand this
dootrine, Coscus 2"

“ Not in the slightest degroo,” answored
the pontiff, who had been paying but little
attontlon to what his compaunion was say-
ing, his mind being engaged on projects
for tho maintenance of lis order, which
ho had good reason fo fear was in danger.
« 1t is to me incomprehonsible.”

8o, by Bacohus, it is to me, though I
understand pretty oleaxly the prinoiples of
the system,’ observed Galus, **What I
graatly objeot to in it is, that those Naza-
renecs seom to require no priests nor saeri-
fices, and worakip without any forms or
coremonies, 88 they deolare that this Jesus
ig thelr solo priest, and that Ho is at the
right hand of their great God, ploading His
own sacrifice, whereby all their ains wore
purged away. 1 havo done my utmost, I
should 8ay, as in duty bound, {o drive such
notions out of the mind of my nephew. I
forgot to wcution that after I had made
such arrangements for the funeral of my
sister «s booarae her rank, when the Liber-
t1aarii araved with the slaves to wash and
annoint tho bady, and to place & ooin on its
monuth to pay the ferryman in Hades, and
to plant & branch of sypress at the door of
the house 1n which she died, it was found
{hat tho Nazarenes had removed it, In ordor
to inter it according to their own ritss, some
way without ne oity, instead of allowing it
to be carried, »8 L should lhave wisked, on
& handsema preetrum, followed by monrn.
ors and bands of musio, {0 the busium, thers
to be cousumed on the faneral pyre.”

« It mattors little what beoame of the
poor dame ; she must have been a weak
oroature,” observed Ocasun, in & supersilious
{one, re-arranging the folds of his toga, and
walking on.

(To be sonlinsed.)
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gonsrally wera of a ohoering kind, mors so

try. The following is the order in whioh
tho Synods stand in point of excellonoe in
sendingup reports ;-—1, Hamilton aud Lon.
on; 2. Maritime Provinoes; 8. Kingston
and Toronto; 4. Montreal and Ottawa,
Of tho Prosbyteries Huron stands fire} in
this respect in the Synod of Hamilton and
London ; Pioctou in that of the Marilimo

Kingston and Toronto—first in the wholo
Oburoh ; nnd Brookville, firat in the Synod
of Montreal and Ottawa. The total nnm-
bor added {o the Communion roll during
the year, so far as reported, i3 11,195 ; re-
movals, 5,427, leaving an increaso of 5,768,
The total number now on the roll is 938,-
788. 'L_l‘hough this is a largo number the
Committee refer to the fael that some
100,000 adult porsons ary nominally with-
in tho bounds of the Church without hav-
ing mado & confession of their faith, and
recomixend wministors to exeroise a friondly
oaxd over young men just growing into
manhood. This eare should take the ferm
of pergonal and private converration with
them, iustead of lectures in the family cir-
cles espeoially directed to this olnss. In
regard to famlly worship, the Coramitteo
states that the Synod of Montreal and
Ottawa reports that about ome-half of the
families within the bounda observe ir. In
other Synods it is pretty generally obsorved.
One or §wo congrogations m the Prosbytery
of Lindsay repori that family worship ie
universal. Genorally the Committes be-
teve that it is largely neglected, aud thoy
urge the nocessity of finding out those fam-

oalling the attention of such to the import-
ance of attending fo the duty. Prayer
meetings were vory generally held, and in
addition to congregational prayer-meatings,
distriot prayer-meetings had been held in
many oases with great good. Complaints
were very gonerally made by ministers that
go few elders would take an active part in
the work of the Churoh at prayer-meetings,
death-beds, and so on. The Commitiee
was of opinion that this sarose, not from

the faot that ¢

ot that the people were not trained to
oxoroise gifts in that direction.

They re-

ists' work,

Presbyterianism.

of the report. Mr. Morrison said :

T ieft, and even on my way,and since I ar

might be.
against the fulness and acouraoy of the re

haveo boon able to give you
A TRUER AND FULLER REPORT

things.
quickening the lifs of our people.

of bringing them to Christ is a subjeo

and I am sare

on the subject of
PARENTAL RKSPONSIBILITY

At tho Inte General Asscnubly of the Pres.
byterizn Churely, in Halifax, Rey. D, Mor-
rison, M.A., Pastor of Knox’s Cburch, Owon
Hound, prosented the report on Chyistian
Life and Work. We print a rummary of
the Report and the debate on the oecasion,

Rev. Mr, Morrison, of Owen Sound, raad
the rofmrt of the Qommittos on the state
glon from ‘whioh the following par-
ticulars are obtained :—Of the eongrega.
tlons of the Church 805 had roported to
their soveral Presbyleries, and every Pros-
bytory excopt those of Newfouudlsnd sud
anltoba had had the subject of religion
The reports

porhiaps than 1n any provious yenr during
the history of Prosbytexizniam in this conn-

Provinces; Lindeay first in the Nynod of

lies in which it is not observed, snd of

unwillingness or inability on the part of
elders fo engage in such exeroises, but from

commend that ministers lay themselves out
to train such as were likely to be useful in
the Churoh. A considerable portion of the
roport is devoted to the subjeot of evangel-
About thirty econgregalions
had been the scenos of grent religions awsk-
ening. A large amount of good had been
acoomplished. The yeport speaks in“cheer-
ing terme of the Sabbath Sohool work of
the yoar, remarking that neaxly all children
that were capable of availing themselves of
Sabbath School instruction do so during the
whole or part of the year, The number of
teachers reported during 1876 was 7,000,
the number of pupils 79,204, of whom 17,089
were in the Bible classes. This year the
numbers wers considerably in advauce of
those above given, The report refers to the
unsystematie and fragmentary characler of
the teaching in some cases, and to the fact
that the Shorter Catechism is not wsed in
many schools. The Committee urge the
neoessity of having teachers who wero well
grourded in the fundamental dootrines of
They also advise the
publication of a letter by the Moderator to
bo read in all the congregations calling
special attention_to the recommendations
I have
to regret that the report is 8o defectivo, and
in some respeets so erude, tha raaterials
only rouching me picoe-meal a little before

rived. It is hard to put them together in
such & form as one would like to put them
for the reception of the General Assombly,
and to make the very best use of them that
One cironmstance which tells

poxt is, that it ie the produot of s0 many
ong. I thinl if Mr. Wardrope or myself
ad had to deal with the original sheets,
instead of them having-to pass through so
mapy preebytery clerks and synod clexks
and conveners of commitises, that we would

of the state of religion in the Churoh.
Tor, I neod not tell you, with every
desira to present the real facts, thero
is n constant tendeney to divergence, and
whon a yeport has to pass through teveral
atagos in its compilation as this has to do,
1t i3 olear that weorn only claim somothing
like an approximation of the real etate of
But oven this, whieh is all that
ean be expected, may be of great value to
the Chureh in $he way of suggention, and
Family
worship and the kindred duty of dealing
personally witl: the ohildren with the view

which oocupies a large space in thess gheets,
that I speak not only the
mind of the Committes, but of every one in
this house, when I say it should. It will
be a dark day for Canads when the Church
gives an unceriain sound on this subjeot, or
suffers it fo go into absyance, and I am sure
no one has listened to what thie report says

and the tendenoy there is to remit the duty
.of instructing children in divine $hinge to

-
v

{ho Sunday School teasiiers, but with deep
oonoern, We oxnnob zhut var eyes to the
fact thet theve fs onoh a tendenoy—shut 1yg
old oustom of eateohising on the Habluth
ovening 1s passing awny, that blotsnd oug.
tom that not only gave the obild » ight, bug
u memory--not only instruetion, bat in.
striaetion asiwoiatled with a father's worth
and a mother's love,which followed the ohild
like inisterinyg angoels through life, and
#peaks to hira whon they oan apeak nomore,
A story lately wert the round of ths pa.
pexs to tho efiect that & waan and his lit.
tle dunghter vent out to walk on & bright
summer day, and after waikiog 8 mils the
wan Isy down to rest benoath a tree
whils the hittle gir] went round gathering
flowers. Thore was a very daugerous
precipiog near by of whioh the man knew
pothing, and the ohild tampted by the
wild flowers sho saw on the rooks, wag
tompted to her destraction. o awcke by.
and-hy and soon loarned tho sad faut, and be.
gan to pour forth unavailingregrets. And
how many parents now slumbering will yet
rigo Lo everlasting shame and pour forth
unsavailing rogrets in that world whero no
Sabbath instruction ean bs given, There
ie ono fact on thiz hoad, a vory awfnl faot,
which I am suro overy one mu-b have
noted with some ooncern, and that is the
fact that a large proportion of our people
of mature years have never taken Chris.
tian ground, aro living nnplodgod fo that
new life to which wo aro e2lled, Ninoty.
thres thousand ont of three hundred thous.
and have done 8o, and making allowances
for 100,000 under the age of eighteen yonrs,
wo arce forced to ocomo to the awful
conclugion that wo have about 100,000 of
our peuple trained in our Sunday Hehools,
proached o in our churchos, visited by our
ministers,andyet etandingat ndistanco from
God and b holy ordinances, 'This iy a
fact that incots us overywhere, in evory
streot, 1 overy congregation, in town and
oountry, in high life and low. One minister
tolls us that of about 400 he Lad married,
not more than forty of theeo had

ENTLRED INTO COMMUNION

with the Obureh., Think of the
prospeot  of suon families, and the
prospoct of & couuwry where suoh an evil
provaile, Itis snid thnt Xerxes when he
saw his maguificont army crossing the Hel:
lespont fo invado Greece, the elephants
and war obariots, and tho glittoring ban.
ners and ships by thousands—le shed
toars; and when asked by one why he shed
tonrs, said, ¢ B.cauge iniees than 100 years
ail those wiil be gone.” Standing on & lof-
tior eminonce, and moved with a more aw-
ful prospret, have #o not reason to shed
tears over the thonsauds t. it are rushiog
on to destrnction like the war horse {o the
battle. Bus our position is not simply one
of commiseration, but of help. We are
ministers of tho Dord Jesus, with a gospol
of infinite love in our hands, and resounroes
of infinite power at our back, the aids and
influences of the Holy Ghost who is sble
{0 do for us exceeding abundantly far above
what we osn ask or think,and in view of
his promises who would not say, ¢ Comse
Holy Spirit, come! Awake O north wind
snd come thou south,” I would like to
say & word about these

CONGRRGATIONAL FRAYER MEETINGS

which are &0 genorally  observed
through all the churches, and especially
sbout that almost aniversal wail
that Las been raiaed in rogard {o the small
ghare taken in these meetings by many of
the elders. Thero oan bo no doubt that
there isa great Inck of properly qualified
persons for conduoting such_moetings, but
fnstend of weepiny and wailing over this
want, wo should set ourselves as rainisters
to meot tho want by teaching and traming
sueh of our people as are likely to bo ute
ful. What is to hicder me from =aying
to my young communicants when admitled
to thie Ohureh, when dealing with them in
private : Now you are going to be members
of the Churol of Christand you will be ex-
peoted to take a shave in carrying forward
the work of the Ohurch. If you can sing,
lead in prayer, visit a sick man, teach &
olags in the Sabbath School, yon will hold
yoursolf in readiness for that whioh you
oan do bost. And I am very sure if we
resolutely et ourselves to the work of teachs
ing and {raining and organization, we shi

not hear mueh about the want of saitable
porsons to take part in such moelingss
1 think there is a great desl of latent fal:
ent and pioty in tho cldership, a grest
donl of power looked up whioh might be
tnrned to the best account, and which were

and tho Lesté

of God’s vhariot move on,
whosge hands

of many & minister rejoice,
- | hang down, whose knees aro fosble, 8
whoso foet are ready to turn omt of the
way. These elders are all occlesiastios, sll
ordained men, anu they are not fo neg:
Ject tho gift that was cotamitted to thom
by tho laying on of the hands of the Proe
bytery. I musi not eit down withont re
ferring onco more to that
GREAT EVANGELISTIO WORK

which bas beon the subject of so musb
consideration in the inferior courls
"This work may be considered a pew thmli
in rolation to Presbyterisnism, a new whee
in its organization, just as tne Sunday
Sohool was & new thing some fifty yesrs
ago; and secing that it is vory likoly thad
an order of men called Kvangelists mey
grow out of i, it is all the wmore noceseary
that the Churoh wake up to the jmportans?
of this work, Thers are $wo vi.ws prée
vailing in the country,in regard to {hese
evangelistio servioee, to be avolded ; cne is
that each services in every form shol
bo disconntenanced ; and tho other is thab
thess serviess in evory form should be ré°
ooived and hailed with gladness, It seemt
to mo that if any offies is foo guided &8 ¢
guarded and regulated, it is the oﬁioe?‘
the evaugelist, for if every one that eﬁll
t | himself aun evangelist is to be made Wek
eome, if Sunday Sehools are o be thrown
open to them, pulpits thrown open to thetds
¥.M.C. Assoeiations thrown open to ihemh
tronbles may srise of whish we ean ford
no oonception, Thos confession of
direotions for family worship, ehsp. ¥
oints to this dasger, and says, * Lot 00
dlar who Lath no pariicular calling, or YA
yaut person under prelence of & oalling, ! be
suffsred to perform worshipin families,
seding persons tainted with erxors or e
ing at division, may be ready to creep inlo

it tarned to acoount wonld make the wheals 3
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