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NOTICE.

We offer the Presnyrinian up to the
first of January, 1878, from this dote,
to all who forwavd us a dollar.  Surely
each of eur subseribors conld do us the
service of getting at loast oue new sub-
soriber. A little frouble is all that is
neeessory, nod if ove'y one is not will-
ing to put himself to that trouble the
profossed zeal of many for our success
st be very small.
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TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

Nothing of any great iinportunce Lay
has besn doing at Oltawa during the
week,  Legislators arve amnious to get
home or to the sea-vide,andare inas great
8 harry now as they were dilatory during
the enly part of tho Session.

The death of the Hon. John 3. Mae-
donald on Raturday last hascaused some
talk, and called forth mere or less of
exaggerated elogium. 'The ordinary
maxim about De Mortius is a cood one.
We shall say therefore littie about the
Ontario Premier. Evidently there was
8 large amount of energyand deiscion of
characler about thedcceasedgentloman,
From a very humble position he raised
himself to bo one of the most prominent
and influential men of Ontario if not in
Canuda. After all, however, he wasnot
a high type of o man or a politician, not
onethatitwouldbeatall desirable that any
ambiticus young Canadian should take
ashis guide or model.  He was ostenta-
tiously profane, which by the way no
true gentleman is, and as a politician,
unscrupulous and spiteful, theugh per-
haps not more so than the ordinary
run of Canadian politicians, Te believ-

. ed in himself. Whether his belief ex-

tended to any one clse we shall not say.
His long cxpericneo in public life of
course naturally made bim doubtful of &
good deul of nffected political virtue.
Another prowuinent man has also dur-
ing the week passed away. We refer to
James Gordon Bepnets the Proprictor
of the New York Herald. Born of
hpmble paventage in the neighbourhiocd
of Keith, Scotlund, Bennett enme, when
8 young man, to America, and after
many struggles and the display of -
domitable energy and perseverance <ue-
ceeded in making the Herald a power
the f
better, & miue of wealth to himslf. |

There were, no doubt, redeswing traits ook to something different from our | suit the cloth,
in Mr. Bennetts character, but altogether | Presbytenanism for the reason, for that | ing fecling
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As one of the fivst frnits of the per-
mission given to congregations by the
U. P. Synod of Seofland, to use mus
cal instruicents in public worship, Rev.
J. 8. Taylor, » very respectable 1minis-
ter, of Glasgow, and of long standing.
has withdrawn from the U, P, Church. !

Rev, Dr. Islay Burns, one of the I'ree
Chureh Professors, Glasgow, died on
the 20th of May in the 55th year of his

age, e was a brother to the well
known missionary to China, W. C.

Burns, whose life Las been extensively
read in Canada ; and a nephew of the
late Dr. Bwrns of this city.  He sue-
ceeded the Rev. Robert M. McCheyne
as Free Choreh minister of St. DPeters.
Duandee.  In this position he cuntinu-
ed twenty vears when he was chosen to
suceeed Dr, Hetherington as Professor
of apologetics in Glasgow.  The death
of Dr. Burns makes a second vacaney
iu the Glasgow Institution, the other
having been caused by the removal of
Rev. Dr. Gibson.

—

LOYALTY TO THE CHURCH.

Is the Presbytertan Church as a
whole as mach a power in the world for
good as it ought to be, and as it might
reasonably be expected it would be?
Are zll our congregational affairs man-
aged with the promptuess, cnergy, and
hberality of a people thoroughly and in-
telligently sensible of the character of
the trust committed to them ?  Are our
theological schools as efficiently support-
ed, a3 they ought to be?  Are we pro-
seeuting the work of Foreizn and domes-
tic mussions as if we really believed in
their importance and obligation? At
such a timo as this when the Supreme
Courts of the Churches are sitting, 1t is
very appropriate that such questions
should be asked and answered very ser-
iously and very honestly. If there is
anything taught plaindy in the New Tes.
tunent, st 1s that Christians are to hve
not to themselves ; that theyare stewards
and that a large portion of the steward-
shipis to be {ulfilled through the Chureh.
If o man has intelligently chosen the
Presbyterian Church, then it 1 through
that Church that Lis Christian activity |
is principally to be called forth.  Are
we m general showing that this is the
fuct?  Some people say we are slow,
aud others aver that we are cold, sud

Ir we are either slow or cold we must |
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As was Jmfmnlh lv) e epouted the
rubjoct of Jutapporatoe n everywheie
el aticution, e
the plubn-
ihropist, the palitienl cconcnist,
short overy e thot bus any interedt
whatfever b b deltos s vianaet belp con-
siderwrg very gravely this

witractiae ioconed
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fornmdn bl
wisd widely didbncd st oF indorapesioes,
wincl is evorywitere crising so uneh
mesery nnd covnteracting every phon for
the goud of the vaee, Lt v uot mevely
thuse who e totnl  ahsliiners, thoush
{o thawr orouments oud exertions we
owe ity that so el thought is beiae
given fo the whole matter, bul to many
others who thomselies drimk, as they
sappose, *f modeveiely,” are mave wox.
jous ahout the condition of the « poor
drankavd,” and ave devising roe e
for the amelioration of his condition and
bis deliveranee Lo lbondage. AN this
1s a token for good. Well-meaning, con-
seientions people, once led to grapple
with the great evil  will voon find that
they must peesculdly hecome  + fotal
ubstainers,” if they would accomplish
anythmg reully eflicient i o tield wo ex-
tensive ond so necessitous,

The Rritish House of Commons di.
cusses Permissive Bills,  Bnghsh Bish-
ops got themselves insulted and molibed
for advocating such Bills: many are
waking up to the fact that they mnst
give reasons for not hemng personally
abstainers, while every year it is mani-
fest i spite of nll protests to the con-
trary, that those who deal in intovieat-
ing liquors, whether wholesale or retail,
are hecoming rlways less respected in
the community, and are looked upon as
engaged in, to say the least of it, a very
questionable oceupation.  Saints and
sinners are alike agreed that the liguor
traffic is uot one that o Christien can
cngage in, either with propriety or safe-
ty. 1Itis felt to be dangerous, and up-
on the whole disreputable work, how-
ever luerative many may find it. To
make onc's livelihood from the vices of
the community i3 not a pleasantthought;
and, move and more, really respectable
and conscientious persons who may
have been trained to such work and
been involved in the trafic when ihe
general fecling and opinion was differ-
ent, are seeking to get free from it and
engago in less questionable occupations.

There is & Committee of the British
Houso of Commons at present taking
evidence on the best mode of treating
habitual deunkards.  This also is o yign
of the thnes, Tveryone in short feels
that something must be done, and that
of itsolf is a hopeful gymptom. What
is true of Britain and the States is also
applicable to Canada. More sensible
ideas on the subject are prevailing. To-
tal abstainers have got out of the slough
of contempt. No man of sense, be he
what he muy, thinks now of sneering at
them as either fools or knaves. Itis
thought the right and proper thing, ev-
en among topers, that Ministers of re-
higion, st any rate, should be personal
abstainers, though why there should be
one law for the pulpit and another for
the pew they may not bo able to show.
They have & sort of vaguo impression
that it looks better. The minister that
now “takes a horn,” oven in ‘¢all
moderation,” is looked upon as not quito
the thing. The very persons that drink
with him and eall him a * good felow
have more or less a feeling bordering on
disrespect, and a kind of vague, helf-

States, and, what he lihed even | blame oar Presbyterianisin as the cause. l formed conviction that all that sort of

“ does not
There is an over widen-
that it is muoh better

 thing some Low or other,

he was & meun, low, suspicious, selfish | tends naturally to concentration, umted | and safer for ministers and even elders

manx, all through, whemit woullbe very
difficult for any vue to adiawe or love.
His newspaper has been all along a re-
flection of himself, as cyuical, reckless,
and unsorupulom asits proprictor, with
one aim and effort continually iaain-
tained, that of extending its own circu. !
lation andout-distancingall competition
in the collectionof news. Bennett’seode
of ethics was casily comprchended, It

wag simply, * whmever vstends the cir. '

enlation of the IHerald is perfectly right .
and honorablothough strait-laced varists
may call it lying und other ugly names.”

¥4 wiil™e sometimebeforothe States pro-
&aoe another such journalist, but so will -

. 58 ba before it produce another Jina Fixk. |
T usiany respeets the owner of the Herald |

#as saperior to the Lord of Frie, but iu

action, and a good measure of clannish- |

, ness, and if this 15 not the case with us
so much ax it ought to be, it is because
our Presbyterianizm lws o tendency to
congrcgationalism.  We are in danger l

‘ of forgetting the whole body by attend- |
ing too exelusively to the particular con-

‘ gregation we are connected with,  Some

ton the other hand e afraid of being |

i thought too denominational, and thus are
ever tending to indifference and languor,
The man that loves his own denomina-

|txon beat, will be most likely to lovo,
others warmly also, There is an affrated !
' catholicity, which is a8 hollow as it m‘
contemptible,  Loyalty to one’s Church

‘ is a0 far loyalty to Christ. The Presby- l
terian Churches are beconnng more and ,
word alive to this, and they have a good '

| at Kingston.

not to meddle with the bottle. Al this
may bo protested against, and certain

| interested parties may insist that it is

not so. But the fact remains all the
same in spite of their assertions and in-
dignation.  All this tells its own story,
i and points its appropriate moral.

Tur Kirn Syxop met on Wednesday
Rev. J. Hogg, D.D., of
Gucelph, was elected Moderator. A ro-
port of the piuceedings of this court will
be prepared for our columns,

We compry the "epmt of the Gener-
al Assembly up to Wednesday evening
from the city dailies, Subsequent pro-
ceedings will he sent us from our own
reporters. The Assembly will likely re-
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The over inercnsing deraands frow the
milus ol population and e progeess
This hows o considerblo chanse of wertwarl tax the energie. of the Chaneh
opion withm the bust few years, fow - | to the utinost, nnd e covts to acet
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budy asked for permission to use an or
pan in conduncting the Pralmody of tho
Chureh, but the permission wes prorapt.
Iy refused, and the Synodies! order was
given for the removal of the instrument. |
The members of that congregation
showed their geod sense and true Pres.
by terianistn by howing to the deeision of
the Supretne Court and putting out the
obnoxious ¢ kist o whistles.”  Durine
all the sueceeding years, that congrega-
tion though quite agreed ou the lawful-
ness of such a thang, have never sought
direetly or indiveotly to go contrary to
the chareh Iaw on the subject, and now
without their asking for it, they have re
ceived liberty on such conditions 2s no
sensible person could complain of as
either harsh or unreasonable. Wo are
far from being strongty in favor of the
change, though unable to see in what
its absolute sinfulness consists, For all
purpuses of praisc i Churches we be-
believe that vocal 1ausie is much to bo
preferred.  But others have o diffevent
opinion, and where none in a congrega-
tion object to the use of a musienl instru-
ment, we do not well see why that con-
gregation should ho prevented from ear-
rving out its wishes, We, of cowrse,
know that the theory of Presbyterian
unity goes contrary to such permission
inasmuch the whole body is one, or that
an individual in Sarnia may feel himself
as much compromised by what is done
in Quebee as in the congregation to
whicl-he belongs.,  But this theory must
not be carvicd too far. Some discrotion-
ary liberty must be allowed to congrega-
tions in the order of their church ser-
vice, though it is difficult to suy how far
it should extend. At fhe same time it
is to be borne in mind that many very
good conscientions people regard the use
of such instruments in the worship of
God as positively sinful, while those
who favor them cannot say that they
are committing sin by not employing
such helps to praise.  In such eircum-
stances there is surely great room for
forbearance on the part of those who
50 that they do
not unnecessarily grieve tender con-
sciences, even thougl these may be
somewhat unenlighttned.  Christians
surely are not always to please only
themselves, though that rule holds good
with minorities as well as msjonities,
Tiie tyranny of the weak over the strong
has undoubtedly been far grentor and
more general than the tyrpumny of the
s’ ong over the weak.

wuly of the congregation.

Tar. Puovseoopeaan CHURCH or 1THK
Drare s bas eleven Theolosieal Senupoes
and Universities under aix centrol + aid
munagenent.  The best hnovn of the<e
Theologieal Institat-s aio Princeton, ot
which 87 students watsicaloted Inst
session. and 21 gradaated; end Unicn
Seminery which hes endowments yreld-
mgincometo the extent of %400,000, with
buldings to the valne of <70.000. Now
buildings are at present projected, for
which $350,000 hase beon subsoribed,
Lt the surh is notto be proceeded with
tll $500,000 havo been seoured. -

Tne UNirco  PrespyTeriay SyNop,
Scorany, by latest accounts had got
vver the most nnportant part of its work
within the week on which it met. It
Liad decided that the Mnisters of the
Churches negotiating for Union were, so
far as the U. . Synod could seoure them
i that right, ehgible to become pastors
in the U. P. Church ; that the Govern-
ment Ydueation Bill for Seotland merit-
ed general approval, while any distine-
tive religious {eaching a the eommon
schools of the country did not meet the
wishes of the Synod: that -very encour-
agement should be given to the U, P.
congregations in England to unite with
the Iinglish Presbyterian Church, even
though the the larger »orion should not
take plrco; that uniformity on the
question of instrumental 1vusic should
no longer be insisted on, whilo at the
same timne tho«Synod was desirous that
simplicity in public worship and the
unity of congregations he oarofully
guarded ; and that the grants received
by tho Missionaries of the Church from
the Indian Government for the support
of orphans be discontinued.

Dr. Cuylev and Healoy, American de-
puties, had been expecied to at end this
meeting of Synod but did not arrive in
time,

MINISTERIAL HOLIDAYS.

We direet 11 e special attention of our
readers tothe remarhs of our New Bruns.-
wick correspondent in referonco to a
vearly holiday which ministers so much
require, but which they soraroly receive.
Theroe isnoelassof men that need a holi-
daymorethan doordinaryworking clexgy-
men., And thereisnothing which would
be betier for the congregations than
seeing to it that such holidnys be nlways
seeured. T+ woubl be wol! alio for min-
“stere £o beat in mind tiat such times
wve really for .elaxation und vest. We
kave kuev v aniaisters gerring such Loli-
! days and spending them in wandering
about preaching and lecturing and in a
state of continued execitement, so that
they returned more jaded out both in
body aud mind than when they started.
Such proceedings are not fair toany con-
cerned. It is bat scldom, however, that
i the chance of doinxthisispresented. In

ordinary cases people think that the
minister gets six holidays in the week

PRESBYTERI*N NEWS.

1t is not possible to give an extended
account of the proceedings in the various
Presbylerian Synods and Assemblies
that have been holding their Annual
Meetings during the past weeks.

Tue Assesmpey at Dernory closed its
Sesstons on the 29th of May after being

very plensantly and successfully eugaged 1 and has simply to stand up nnd speakn
in Church work for thirteen days. It . couple of hours on the seventh.  Thab
held twenty-four business Sessions and | iden is 1o doubt wearing ont, but still
had several popular assemblies, \\hi]? there are too many who think the min-
there were also a few Elder’s meetings Vister has a «“good time” of it, and that
of very great interest and importance.

" his working time is a great deal better
. o 1 thew other folks holiday. How different
The abounding hospitality of the guod | iLie facts ave many of our readers can
people of Detroit seems to have been T testify.
matter of general remark and comunen- . The Lint thrown out by our corres-
dation. All the Commissioners were i 1"’“‘1:““ “I;O‘:lt 0\01“"’"0; botween ths
niinsters of the Lower Provinces an
accommodated and in such a wanner ax | t‘lOs(‘in Ontaio and Quebee, ;:lc:]lt not
to rnﬂk(‘ each bCllO\O thﬂ.t ﬂlc bet Pla(’e to ],0 lost Sl"ht of. S()me could manags
had been reserved for him. it even without tho present from their
Tho number of young nten in tho As-

cong wtions so feelingly and fully

sembly was also a noticeable feature, and | | dwelt “}mn'.... .t
at the same time the steady, buqmess-’ PrespyTERIANIS: sres likely to extend
Itko fashion in which the work of the | from Scotland to those countries on the
Assembly was gone ahout. i European continent now receiving the
The next Asgembly meets in Balti- | Light of Protestant Christinnity. There
more, and though there have been for} is now a synod with thirty churches
some time past propossls to reduoce the | and their pastors in Spain. Presbytery

numbar of fepresentatives on acconui i { is also likely to be the ordar of the
h%ﬁ%ww;l%%dw L L




