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a better handle for doing this, to introduce
upon the scene the woman and the seven
claimants all at once, who are no sooner
raised than they engage in contests about
their property in Lher.  But this is no rea-
son why we should not interpret our Lord’s
words and the words of the historian, re-
lating to the opinions of the sect, in all the
latitude which the nature of the subject
and the context evidently show to belong

to them,
{Zo be continued.)

IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD THERE
15 FULNESS OF JOY.

Tven in this world, where there is much of !
God, how sweet to the Christian is the sense |
of His presence, and friendship, and love !
What will it be in that world, where it is aff
of God? The foretaste is blessed—what
must be the fruition! 'The rays of the Divine
glory are gladdening—what maust be the full
blaze of that sun itsell'! *

My soul ! dost thou often delight to pause
in thy journey #—does faith love to ascend its

Pisgah-Mount and get a prospect of this Land |

of Promise 7 What is the grand feature and

element which swallows up all the circum-
stantialsin thy future bhss ?  Let Patriarchs,
Prophets, and Apostles answer—1t is “ Thy I
Presence.”  “lumy tlesh, Ishall see God .""
says one.  * Ishall b satisfied, says another,
“whes I awdie, with Thy likeness.” « They
shall see 1lis face,” says a third, Amid all!
the glowing vicions af acoming Heaven vouch-
safed to John in Patmos, there is QOue all-
glovious ohject that has ever a peerless and
ond distinctive pre-eminence—God himself,
There1s no eandie—W hy ?  “For the Lord i
God giveth them hght 17 There is no temple
—Why 2« Forthe Lord God and the Lamb
are the [Ulllp:\: thereol " The Saints dwell‘
in holy brotherLoad; but what is the mighty
bonnd of their wion—their chiefest joy 7
—“Tle that sittrth on the Throne dwells
among them !”  They have no longer the jo- |
tervention of ovdinauces and means—Why 2
Because “the Lamb thatis in the midst of
the Lhrone shu teed them, and lead them to
Jwing fountains of water I They no longer
draw on the sturdhouee of the Tromises——
Andwhy? Boew - God himself shall wi; e !
away all tears from their eyes ™ “No nap-!
kin,” says a holy man, “but His own imme- |
diate hand, shall wipe my sinful face !
Mysoul ! here is the true « Peniel’—where
you will “ see God face to face I”  Here is the

(in
; bave never before attempted to enlighten

'THE GOOD NEWS,

true “ Mahanaim"~where “the Angels of
God meet you!” Here is the true Cop.
wunion of Saints~—*The glorious fellow.
ship of the Prophets—the goodly felloy.
ship of the Apostles—the noble army of
Martyrs ” Yet all these latter will be'sub,.
seivient and subordivate to the firstwthe
vision and fruition of God! Even, the recog.
nition ofthe death-divided (thatsweet element
iv the Believer's prospect of bliss) will palo g
comparisen into a taperlight before this
“Glory that excelleth {”

Reader ! art thou among these *pure in
heart,” who are to £see God”? Remember
the Bible's solemn interdict—* Without holj-
ness no man shall see the Lord ”  Remember
its solemn admonition—* And every man that
hath this hope in him, purifieth himself eveq
as He is pure P’ To “see God I”  Oh ! what
preparation needed for so .aungust a contem-
plation ! Infinite unworthivess and nothing.
ness to stand in the presence of Infinife
Majesty, Purity, and Glory | ’

Can 1 wonder at the much discipline required
ere I can be thus “ presented foultless before
the presence of His glory”?  How will thege
needed farnace fires be dimmed into nothing
when viewed from the Sapphire throne!
~Macduff.

THE INFIDEL’S RETORT.

A preacher perceiving, on one oceasion,
among his hearer, an individual who was
known in the neighbourhood a8 a ringlead-
er of infidelity, was induced to hope that
some alteration had taken place in his views,

To ascertain whether such was the fact,
he called upon him the next day, and told
him how happy he had been to see him at
the preaching the previous evening, the
more s, as he had been given to understard
that he did not believe the gospel.

“ Nor vou either,” said the unceremo-
nious sceptic.

« What!” he exclaimed, «do you mean

sir, to call me a hypocrite #”

“ I call you no ill names, sir,” he cdolly
replied,  but what I mean to say is this,
you have known of my infidelity for, years,
and though I have lived all the while with-
a short distance of your dwalling, you

meas to these matters, a thing which, to do
you justice, I must believe you would have
done, had you thought them as important
as your creed would maks them; indéed,
I can bardly fancy that you would see me
going tuhell, and never try to save my soul,”



