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Sabbath School Lessons.
Decemnber 30th.

IIEALING 0F THE CENTIJRION'S
SERVANT.-MTT. viii. 5-13.

1. When Jesus was entered into Caper.
naum. lie ivas met by a Centurion who ros-
pectfally laid before hini the case of liç
servant, "lLord my servant lieth at liome sic-
of tlie palsy, grievously tormneuted," v. 5, 6,
The suppliant of our Lord was s centurion,
tliat is, s subaltern officer in the Roman armny,
aud himseîf a Roman. ]ieingr an offleer hl,
the army of the conquerors of Jerusalein, hoe
was, doubtless, a person of great iniflulence
and importance . there. lie was probably
corumauder-iin-chief of the Roman garrison.
Yet looking with the keen eye ef faith through
ail the meanness and obscurity ef our Lord's
externial circumstanees, the centurion saw in
IIim a prophet, and more than a prophet....
lie addressed Jesus as Lord, recogaui i bis
universal sovereignty. It was notéfr'himsl
but on behlf of his servant, that hoe inlter.
ceded witli Christ. Others brought their
friends and relations, this mnan brought beforE
hi the case of bis servant. This Roman
officer was not liko some who, when their ser-
vants are nable froin siekuess to do theil
work, immediately dismiss tbem. The cen-
turion was a kind sud loving master. Rlis,
was that faith which Ilworketh by love."-_
The servant could net have more earnestly
pleaded for bis master than the master for bim
servant.

II. The Lord Jesus proeented the centu-
rion's request No sooner was the case oi
the servant laid before liii than lie promptly
replied, 11I will corne sud lieal hi,1 v. î..-
This was far more than the centurion intended
to nsk. Thus the Lord auswvers the prayers
ef bis behievîug people exceeding abundantly
aeve all that they eaui ask, or eveii thinký,
Eph. iii. 20. llow condesceuding is the
Lord! H-e would not visit the sick childj of
the noblemnan when insisted upon to do se,
John iv. 4î-49; but at on~ce 1)oflirs to go
aud heal the poor servant lis favours are
Dot confiued to the ricli sud the great but are
also exteluded to the poor.

Ill. This gracions condiŽscousioii of the
Lord, inqtead of exaltiug the pions centurion,
enly made hirn more deeply humible. " Lord,",
said lie," I am not wortby that thon shouldst
corne under my roof; but speak the word only,
aud mny servant shal bie healed." Regarding
Christ Ins the Ainîighty and Omniscient G;od,
the centurion C01ul1l see De necossity for sucli
marvellous condescension as that the Lord
should deign, personahly, te enter his unworthy
roof. Hec-onsidered lhe laws of nature and

ail dispases te ba a nauch the servants of'
Jesus as the soldiers plaeed under bis coin-
mand were of himsolf. Lot us learu front this
ancient Roman worthy, the lesson that diseases
are but the ministers of our gracions Saviour,
sent upon his people to purify and sauctify
thcm, and eau only extend s0 far, and continue
so long, as lie permits.

IV. "When Jesus heard it lie marvelled," v.
10; not as thougli lie knew net, lis suppliant's
faith tili it was thus manifested, for wherover
faith exists though it ho but as a mustard
seed it is known unto him, it is bis own gracious

*gift, Eph. il. 8; but to show the higli estima-
tioa iii which lie holds the graces of bis
people. And were flot the humaný taste
naturally perverted, the works of nature, liow-
over sttupendous, and the works of providence

*however remarkablc, would not elicit our ad-
mniration, so mnucli as the gracos of the humble
follower of Jesus.

'V. U pon the faith of the centurion the
Lord was pleased to bestow the liighest corn-
moendation, I have not found se great faith,
ne, net iu Israel," Y. 10. And as it was thon,
even 50, is it to ho feared, it is now. Not al-
ways they who enjoy the greatest privileges
are the most ernineut for gracious attaiunents.
Thoug h a Gentile by nature, yet was the cen-
turion a true sou of Abraham, having obtain-
ed likoe precious faith, Romn. iv. 11.
* VI. Our Lord was pleased to answer the
prayer of the centurion with an expression of
hs gracionis purposos regardiug tho Gentilos

generally, IlMany shall corne from the east
aud west,', &ec., v. 11. "lShahl sit dovn," shail
sit (Iowa as iu a place of rest Rev. xiv. 13,
shahl sit dowu as to a banquet Isa. xxv. 6.
Psal. xvi. il. "IBut the chidron of the
kîngdlom shahl ho cast out into outer darknoss»
iu this world, on account of their sius, and
cast into a state of still greater darkness
afterwardis iu bell. There shall the wicked
weep at Iost opportuuities, aud gnasli thoir
teetli, beinr full of indignation against God
aud of hia tred and mialice towards tlior that
are smved, v. 12.

ViI. Tlie petitien of the centurion was
granted. lie found Christ us lie lad belioved
hini to ho, lioth able and willing, by a word,
by a more volition, to hoal bis servant, v. 13.
Thus did our Lord show forth a trnth wliich
bas been niost abundautly cvidenced since bis
resurrection, that in evory nation hoe that
felareth God sud worketh righteousuess ia
accepted of hîrn, Acts x. 35.

Learu 1. I hat the Lord is omnipotent and
om Iipres(fit, Matt. xix. 26. Prov. xv. 3.

2. That the Lord hears and answers bliev-
ing p'a.yor, Isa. Lxv. 24.

3. Th t the Lord is no respecter of person3
ELoma. i. 11. Eph. vi. 9. Col. iii. 25.
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