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During thc %vaving of liandkerchiefs and
exclamations of joy, as fricnd recognized
friend, the great ship %vas at last stili, and
the gangway thiroivn dowvn.

j ack %v'as for a moment bcwildcred, but
soon rcgaining his wits, (also his spirits),
his first impulse wvas to throw his sailor cap
into the air and cheer, for the world looked
so. beautiful. But lie restrained himself and
put on quite a serious face, as hie sat down
on a box near by, and tried to plan a way
of getting home. He knew hie Iîad flot
enough mnoney to pay his w'ay, so lie said,
to himself, l'Weil I have to foot it then, Sa
here goes."

13y this time it w~as ricar evening, and
hiad stopped snowving,. The air ivas quite
sharp, but our hero pulled his coat collar up
put his hands ini his pockets, and off hie
startcd, whistling, " Home, Sw'ect Home."

Just at the outskirts of the to-w'n stood an
inn, and as Jack passcd, lie noticed a stage
standing at the door. I-e lookcd around
him, and seeing no one near, hic concludcd
to steal a ride.'

Ne w~as quite small, and easily slipped
under the seat.

In about five minutes, the driver with his
passengcrs (three old gentlemen) came out
of the inn, and after some disputing about
the price, they boarded the stage and
started.

Fortunately, as Jack peeped out, lie saw
that they were going in the dircction of bis
home, so hie mnade lîiimsclf as comfoi table
as possible, and awvaited events.

Sorncthing did hiappen, and sorncwhiat
sooner than our brave boy expected.

The three oid gentlemen were ca-ýrr3'ing
on anl animnatcd discussion on politics,
whichi was not at ail intcrcsting to our littie
fricnd, w'ho, soon became restlcss. As hie
wvas endcavoring to put one of ]lis feet% into
:a more comfortable position, the noise at-
tractcd thc attention of anc of the oid gcn-
tlcmcn, and, in thc midst of a long harran-
gue by onc of his fricnd,, said, «Wce thrc
a >rc nat the only passengcrs, for thcre is
something under the scat, sure as guns,"
whereat ta Jack's discomfiture, thcy pro-
cccdcd to investigate.

Thecy of course, found aur hero, and irn-
mcdiately wantcd anl explanation, whicb,
wlicn given, ex-ýcitcd tlîeir pity. But the
driver was mnercîless, and said jack must
get ont

Tlie old gentlemen each gave Jack a
shilling, whichi he pocketcd with many
thanks.

Afer the stage had gone, leaving our
sailor boy in the middle of tlie road, lie
lookcd around in quest of a light, and sec-
ing onie in the distance, lie made his way,
througli the snowv, in the direction of it.

IPrcsently hie came to a coimfortable farm-
house, at the door of %vhich lie rapped, anad
was admnitted by a kind motherly-looking
womnan.

Shec semcd astonishced, as suec mighit be,
as she said "«Yau poor little boy, where did
you corne from, on such a cold iiigit ?"

She brought hîm in, -and sooni made hîmi
happy, by first giving him bis supper, and
then sittingr dIow-n ta taik to him. As lie
relatcd his , adventurcs, hier liusband, wlîo
was rcadingr, also became iterested, and
Jack felt quite at home.

Being vcry tircd lie was soon aslcep, in
a cosy little bcd, dreaming of turkey and
plui-i pudding.

Next morning lie found that lie %vas not
far frorn home, and with many kind words
fromi his benefactors lie started out.

It w~as a bcautifuil day, clear, frosty-just
the kind of Christmas mnorning xvc ail de-
lighit to se.

jack forgot thec walk throughi the dep
snowv, and càvcrythingr iii the cnjoymicnt of
the bracing air. Nuniîcrous wcre the con-
jectures b3y the passers by, -as to w'ho the
littic boy ini bitte w'as, but tlic subject of
conversation, uttcrly ignorant of the intercst
tah-ei in him, plodded on.

l3vc.and-bye thie dear old home cornes in
sighit, and lie says ta himsclf, 'Ohi, I arn
afraid I will not bc tliere in time ta have
my Chiristni.as dinner ivith thecm," but lîur-
ries on1.

As lie ncars the biouse, lic ses bis little
sister and p*iaymatc at flic window, and
then she disappears.
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