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mixture again licated to, boiling. 'he test should be
carried out witlîout aruy pause. An cipalescence fre-
quently followvs eveni in tlie normal, but the reactioni is
considereci positive only whien peculiar lighit gyreyislî floc-
culi occur. This slîould cortie about within haif an hour,
and oftei (loes within a couple of inuites. Noguchi
holds that the reaction is given only by globulin, and
especiallv by the clîanged foriii of globulin presenit in
syphilitic andl retasyl)hilitic: cases.

Before relating rny personal experiences with thiese
and other chernical tests, I wisli brieflv to indicate the
theoretic interest that the subjeet lias reccently acquired;
for fuller information on the iiiatter the reader is
referred to a revicev I have recenitly publislied clsewhiere.
'fli substances l)rescnt iii the blood-seruiii of syphilitics,
and in the scrumn an(l cerebro-spinal fluid of geiieral
paralyties, aiid on wl.ich) the WVasscrmiann r-eacttin de-
pends, inay I)rovisiniiallv, be cztled aniti-bodi-es. thouglh it
is iiow certain that eveni if' they owe their origi to the
presence of s 'vp>hilis, they are flot specific anti-bodlies iii
the ordiinarv Sense of the terni. Thcv -were thoughlt by
Levaditi and Yanianouclii to be of a lipoid nature, but
more recenflv thev have beeri dcmionistrated bevond doubt
to be protcids and, indeed, globuiliins. Furtiier, thanks
to the veiy careful work of Flias, Neubauer, Forges and
Salonion, Cross and Volk> anid especially of Noguchi, we
now know that the proteid in question is a euglobulini.
They posscss iii a high degree the capacity to bind
lecithin, and oni their proclivity to produce a flocculent
precipitate ini lCcithin enîisiomi depencis the well-known
Porgcs-Meicr reaction for syphilis. Levaditi and
Yanianiouchi, Batier, anid Cross and Volkc have proved
tliat they exist iii sniall quanitities iii normal l)loodl-serunii.
In other words, the J'Vasscrnmiaiint reaction de pends ou anz
increase of soine speciai forin of eztglobinfi t/mat is
norinal/y present int t/te serztm. 'Tli reaction is (lefineci
by Elias, Neuibatier, Porges and Salomnon as an initer-
action, of tlic nature of a precipitate formation. betweeni
certain hydrophile colloids, notably lccitliin and a changed


