
MEDICAL SCIIENCE47

choiera bacilins and the streptocoècus of pus and
of erysipelas within two minutes, thc bacillus of
antirax in ive minutes, but the typhoid bacillus
and the staphylococcus of pus wcre ali'c after an
hiour. ht is much t:ore- effective titan carboio acid,
a 3% solution kiliing anthram spores in« tÇS'o days,
w'hilc an 8%/ of carbolic hiad no effect in seven days.
It is not poisonous, and inay be given in large doses
to dogs witliout injury. .Eisenberg recommnends it
in plc of corrosive sublimate, carbolic acid, and
iodoformn iii surgery.

Hydrastis Canadensis -and Viburnum Prunifoii.

I n tie NO cn/ozac./nsh .udciN..
-26, i 888. Prof. Schatz. speaks in the highes. ternis
of die use of flJydiasliç Ganadc;zsis in controliing
hiyperren-ial and conditions of chironic. inflamimation
of the internai genitals. H-e explains the occasional]
failure w'lich lias fo1lowved its emiploymnent 'b),
Gernan physicians fromn the fact thiat the prepara.

* tion that tliey have used was niot nianufactured
fromi the fresh plant. .The latter preparationm, lie

* daims, are perfectly astonisbing in the inarked re-
suits there produced. In uterine niyomiata the
nienstrual hoemorrbiag-s are reduced and rcgulated,
but lie states lie lias even seen a case where the
i-nyomai-, extended to the unibilicus, and wlhichi, after
the regular use of about three pounds of the fluid
extract, ini tivo years almost enitireiy disappeaired.
1-le furtlier confirmis his early statenment thiat biydras-
tis does not produce uterine contractions, but only-
leads to reduction in the calibre of tie blood-
v'essels.

Cardiac Tonics.

* Prof. E ichhlorst, of Zurich, having mnade compiara-
tive observations on stroph)anthus, cligitalis, caffein,
spartein, adonis vernàmlis and convallaria niajalis,
has arrived at the following conclusions:

i. ])igitaIis' and stroplianthus both -control the
heart in the saine maniner, slowing, regulating and

*toniing up) its activity, and thuts uncler certain cir-
cumstances incrcasing diuresis.

2. I)igitalis acts more rapidly, and on tie wblole
*with more certainty than strophianthius.

3.Stropl-anthus is superior to digitalis in that it
does not cld%,elope cumulative effects After six
wveeks use its faivorab)le effeet ppon cardiac contrac-

* tiOn %vas shiown by spliygînographic tracings. In
sonme cases it actcd more favorably than liýritalis.

4. SDparteiii suipliate bas only a weak and unim
portant action on tbe lheart, and exerts no iiiflitei.c.e
upon the renal funictions.

5. Caffein bias stili iess a,»ctioni on the bieart,,than
spartein, but is an excellent diuretic.,

0. Adonis and convailaria are unreliabie in tblir
effect upon, the hecart and kidneys, and in addition
often cause nausea and vomniting.

In connection %vith tiiese clinicai observ'ations,
reference rnay be nmade to the pharrnacological and
chiem ical resea rcbies of ÏMM. Catil Ion, B3lond el,.
Bardet and Adrian, whlo hiave sh)ONiî that the
strophianthius found in the markets differs very
widely, in the proportion of strophiantlms contained..
in different specimiens. In ten varieties examiined
by Catillon the proportion of strophanthius vari.ed,
froni two to fifty per nmille. It is very probable
thiat the divergent resits obtained by différent
clinicians 'are due to the uncertainty of composition
as siowvn by thie research)es nientioned.

Use of Terebene.
D. ÏM. Caniann, of Newv York, referring to dtis

suhject, spoke of thc weflknown effects of the
terebinthinates anîd the bentefitsl to consuitive
fron inhaling the air of pine forests. Tlhis air-,
probably both aseptic and antiseptic, owes-its pùÙrity
to peroxicle of hydrogen. It is stated thiat eacli
iolecule of turpentine gives rise in die presence of
air and moisture to a miolecule of perox ide of
hydrogen. Tlhis property of turpentine is possessed
by terebene, benzetie, eucalyptol, and rnany other
essential oils. Peroxide of hydrogen tlius bias an
atoni of oxygen readily given off. in presence of suicl
substa.,.ces -as pus5 and blood. TPerebene dite to.
thiis cause lias biigh deodorizi'ngý powes, quickly de-
stroying the odor of most offensive N'ounds. Given
internaily it is antiseptic, expectorant, and diuiretic,
relieves flatulence ai-d is readily borne iîy thie
stoilachi. It hiastens tlie absorption of acîhesions

* i pleuritis. Its value in winter coughs ba.-s-beeni
recognized by Mvurreli of London . and in fort),
cases, records of wliich biave b.cen kept by, Canian,

*of varions forrns of hungy trouble.

Lanolin in Cusand Burns.

A receni. article iii dhe J->armacei/isdze Jiund-
szo.,arcb 1888, states tlbat experience

lias sliown thiat lantolin is an excellent dressinig for
cuits and burns. Professor R. Frank cl fincîs that.
ut prteyents. the formaition of scabs, ancd thiat burns.
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