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THE ASYLUM, THE HOSPITAL FOR THE INSANE, AND THE
TEACHING 0F PSYCHIATRY.*
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l>raut liýital.

T HIE Alienist is fvequentl3' asked if individuals whio are inentally
deranged receive as good cave iùà a hospital for the insane as patients

iu the wvards of a greneral hospital. Unfortunately, this question mnust
be ans wvered in the negrative. -Nov is the main reasoil for this disparaity
far to seek, if we consider for a miom-ent the strikingr differences in the
organization of the two clas.sses of institutions.

In our general hospitals the imedical cave of the patients is entrusted
to a staff the individual mienibers of xvhich are expi2cted tu devote thein-
selves solely to the diseharge of their professional duties. Iu the hospi-
tai for the insane the mnedical officers are fortunate if a large paýrt'of
their Lime and energy is not albsorbed in the p*erforvmanca of purely
adminnistrative work. 'Pliose of you who are familiar %vith the present
system ot organizationi in these instituitionis xviii appreciate this facb
Recently the inedical superintendents of three of the best known hospi-
tais for the insane in the United States have in miy hearing expressed
dissatisfaction with. a condition of affairs that gives theru so littie
opportunity or leisure in whicli to study the patients entrusted to their
cave. The importance or such an exupression of o'pinion can hardly be
over-cstiînated, for it means that the men best qualif-ied by experience to
judge such. inatters appreciate the existence of a radical dereet and would
be among the first to welcoime a thorough reorganization o[ our hospitals

for he isane Whe a pysician-in-chief finds that it is impossible
for him to keep abreast of ulhe times in the practice and study of his
profession the work of ail his associates on the inedical Staff must
inevitabiy suffer from the lack cl' efficient, and capable criticisîn, wvhile, at
the saine tinie,they are deprived of an enthusiasticand. inspivingr leadership.
In the face of sueS condition of affairs, the general inedical public seeing,
that the resident physicians in our hospitals for the insane are permitted
to devote only a portion of their time to their professional duties may

*Read by invitation at the 'Meeting of the Canaffian 'Medicai Association Montreal
Sept. l7th 1902.
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