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TREATMENT 0F lIERNIA IN CI-ILDREN
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TLE treatment of any given disease or deforrnity naturally Lai1 s
into two divisions, the radical and the palliative. In the former
condition the parts inay be rcstored to their normal structure
and functional activity, and in1 the latter class, on account of
orzanic changes or existing intrinsic condlitions a restoration to
the normal state is ont of the question; our efforts are then
direrted to secure the greatest mnediumn of comfort by using means
to prevent phiysical disability. flence, -ve sec that to intelli-
gently direct measures for the relief or cure of hoernia it is essen-
fiai that we sliould have ,a correct knowv1edge of the natural or
elinical history of the condition and its causation. For -%vithout
this data it is possible to misdirct our efforts to establish a cure
by instituting sorne surgical procedure for the cure of a protrusion
which if left to itself inight possibly disappear.

It is a well kçnown fact that infantile hernioe have a tendency
to disappear of themselves in a large percentage of cases as shown
by the statistics collected by Malgaigne, sixty years ago. Hie
pointed out that there is one hernia in every -twentY-one children
during the first year of life, and that this proportion remains the
same up to the sixth yearz of life, -%vhen a decr,--s.se occuirs, so that


