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to the discomfiture of the wafarer, tracking his path through
the narrow streets, with his lautern in his hand." What a
picture for us to criticize in the present day ! And yet we
scarcely realize all the hard work, ignorance, bigotry, persecu-
tion and glorious self-denial that have given us what we have
to-day in our Western éivilization.

Muci progress has been due to the work of societies, such as
that grand old society, the Royal Society of London. As uni-
versity men and as educationalists knowing as we do that our
present day conditions are due to the dissemination of know-
ledge, we should organize and promote siinilar societies and sce
to it that they hold as prominent a place in the community as
the churches. It was by the Royal Society that Harvey's dis-
covery of the circulation of -the blond. was first accepted. The
same Society gave so nuch encouragement to vaccination that
Queen Caroline submitted her own children to the operation.
All scientific observers are satisfied that Queen Caroline was
right and the Royal Society was right. Then it was demon-
strated that scurvy, the curse of long sea voyages, could be
cured by the use of vegetable substances. We follow along
and find jails and buildings ventilated and illuminated with
gas. Cities were lit up and made much more habitable. If we
expect to have progress, we must rally around our educational
institutions and see to it that they are well provided with the
meansrequiredto carry onefficientlyandwell the workofscientific
investigation, and that they are untraimelled by the views of
either churcb or state, remnembering always that the slogan of
the twentieth century is, "Knowledge is power." If this is
done, man cannot lapse again into the dark days of the disnal
centuries, when pestilences were looked upon as the visitation
of God and not as we know them to be, the consequences of
filth and wretchedness, easily prevented by personal and muni-
cipal cleanliness. In the twelfth century it was found neces-
sary to pave the streets of Paris, as the stenchi froin them w-as
unbearable. Dysenteries and spotted fever, that had been
prevalent, diminished and a sanitary condition was soon estab-
lished, that approached to that of the 3oorish cities of Spain,
that had been paved for centuries. But alas for backsliding.
Many of thle Spanish cities have been allowed to lapse into an
insanitarv condition and the evidences of Spanish sanitation, as
I saw it in Cuba, were not calculated to excite enthusiasm.
Under the control of Western civilization and the proper appli-
cation of knowledge matters have been changed. When it was
decided that plagues were not a visitation of God, quarantine
was established. Nothing bas protected the human race to a
greater extent than the establishnent of proper quarantine.

When anesthetics were first introduced their use in labor
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