LAPYNGOSCOPY. o ‘ 3"0'9“

In J ones and Slevckmg s Patholomcnl Anatomy there is a case mentxoned of complete'
absence of these ‘organsin a child. :

In the. Guzetle Hebdomadaire, for the 11th’ of December, 1856, thcre is a letter from
M. \hmm, detailing a most remarkable and siguificant case of thxs abnormity. . I quote
the more important parts. ¢ The subject of this observation had a fair skin; was mar-

‘ried and the father of three children; was of sufficient strength to follow the trade of a

. carpenter, Ile died of phthisis at forty years of age.” ‘¢ At the autopsy, in ﬂxe course
of a thorough investigation into the state of the internal organs, with a view
to a vaseular injection, the supra-renal cap.sulea were found to be utterly wunting. Not-
withstanding the strictest scarch, not the slightest trace of them was to be found.”

Now, i3 it pos ssible that an organ which, in a perfectly developed human bemg, is
essentiul to life, can be completely absent in an individual, and yet that 'individual live
to healthy matarity, withno evidence to show, the existence of such & dcﬁctency? Cer-
tainly, then, it would appear that the supra-renal capsules are not essential to life.

Rcvmmn'r uow the eatire subject, the important details of which I have -Lttempted to
bring together and impartially to discuss, the amount of definite .know leclge thus far
obtained, and the conclusion which may reasonably be drawn thcreftom may, I tbmk
be bricfly summed up in the following words.

A peculiar and usually futal disease has, within a few years, attr’tcted the attention
of the medical profeshxon for the first time. .Tts symptoms are, prmclpaﬂy gencral
debility, anamia, feebleness of the heart’s action, irritability of the stomack, and, as an
almost pa t)'orruomomc sign, a wost clhiaracteristic discoloration of the skin. The most
dﬂment and skilful examination can detect no adequate cause for ‘these sy mptoms,
against the incroasing severity of whieh medical treatment seems wholly ineffeclual.

The essential putholomcd condition of this disease is as. 3et unknown.

From a critical survey of the evidence bearing upon this pomt laying especial sh%s
upon those well-attested post-mortem examinations where complete disorganization of
the cmpsnlca was fourd unaceompanied by any sign of bronzed skin, I think it reasona~
ble to decide that there is no direct mutual dependence, as of cause 'x.ul eff‘,ct hetweeen
bronzed skin, with its accompany ing sympioms, and a morbid state of the supm-xenal

© capsules. ‘Whether in'some cases; there be some indirect and less important connection,
arising ount of the apatomical relations of these bodxe:, I do not. undertake to, say. -;\aw )
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o .. LARYNGOSCOPY.

It would '1pp0'1r that M. Czermak, oweesor of Phy swlorry at Pe:th is at present in
Pans, where he gives demonstrations of his laryn ngoscope.. The instrument consists of
a concave mirror, somewhat like that used with the ophthalmoscope, but larger and

. more curved, though likewise pierced by a small central ocular hole. A lamp, placed
behind or by the side of the patient to be examined, and on a level with his mouth,
sends its' rays 10 the mirror, which reflects them into the fauces of the person to be
examined. \When the patient has his mouth wide open, and the tongue is depressed
‘with aspatula the surgeon introduces, with great care, below the uvula, a little mirror, .
the back of which is in contact with the uvula, and placcd like that used by dcnt:sts
when they wish to examine the posterior.aspect of the incisor teeth. The litile mxrror-
is fixed to a long, thin, and somewhat shntmg stem, 50 that its axis may not be the
same as that of the mouth, the plane of the mirror pxescntmn‘ with the stem an angle of

- 45°. Suppo;mo' the patient obedient, and already uccuatomed to the. hardly i mconve-—’
nient presence of the mirror between the. pillars of the. palate, rays of light enter the

" mouth horizontally, and reach in the fauces the plane of the mirror of 45°; which reflects
vertically from above downwards. All the parts situated in the course of these reflect-
ed rays are thus most vividly lighted. This mechanism is certainly simple ; and when



