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Periscope.—Discovery of a New Anasthetic Agent.

with a specific gravity as high as 1-480.* It is not inflam-
mable. It evaporates readily, and boils at 141°, [t pos-
sesses an agreeable fragrant fruit-like odour,and a saccharine
pleasant taste. .

As an inhaled anzsthetic agent it possesses, I believe, all
the advantages of suiphuric ether without its di-advantages.

i. A greatly less quantity of Chloroform than of cther is
requisite to produce the anzsthetic effect ; usually from a
hundred to a hundred and twenty drops of Chlorofo:m only
being sufficient, and with some patients much less. I have
seen a strong person rendered completely anmsthetic by seven
inspirations of 30 drops only of the liguid.

'Q. Its action is much more rapid and complete, and gene-
rally more persistent. I have almost always seen from ten
to twenty inspirations suffice ; sometimes fewer. Hence the
time of the surgeon is saved, and that preliminary stage of ex-
citement which pertains to all narcotizing agents, being cur~
tailed, or, indeed, practically abolished, the patient has not
the same degree of tendency to exhilaration and talking.

. 3. Most of those who know from previous experience the
sensations produced by ether inhalation, and who have snh~
gequently breathed the Chloroform, have stiongly declared
‘the inhalation and influence of Chloroform to be far more
agreeable and pleasant than those of ether.

"4, I believe, that considering the small guantity requi-
site, as comnpared with ether, the use of Chiloroform will be
less expensive than that of ether, more especially asthere is
every pro-pect that the means of forming it may be simpli-
fied and cheapened.

- 5. Its perfume is not unpleasant, but the reverse ; and the
odour of it does not remain for any length of time attache
to the clothes of the attendant, or exhaling in a disagreeable
form from the Jur.xzs of the patient, as so generally happens
with the sulphuric ether. ]

_6. Being required in much less quantity, it is much more
portable and transmissible than sulphuric ether.

. 7. No special kind of inhaler or instrument is at all neces-
sary for its exhibition. A little of the liguid difiused upon
a piece of sponge, or a pocket-handkerchief, and held over
the mouth and nostrils, so as to be fully inhaled, generally
suffices in about a minute or two to produce the desired
effect.

. 1 have bad an opportunity of using and seeing used
Chioraform with perfect success in several surgical opera-
tions (removal of tumors, of necrosed bone, partial amputa-
tion of font, excision of the elhow-joint, &c.), and in tooth-
drawing,t opeping of zhscesses, for annulling the pain of
dysmenorrhea and of neuralgia, intwo or three cases where
I'was using deep and otherwise very paiaful galvano-punc-

- #.Of course to prodace the full effeets deveribed, the liguid must
be of the proper specific gravity and strength,

'+ A young dentist, who has himself had two teeth extracted
lately—one uuder tho influance of ether, and the other under the
" inflaence of chloroform—wiites me the following statement of the
results :—** Abnut six months agn, 1 had an upper molar tovth
extracted whilst under the influence of ctier, by Mr. Imlach.
The inhalation wus continucd for several minutes before T pre-
sented the usus! appearance of complete etherization.  The tonth
was then ‘extracted; ‘and although T did nut feel the least pain,
yet T was conscious of the speration being prriormed, and was
. quite aware when the crash touk plice. Some dayz ago 1 re.
‘quired another molar extracted on account of teothache, and this
operation was again performed by the sawce gentleman. T inbaled
the vapour of chloroform, half & drachm being poured upon a
haundkerchief for that purpose, and held to my nore and mouih,
Insensibilty taok place ina few seconds; but T was so0 com.
pletely dead this time that ¥ was not in the very sbghtest degree
aware of anything thut tuok place. The subsequent stupefying
¢ffccts of chloroform went off more rapialy thun those of the
ether ;. and I was perfectly well and able agaiv for my work ina
- few minutes,”” ) .

ture for the treatment of ovarian dropsy, and in removing a
very large fibrous tumor from the posterior wall of the uterus. .
by enucieation, &c.t :

Cese 1. A child of ten weeks old had a very large nazvus
behind the ear. Dr. Duncan destroved its internal organi-
zation by passing larze red-hot needles in different directions
through it. While the tumour was hissing and decompos-,
ing under their action, the infant lay guietly and placidly
asfeep on my knee, under the influcuce of Chloroform.
This is the youngest subject to whom I have givenit. 2.
A boy, of four or five, had a necresed radius cut down upon
end removed by Mr. Miller. He slept soundly during the
operation ; and, without moving. he was carried out of the
operation theatre of the hospital still fast asleep. When
visited some time afterwards he was found in bed awake,
with a bright merry eye, as if just out of a refreshing sleep:
no pain even then. 3. A nervous woman, a patient of Pio-
tessor Miller’s, was to undergo partial amputation of the
foot in the hospital—afraid both of the operation, and of
being carried in before a crowd of medical men for the pur~
rose. [ apathized her with the Chloioform in the consult-
ing-room of the hospital, had her carried into the operation-
soom in that state, and did not allow her to awake "till the
amputation was performed, and she was removed back again
to bed. She was thus entirely spared both the moral shock’
and physical pain which she dieaded. 4. A'boy had his
elbow-joint excised by Mr Syme. The operation, which is’
always a very painful one, was prolunged in consequence of
the very diseased state of the parts operated on. He slept
soundly, and remained perfectly and passively still during
the whole operation, &c. &c.

I have employed it also in obstetric practice with entire-
success. o

Cases.—1. The lady to whom it was first exhibited had’
been previously delivered inthe country by cramotomy after
a very long labour. Her second confinement took place a
fortnight before the full time. Chloroform was begun to be
inhaled when the os uteri was becoming well expanded, and
the pains very severe. In twenty-five minutes the child’
was born. The mother did not 2wake ti'l after the placenta
was removed, and was perfectly unaware that her child was’
born and alive. She stated her sencations to be those of
awaking from ¢ a very comfortable sleep.’>. 2. 1 exhibited
it, with Mr. Carmichari, to a patient who had, at her pre-’
ceding confinement, been in severe lahour for twenty hours,
fullowed by flonding. She began the inhalation when the
ditatation of the os uteri was well alvanced; the child was’
born in fifty minutes afterwards. She was kept under its
inflaence for a quarter of an honr longer till the placenta
was Temoved, and the hinder, hody, and oved-clothes, all’
adjnsted. Onawakeniag, she'declsred shé had been sleeping
refreshinely, and was quite unaware that the child was born.
No flooding.  An hour afterwards declar-d that she felt per-
fectlv unfatigned, and not as if she had borne a child atall.
3. The patient in the Materuity Hospital had twins—the
first presenting by the breech, the second by the head and
hand. 1t was her first labour. The Chloroform wis exhi-
bited when the os uteri was nearly fully dilated. - in'a few
pains the first child was bo:n, assisted by severe traction. I
broke the membianes of the second, and pushed up the hand.
Three pains expelled the child. The mother was then
hound up, her clothes changed, and lifted into another bed,
During all this time she slept soundly on, and for a full hour,
afterwards ; the Chloroform acting in this; as in other cases,
as a soporific. Dr. Christison was present to see the effécts]

f the Chloroform, &c. a R
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1 Thave now eslibited the ehlorform to above eighty indivi.

uals, and in pot one has the slightest bad effect of any kind
caulied, : ) ]



