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practical work in these departments in the process of observation and
experiment, in inductive reasoning and in manipulation.

The subjects in the science curriculum night be specially selected
for the future medical student. Of course it inay be said in favour of
the arts course that inany of the subjects such as physics and chemis-
try constitute part of the curriculum ; but then calculate the loss to
the future surgeon of that training of the hand and eye which would
lead him up to be a skilled operator; or to the scientific physician
whose complicated instruments of percision employed in the diagnosis
of discase need soine inechanical knowledge for both their use and
repair. Besides the nuimber of those and their complexity lias been
increasing with the increase of scientific knowledge.

Bnt can we not make a new departure, can we not urge that a

special scientific education be arranged by the universities for those
who desire to enter the medical profession ? Such a course would
embrace elementary Latin and Greek, Fren.h and German, physics,
chemiistry, biology, psychology, elementary mechanics, a pr-actical.
laboratory course on electricity and drawing. After two years study
this might entitle the successful candidate to the degree of Licentiate
in Science.

Something of this kind lias been recently attempted in the Univer-
sity of McGill. By a special arrangement with the Faculty of Arts
it is now possible for students to obtain the degree of B.A. along with
M.D., C.M., after only six years of study, It has been decided to allow
the primary subjects (anatomy, physiology,-and chemistry) in medi-
cine to count as subjects of the third and fourth years in Arts. It
follows, then, that at the end of four years study a student may obtain
his B.A. degree and have two years of his medical course completed.
The last two years of study are of course devoted to the third and
fourth year subjects in medicine. A certificate of Licentiate in.Arts
will be given along with the professional degree in medicine to those
who previous to entrance upon their professional studies proper have
completed two years in the Faculty of Arts, and have fully passed the
prescribed examinations therein. By this plan also during the first
two years of the arts course the medical student practically completes
his studies in physics, chemistry, botany, and elementary psychology.
This scheme is still in the .experim.ental. stage, but theres is every
reason to believe :that it will re'ult sátisfaètorily. What'deters so
many from taking .a full course in Arts or. Science before entering
Medicine is the length of time consumed before the doctorate degree is
reached, althougli I hope the time is not far distant wlhen every gradu-
ate in Medicine in Canada shall of necessity be also a graduate in Arts or
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