JOURNAL OF

EDUCATION.

Volume III,

Montreal, (Lower-Canada) June, 1859.

No. 6.

SUNMARY.~Epucatiox: School days of Eminent Men in Great Britain, by Johu

Timbe, F. R. 8. A. (continued from our las1).—Suggestive Hints towards Improved
Becular tion, by the Revesend Richard Dawes, 2ud article: Gramar.—
Thoughts on Language, l‘rx Professor Nutting (contitued from our March issue).—~
The dangers 10 which public educators are exposed atising from popalar opinions,
~How 10 do it.—\Vhat is the type of & perf itation *—Mr. Y tist Method
of Literary iabor.—Good Humot.—Purity of Character.—Punctuslity.—Make Home
Happy.—Oyriciar. Noviczs: Notice 10 8chool Commissioners.—Diplomas granted
e Roard of Examiners for the district of Sherbrooke and by the Protestant
of Examiners for the diswict of Quebec.—EpItoziar: Celebration of thc
Hocond Centenary of Mgr. Laval's Landing at Quebec.—~Tae War iy Ialy.—Eighih
Conference of ‘Teachers at the .hui es-Cantier Nonmal School.— Distribution of
Prizes at the McGill Iligh School.—Honour List—MoxTuLy Sussary: Educati-
oua! Intelligence.—Literary Intelligence.—Scientific Intelligence.—~Advertisement?
~\Woop Crrs: Map of Northern Italy.

EDUCATION.

School days of Eminent Men in Great-Britain.
By Joux Tues, F. S. A.
(Conlinued from aur lust.)
Liv.

SIR EDWARD COKE’S LEGAL STUDIES.

This celebrated Jord-chief-justice was born in 1551-2,at Mileham,
. Nesfolk, in which county the Cokes had been settled for many ge-
perations. His father, who was a bencher of Lincoin’s Inn, sent
Aim to the Free Grammar-school at Norwich, whence, in 1867, he
removed to Trinity College, Cambridge. After having spent three
years at the University, he went to London, to commence his legal
-education : he becam# a member of Clifford’s Inn, and in 1572 was
admitted into the Inner Temple; here he cntered into a laborious
course of study, which Lord Campbell thus vividiy describes:

Every morning at three, in the winter season Jighting bis own fire, be
‘read Bracton, Littleton, the Year Books, and the folio Abridgments of the
Law, till the courts met at eight. He then went by water to Westminater,

Cases argued till twelve, when pleas ceased for dinner, After

3 ahort repast in the Inner Temple Hall, he attended mdings" or lec-
tares in the aflerncon, and then resumed his privats studies till five, or
suppertime, This meal being ended, the moofs took place, when difficult
Yuestions of law were proposed and éhcmsed,—-if theweather was fine
io the garden by theriver side; if it rained, in the covered walks near
the Temple Churck. Fioally, he shut himself up in bis chamber, and
worked at his common-place Look, in which be inscrted, under the pro-
per beads, all the legal information be had collected during the an.
20 pine 0’clock struck, he retired to bed, that be might have an equal
portion of sleep before and after miduight. The Globe and other theatres
Were Tising into repute, but he would never appear at any of them; nor
woald he indalge in such unprofitable reading as the poems of Lord Sare
Tey or Spenser. When Shakspeare and Ben Jonson came into such fashion
even * 3ad apprentices of the 1aw" occasionnaly assisted in masques

aad wrote prologues, be most steadily eschewed all such amusements;

dnq it i3 supposed that in the whole course of his life he neversaw aplay
acted, or read g play, or was in compAny with a player!

To Coke’s merits there cannot be_a more direct testimony than
that of his great rival, Sir Francig Bacon, who speaks of his great
industry anﬁ learning in terms of highand deserved commendation ;
and justly ascribes to him the praise of having preserved the vessel
of the common law ir a steady and consistent course.

LV.

SPENSER AT CAMBRIDGE.

Edmund Spenser, one of the great landmarks of English poetry,
was bom in t Smithfield, near the Tower, about the year 1553;
as he sings in his Prothulamion »

Merry London, my most kindly nurse,
That-gave to me this Jife's first native source,
Though from another place I take my name,
An house of ancient fame.

The rank of his_parents, or the degree of his aflinily with the
ancient house of Spenser, is not fally established. Gibbon says:
¢ The nobility of the Spensers has been illustrated and enriched by
the trophies of Marlborough; but I exhort them to consider the
Faery Queen as the most precious jewel in their coronet.”” The

t was entered a sizar (one of the humblest class of students) of
embroke College, Cambridge, in 1569, and continued to attend
college for seven years. <« Of his proficiency during this time, says
Johnson, ¢ a favourable opinion may be drawn from the manv clas-
sical allusions in his works.”> At Cambridge, he became intimate
with Gabriel Harvey, the future astrologer, who induced the poet to
repair to London, and there introduced him to Sir Phili? Sidney,
¢« one of the very diamonds of her Majesty’s court.”” Of Spenser
it has been well said that he and Chaucer are the only poets before
Shakespeare who have given to the language anything that in its
kind has not been surpassed, and in some sort superseded—Chaucer
in his Canterbury Tales and Spenser in his Faery Queen. Spenser
is thought to have been known as a votary of the Muses among his
fellow-students at Cambridge : there are several poems in a Thea-
tre for Worldlings, a collection published in the year in which he
became a member of the University, whiclt are believed to have
come from his pen.

LVI.

RICHARD HOOKER AT HEAVITREE.

The boyhood of Richard Hooker, the learned and judicious divine,
and the earliest and one_of the most distinzuished prosewriters of
his tine, presents some interesting traits, He wasbornat Heavitree,
near Excter, about 1553, of parents ¢‘not so remarkable for their
extraction or riches, as for their virtue and industry, and God’s
blessiug upon both.”> When achild, he was grave in manner and



