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in a large measme make up for the loss of new
work in the way of building engines, ¢te He
further saad that the Northein & Northwentern
Railway s are under no obhgation to the ity
to keep their workshops i Toronto.

Mr. Hickson guve every possible accommo-
dation to the passenger trathic, ckpecinlly as
they wanted at, and ar the City Hall Station
could be altered v so changed as to alford
proper accommadution fur the trsins from the
cast and west, that these trasns would be
stopped at this station.  Various plaus were
suggested.  OF these the most feasible wes to
divert Esplanade Street between Eust and
West Matket Strects to the north of the pres
ent station, and remove the present station
building south, which if done would ygive all
the accommodation needed.

Mr. Hickson stated that it was of the ut-
most impartance for the prosperity of Toronto
and the Grand Trenk Ralway that the line
runmng from North Bay to James' Bay be
built a8 speedily as possible, and he would
further say that it was in the interests of the
city to use every legitimate influence to accom-
plish this much desirved work. He thought
the Ontario Government should assist m its
construction by granting substautial Lonuaes.

The city is alxo vitally interested in the ex-
tension of the Northern Rulway system to

Sault Ste. Marie, which will soon « e an accom-
plished fact. !
Mr. Hickson was under the imipression there i
wus some nusapprehension as to the position !
of the Northern Railway stock held by the |
city and the ratification of the hargain between
the Northern and the Grand Trunk Railways.
The fact of the muatter was that the Grand
Truuk had not to go to the Dominion Parhia-
ment for the ratitivation of the agicement, but
only in reference to the stock. Hom. J. B.°
Robinson could not in any way bleck the
agreement.

The question of discrimination of rates came |
up, but he showed no disposition to discussit,
He had told a deputation from Hauulton
relation to the same matter, that instead of
paying less they should pay more, and that .
after the amalgamation he would be willing
to discuss the nitter.

With reference to the acttlement of the dis-
pute as to ownerahip of certain property now '
occupied by the Northern & Northwestern
Railway on the Esplanade, the rights of the
city were amply provided for in the hgree-l
ment, and after the amalgamation was aceoin-
plished Mr. Hickson would invite discussion
with a view to arrive at an agreement satis. '
factory to all concerned. *

In view of the facts as above stated, yonur '
committee would recommend that Hon. J. B.
Rabison be informed by cable that no action -
is to be taken by him on behalf of the city t
oppose the amalgamation between the North.
ern and the tirand Trunk Railways.

The Cruncil went into committee on the
whole to discuss the report, Ald. Gillespic in
the chair

Ald. Baxter maved the adoption of the re.
port, which was unanunoualy carried without
amendment. In Council the report passed
unanimously, and Mayor Clarke was instcacted

; special comunissioner.
_ last found his way across the American conti-

. miles.
" world, in the course of which our representa-

to cable to Mr. Rolanson, requesting i to
tahe no action on behalf of the city,  All
Baxter wanted the chatuman of the jont com-
mittee 10 London also notified of the Council's
action, but this, 1t was gencrally felt, wounld
be an insult to Mr. Robiuson.

What a French Chief Engineer Bays.

Exitir Acken, of Paris, chief engineer of
the sleepimg-car burean of the Grand Earo-
pean Eapress and Iuterior Co |, of France, han
been sent to this country to study the Amer -
can passenger carsystem.  He recently passcd
through ittsburgh on his way to Chicago,
and ia reported by a Pittsburgh paper as hav.
ing expressed b astonisiinicnt at the perfec
tion to which our passenger cars have becn
brought

*“They are infinitely superior to our coaches
in every respect,” said he, “but your roul-
beds are peifectly miserable as compared to
ours. If our rattling cars were brought over
here they would not stay on the track a
minute. There is another thing here that 1s
simply awful ; your curves are so sharp. 7To
my mind it can not be possible that the cur
will stay on the tracks, and I fear for niy
life: yet evervbody is 80 calm and comfor-
table that T only need to look around to sce
that there is no danger.  Then, too, you ren
so fast, and in spite of me I would clutch
the seat when we swung around that curve
just out of town. I can honestly say that I
never passed a sharper curve, and will have
trouble in convincing those at home that we
went over the bend ut a rate of 45 miles an
hour. We rarely run so fast as that. It isi't
necessary.  We haven’t thousands of niiles to
go. and time is no object. We want safety.
I will try to take your car system back with
me; but you can keep your roadbeds and

- your awful rush to get from one place to

another.”

Canada Shows the Way.

Tue following, which was published in the
Pall Mail Gazette, and cabled to the Empar e,

~of Toronto, is & most remarkahle tiibute to
. the energy, loyalty and foresight of tie

Canadian people: The shrinkace of the
world under electricity, which is the mcst
notable phenomenon in our century, has sl
Jdom been more remarkably illustrated than
by the interview which took place recently
between the editor of this journal and our
Mr. Norman hss at

uent, and on the eve of his departure for
Japan, standing on the shore of the Pacific,
he paused to hold an hout's canversation with
his chief at a distance of over seven thousand
This interviewing tour round the

tive interviewed almost every colonial person.
age of note in the Dominion, from the
governor-general to the mayor of Vancouver,
has now yielded the moat extraordinary inter-
view on record.  Never hefore has modemn
journalism made 80 bold a usc of the instiu.
ments which science has placed at its dis-
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posal  Between our special commissioner and
his chief stietched an eapanse of sea and
land, acrors which, thuty yems ago it would
have been imposmble to exchange communica-
tion 1 less than thiee to four months.,  But
thunks to the enteiprise and energy of cable-
luyers und tuilvoad builders duning the last
few years it is possible to hold u contidential
conversation betwcen London and Vancouver
without u greater interval than four minutes
between the answer and the reply.  Four
minutes instead of four mouths,  That ness-
ures the shrinkage of the plastic world be-
neath the magic touch of the electricul engi-
neer. None of the wonders of the Arabian
Nights can outdo the murvel of that nidnight
tuik across the cable, in which a question,
framed on the banks of the Thames River was
answered on the banks of the Fruzer River
within a couple of winutes.  In four minutes
a circait of 13,000 wiles was complete.  Lon-
don cin talk to Vancouver with no more de
lay than, if the telegraph were not, the horse
guurds could talk with the wa: office.  The
night was unpropitious, u storm raging in the
far-away western regions hetween Winmpeg
and the Rocky Mountains intercupted  the
conversation for pearly an hour . butalthough
the temperature was helow cero the damage
was promptly reparred, the aterrupted sen
tence was completed, and the mterview pro-
cevded to its clove as though no blizzards bad
swept across the North-Weat and the wire,
instead of traversimg ocean depths and moun-
tain heights, had merely connected Hamp-
stead .nd Wimbleton.  This interview at
7,000 miles’ range is an object lesson of the
first unportani e, for it teaches the warld that
distunce has disappeared so far as the trans-
wmission of idean 1 concerned, and as the
government of men, and vapecally the repre-
sentative govermment of nien, temda to be.
come more and inore a matter of ideas, it is
impossible to over-estimate the political siyg-
nificance of.the revolution thus cffected.  As
onr commissioner very wisely remarked the
slender filament of metal along which the
men crossed and re-crossed meswages of aym-
pathy aud requests for direction, is iteelf a
striking symibal of our iniperial unity and pro-
phetic of that closer nnion there s atill to be
hetween our island vealm and what Sir John
Macdonald calls her auniliary kingdoms  Re-
garded as & chain what can be weaker than
the trmiling anchar of a storm driven vessel.
She might snap the cable at cither end. A
gust of wind might bring the overhead wires
to the ground. a prowling bear from the forest
primeral clambering up the poles might inter-
rupt the circuit. Asa material the nexus is
slender as the gossamer.  And yet what chain
of fortressen, what Roman wall of frowning
masonry could vie for a moment in real
potency as an cmpire-binder, with this silent
and necret highway of the thoughts of man.
1t makes neightors of dwellers at the utter-
moat ends of the earth. The change cannot
fail to impress the imagination of atateswien,
and to fill the hearts of our people with fresh
hope as to the promise of the future. Qur
correspondent is evidently impreased with the
danger of attempting to draw too tightly the



