
THE CUISIS Wl OUR COUNTRY. [E.

the people, andi withi the king at thieir Ilead used the military class to
u}llhold their tyranuical priestcraft. Egypt wvas so grossly idolatrous that
hier divinities were coutltc-ss and raiiged fronx the beetie to the sun.

In the days of Perides, ivisdomi and art w'ore atlicistir, in toind,--cy.
With ail lier philosophers and artists, Athens liad over 50,000 women
who made it a part of their religion to sacrifice sobriety and virtue in
the worship of Bacchus and Venus. In the days of Aiigustus, '-iome

had~~~~~ noridec.ssnl familles controlied 50,000 slaves; no ,phul-

anthropy-the oltd and the infirma ivcr turnced out to die even by thieir
owni children ;no religlous faithi-the Panthecon wvas ready to receive
any 110w divinity or even humnan hiero. In Ivan's days in ilussia the
government was a dcspotisrn, aud the people were virtually serfs. Ig-
nlorance and supersti tionî abounidcd. IMighft -%Vas the oluly riglit, and
every command, of the Decaloue ivas broken1 withi impunity. La ., ivas
only Pý cobiveb lu whichi the little flics geIt hopclessly entangled, but ail
the big flics 1,rolze throuzgh. lu Lco X*stiîne Itatlylhad allierarciy bui1t'
on the ruins of primitive faith. Rlites and ceremonies engrafteci apon
the churcli from paganisni displaced ail spiritual ivorship, and religion
wvas a skelet on leaf, fromi which aIl the sap) of lif-Le hiad bcen withdrawn.
Formalisrn and hiypocris-y v-ere christened nder the namie of faitli auJ
wvorship. Iu France the Grami Monarcli made his court the Olympus of
ý;ayety, extiayaganice and sensiudity. Vice had flot even the charni of
blusli. Wealth was lavishld. ou ]uxuary and crime, and the Secds of the
ilevolution werc sowiî, t;hat ripencd. ln the guiillotinie and the Tribunal.
Il' Eugland Pcisma was regliant. Yonl miglit have hecard every
preacher of note in London,. auJd uîot have kuown iwhethcer lic, were a
followcr of Confucius or Buddhia, Mahiomet or Christ. Marriage wvas
but a name., and religion a cloak for infidclity and imrnorality.

Our rapid. inere in p)opl).atioit is our peril. llundreds of thousauds
of immigrants lai id on our shores every year. Thcy corne representing
every nation and tougue aiid shiade of political and religions krith and
Opinion. They coic so fast auJd miultiply so rapidly tliat ive do0 îot
"ssin)]LatO tlem to auir social auJd nationial eliaracter. Ive arpe to-ay
îîot a homogrencous but a hieLerogreneous peoplv-comýposta of every-
thing, compacted into niothiin<r, Th1s people la.rgely gravitate toward
our great cities, one-fourtlh of ivhosec population, and sornetimies three-

fo hs refreg br. its hoa Jeffcrson's proverb is truc-
that the cities are t1he ul1cers of tlhe bad1y politie.

rhi~c fables of the Ancliellt>, sonietimies"seein to bu. prophectic of modern
history. Jason with Ilis A-roiiauts iii seardli oif the Golden Fleeco is
Commerce ivithl lier white wVingÏs sweelpinis over the wide seas iii searcli
Of gýain.- Augeas is Immigration gah, u Iel ods nooerrwe
tenements, like cattle herded in stalls. Thc only strcam. that can flood
and Purge thesu Augean stables is the river af the Gospel, and the only
Hercules that eau break dowîi the wvall of the court auJ turn the flood
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