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THE 0'UTL0OK IN JAPAN. [JUNE,

iii solid rc f1t te groups gathered arourd individuals in the perioil
just past. At tne barnie time, in every sthool the rcligious ifluence is
constant. They urc not like the missionary collcgcs of India that
graduato a - kind of tit." The graduates in large majority are
carnest Cliristians. Nox we seek one thing more-the coneecration
diat will mako them the fearless, devoted and successful leaders of the
Lord's hosts.

The number of missionary societies continues to increase. We fecel
lîke saying, Hold ! Eilvagli ! If any chureh or society, Britishi or
Amnorican,ý tllinks of launching a iîew mission, ]et them seek some othler
iield, or cone preparuli to unite with some of the organizations -lread3
hore. We have weak missions enoughi, and strong ones too, for tiat
nialttor. Were our mission forces combined, we should not need an-
aller man ; iiîdeed we could dispense witil a third of those alirearly
hiero. It is our disunion that makes our mission «voýk so extravagantlv
costly. It is absurd to place three missions of as many different
churclies in one small couintry town of Japan, as absurd and wasgtefll
as to plant a half dozen denominations in a frontier village in thie
United States. As longý, as the churches in the United States prefer
that sort of thing, and. are ready to, pay for it, it vill no doubt conl-
tinue; but it costs more than wasted time and money. A Congrcg..
tionalist lias juCt. written to a Presbyterian,. "1The division of our.
few Christians iu the sanie neighiborhood into two churches of (lit-

foret uamesis licgreatest obstacle to, our work here." ndhocx
presses luis perfect willhngn -s, ýo enter Presbytery if therebv hiarnitni,
can ho ,gained. And yet nivih in. the United States oppose ninj
Japani, because they happen to bc dissatis£-d with. the resuits of the
plan of union in INew York fifty years agro, arnd associations thrcaten
to eut off tlîeir contributionîs to tho Board if union is effectedl. Let it.
ho understood that tie present plan of separate action, in Japan at fthe
leqst, involves great wvaste.

The Episcopal societi&'s biax e united their churches iu the Nippnnýi Spi
Ko Kwai, thelloly Churchi of Japan. Thic union proposed by thor Metl-
odist m-iissions is postpoiied hecause of unsympathetic action at l<-inie.
Thue union of the Pieformed antl Preshyterian bodies will ho coinjdeted
byv the union of the Cuniberland Presbyterian Churcli in the coming
sprrng. J'lie further union with the Congregational chureches vas
-voted by tlie synodl of ý'he Vnited ChurrIh in K.November, but the Geni-
oral Association of the Coingrcgatioiial ch urches postpoucd action iiitil
spring. Tlîus tlheir action is still in donbt. This union, if effected,
ivilil be of great service t.o the cause of Christ in1 Japan.

FRO'M THE PRISO0%.
In lfrceiiiber, 18S' , a htrige iuuîuiber of m' .. from thec province oif Tosà

camne to Tk1'k to li~uta plttioi to t'uu (h>vcriiiciit. Afirr Fonie
delay thio Coeii'vrneut dcclincd to recuive the petition, buit tho Tos


