
18.]BRITIS11 OPIUM IN CINA.

question. A total r'evenueofe about $1.10 per pound, ail dute at the ports,
brigsa ltte ior mneythîî orîcry nt tu teasryat ekn.But it

aiso hiastenls the physival anld moral ruin of multitudes. Nine and three
quarter million pouinds wvere iînportcd in 188S7, an increase of inie iper cent-.
on tii verage 'early amloiuîît fronm U82 to 1886 undcer lcomearng.nnt
Tie trade lias iiov learer officiai sancutioni. he autiiori Lies provide safe and
cheap stur-age aL, ports~, and untaxed transit inland. Andi the cancer is to
strike its roots deeper inito the nation's lieart. In proof of this, rend the
Oustonis reports for 1887, liow at various ports the new rile "1bonetits the
trade"1 ; liow thc trade Il acquires stability Il and Il incre.isecl facilit.y " and
"reat benielit" ; vlîile- at Pakzhoi the opium partly ",takzes the place of

silver lis a circulatinzg iiedium." The Shangliai conmissioner reports:
'Transit passes arc respected andtheUi native dealers arc scnding~ the opiumi

to more dlistant markets than evCi'."
Tho.t miissionaries dIo not inagnity thc evils of opium to excuse the slowv

progress of missions let Sir Tionas 'Wade, ex-amibassador, testiry: "ITle
habit is many tintes more pcrnivious, nationally speakin-, than thov gin andi
wlîiskcey dr1inkIiîîg -,v'hi ch we deplore at hlolne"-a stronîger statelîîent thiami

îîuis'ioîaries1îîae ; stili it is liard to decide îvliih of the two habits pro-
duces the more niisery. Forty-five million dollars spent in one yeair (188S7)
fu oi-i orei opium, atid lilf of iL; spent by people unable to bity both opium
andi IDouti food, mnleanis a iwidt" extcnt of woe. 111. Easoui, of the Chilna In-
landt Missioni, says thiat ini Ytinniaîî, Prov'ince haif of thie wvolun and four'-
lif thîs of the meni are sînokzers. \Vhîci Baron Rielitoven is quoteti that lu
Si-chîu:nîl Province as îîîuicil opium is used zas aniyvlîerIe, antiti îîowliere are
Uic elteets so little seuln, it 15 iiot expIlatineti tîat, the t'liiiia.te ot the illoulît-
ins is salubrious andi tliat the people of the river valleys arc %vealtiy. IL
s tiiioni- tie poor, Nvlio cannot buy 1)otl foodi andi opium, thlat; thîe misery is
iliust seen. flere ks the exact parallci to the drink ctirse,-worlz negl]ecteti,
debis iipaid, cdothles andtiebd ini pawn, chîîltren andi ageti par'ents liait
star-veti. Thiere are frequent, instances of %vives soiti to i1wovid&eoiumi. li

ou'partzs of I-Iuelîow, Clikiang, opium-ninieti vagabionds liave beexitterror
to tI i et arm ers. In ithat. part of tIue cil y of Siainghiai utiîder LIiv' liuntiicipal cou-
trol uf Etnropeamis more thu 1,200 opium saloons were licenise in a "$. o
ývoin(er that the" :îîinber ot prisoners ini jail %vas tventyý-live per cenit.--Ireatrr
Manil i 186. The opium hlabit of ten co-exists %vithi ai o inl the satmnn
inidividuals. Ail vices thrive ivitin the opium tidens. Especiallv dî.-es t.hîîý
oium îiimaniîa bin out of the mani aIl capacity for truth. A professional.
bur-giar would be receivet o cliurcli iiicmbersliip ln China as sooni as Nwould
-XII oliumii user.
.rimes shielded by Britishi civil or iiitary officiais, smnugled opinum

into Chfina for seveîîty years. After two %vars and the, paymiert of Vztst iii-
delinnities (lie ti'aliv 'mas icmaieaâ thie Orand Sccrvtary, Li 1-Iun-cai,
saii iii l1îi81, - îut, frontî vhîui,', ut bocause (itasabînitteti t' the ativerse
decisioxi uof Yra.et apîologîists sity tîmat Chla's Conce'ssionis Ilave bei

tary. Tliat lime ('Iineso suhmnitteti at ail gracioutsiy c>mîhy ilsatcstleii'
bIIIi'Tivi h.'gh's mîmai o îîe'sa 1-i-mr îiiît as -m-ll muale a Ipri'st-'nt
<~l~ r" \ ferlSfOfor tweîil v-hiveyvars, Bish illuviwe prevenh'd

Ciini fri-1 raisnlg thle dhiiy evi1 to a piartially jîr<>lihlilt'y rt.Fillaly
mi S5>i a iii'e. aring1"î'lieit *as-- l.ande wlîirhl triemîts ot ('humla Imolieti iii-hit,

lji'%s.IIieWllat of a eitm'k to tiii, trade, but whiil iii the w kigs, t,, lie
rather stCîgli î ut viD But it is un arrangremuent fur four yea'sonhy
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