
OEOLOO[CAI. AREAS OP CAXADA.

Superior counitry, described, uinder tho District ot tho Upper Lakc4,
in tilo gcology of Onitario. It inclucles ail tho country lyio- between
the boulidairy-line of OntIVio (not yct definitely ttIt(), andi the
WVinnipcg River and Lakec, with. probably a wider extenasion of area
towards the north-wvest. It 1.3 oceupied essentially by Laurentian
strata of mnicaccous and sycnitie gneiss, quartzite, kc., with over-
Iying beits, in varions places, of inicaceous, chloritic, and horaiblendie
siates, and slaty cougdonierates, of lluroiiian age. These Cry-stalline
atrata formi the surface in ntany parts, but in othersi, and especially
on the south-east shore of Lake WVinnipeg, they are covcrcd by thick
deposits of Glacial and PotiilClays and sands. The average
altitude of the district is about 1,200 fect-the ground. risiug in
places to 1,500 or 1,000 feet above the sea, but desceuding to 710
feet at. Lake -ýVùiipeg-.

(2.) TAe Eas1ern Prarie, or Lake Jfanicoba Dirici.-Tlii.t sub-
division comprises the country immcndiately west of Lake Winnipeg,
Deer Lake, Lake Arthabasca, &c., and the entire area arotiiii Lake
Manitoba, Lake Witiipegoss and coii.cctc(,d series of lakes, %wjth
tho venfley of Red River and tho lower courses of tho Assiniboine,
Swan River, and Ssskatclewiin. It foruis essentially the 'IFirst
Prairie Steppe" of the north-west, and occuî>ies in elevation of about
750 or 800 feet above tho son, stretching to the basa of th<e second
prairie along the lino of hilly country defined by the Pembitia,
Rtiding, ])uck, and Porcupino Mountains and the Basquia His. It
13 underlaid in its more eastera portion (iiacluding Fort Garry, the
lower course of Red River, the wvestern shores of Lake Winnipe,
Cedar Lake, &c.) by Lowver Siluiriant st.rata, belonging esseatially, if
net wholly, to the Trenton formation, and consisting cliietly ot
dolomitic limestones in horizontal or nearly horizontal beds. T1ie
more western and north-wvesterit portion (including Laikel Manitoba,
Dauphin Lako, the wvest shore of L>Ika WVinnipe-ozis, Swan Lake,
&x.) is underlaid by Devonian strata, cousisting m.ost probably of
the higher portion of tho series. Nuinerous brie sprigs. and, here
and there, outflows of.petrolzuin, appear to mark the Devoniianl area
generally; but the surfaco of the district is almost. eatirely covered
by Glaciald and Post-Glacial deposits, nîostly hi the forai of stratitied
Marly clays.

(3.) T'he CentIral 1>raîriâ Disirict.-This is essentially a prairie
reg-ion, but iterspersed with patches of woodland, and forming ont
the whole a rollin and oftezi hilly country. It comprises tho second


