
ais!rs o., RELIuICUS EVL'CATION.

:îris or Ille ilivcnti'.e lacrcy or' Cod, but
the enîd of flic occurrence of' such
C ases is bcttrr Çuiltilledl wvbn wc receive
tlrncin witli adoring admniration,than wvhen
we nake thcrn the reason for our ex-
pectation of them. Our expectations

ofsuccess arc to be regulated entirely
by tlrn degree af our conformity with
the prescribed rules. Tlcey who, absent
themnselves from the public worsbip of
God, wlio bave no respect for the ardi-
ziances and institutions af Chrhbt, arc
justly thoughlt to be more remote frorn
the blessings that accampany salvation,
than they who. thougPh tbey have neyer
rcalized thein in any piritual degree, or
in any sense that can betokien their
cannectian with the ransomed of' Gnd,
are neither sparitig in tlieir ofÇeingsnor
infrequent in their attendance; and
tbereforc, are in circumstances in which
tbey are more Zikely to become the sub-
jectsoai is kingdorn. They arewithin
the limits of' an appointed systcrn of
tocans. They are waitingr the Urne of
God's merciful visitation, wvhen soe
spark of divine truth may Iight with et'-
ficacy upon their souls, and fiaifil the
gracious purposes of their Redeo-mer.
But tbey, on the contrary, who, alleging
that since God dwelleth not ini temples
macle with handc, that thereforc it is no
duty nor canccrn of' theirs to prescat,
thernselvcs in assemblies for divine wor-
ship, Dut consideringr that the command,
of God for public worship, has made it
a positive ordinance o? that desciption,
whicb forbide ail questioning of its obli-
gation; tbey who believe, or who pre-
tend to believe, that public devotion is
useless, aud giçe a practical exemplifies-
tion of their belief by i ieglecting it, are
rnanifestly bath from, tii? reason of the
thiDg, and fromn actual experience, in a
less bopeful condition, and in circuma-
stances that bespeak a more probable
reprobation, tb,.n they: who wait for the

moving of' the waters, ud approact né;
near to, the gates o? Ileavezi as is signi-
fied by their attendance upan an insti-
tution which Godl bas commandod thein
ta, observe. Again, they wha cont'orm ta
the lettertbough not ta the spirit af the
divine comnzandment in oflbring up unta,
God prayers that proceed anly from, the
surface of the heart, and witb the small-
est possible measuzre o? spiritual vitali-
ty, are certainly in a state Iess despe-
rate than they ivho make the namne o?
God only the arnament of' their curses.
Nowv in the saine manner, those persons
wvho, influenced by the lessans of a bap-
I)Y educatian, have been tauglit from
their earliest days ta reverencethe name
of theirCreator and Redcemerwho bave
be en haMituated tz attend the adminis -
trations of God'B ordinances, wbo bave
been taught ta discriminate, from their
earliest morn af life, between go od and
evil, and ta feel with repulsiveness and
recoil the first approaches af wbat is
base and dishanourable, unwortby and
sinful, arm they whomn God, according
ta the usual metbod of bis procedure,
more commonly blesses with the graces
af bis spirit and the jays af bis salva-
tion; and althougb the moment ai their
transition from the natural ta, the spirit
ual should neitber be remembered aftci -
wards nor knowa witb certainty nt the
time, tbough the divine spirit shouid
bave wrougbt unseen, and produced its
etfrecte by imperceptible degrees, lilie
the graduai dawning of the bcams of
ligbt in the east, the fact af a conver-
sien may be flot the less certain, nor the
evidence of it less conclusive, than in
those cases ivhere the demonstration of'
divine power bas been suddenand over-
wbelming; and the ngonized spirit, tra-
vellincg in darkness and in confliet ivith
despair, bas reccbed at last the quiet
test of God,and the pence wbicb passetit
al underctanding.


