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31any considerations conspire to lcad us to
take a peculiar interest in the state of truc
religion in France. Mruîy confessors and
martyrs were fond there ini the bciniugiii of'
the third century, whien tic powver of Pagani
Rome was puit forth. agailist the Church, of'
Christ. And wvhen, in thc sixtecîiUî century,
a tcstimony was lifted upl against the usîîrpa.tiuîî
and tyranny of' Papal Roine, no counitry suffered
more froin the pcrsecuiting rage of the l>opish
priesthood. In one iel:, bcgriaing) witli St.
Barthjoloînew's day, iii 157.2, sevcîity thousand
persons wcre niurdcred. Thei streets of paris
ran with blood. 'Fle cruel and perfidious
monarch amused liinselt' iii firing u poul the
fugitives, who wvcrc fleeing ilor shelter to the
gates of the palace. Agrain, in 1635, the cdict
of Nantes, wvhich liad solcninly guarantccd iia-
portant privileges to the rellbrniedl cliurcli, wvas
revokcd, and tens of thoî:sands of its mienbers
were driven froni thecir homes anîd tlieir country,
or tortured and siain. Froin the period of the
French revolutiozi, the ineiers of the reforicd
church have posscssed cqual civil privileges
with. the rest of their fellow citizens. These
were frequently iavadcd after the restoration or
Louis XVIII.; and even flou', under the mnore
tolerant, regiuîc of Louis Plîiilipplc, the- iins-
ters and niembers of the reforiîncd chuircli some-
times suifer froni the violenct- of înobs and the
prejudices of'local inagistrates. Infldclity had,
until latelyextensively corruptcd and unecîvated
tlîat church. In France and Geneva, lip till
the period of' the penace, cousequent, on the
battle of WVaterloo, the îiîîiiisters werc, ivitli
fcw exceptions, Ncologrists.. Thicy hnrl cutire-
ly lost sight of' their own ancient crceds and
confessionîs. Their flocks wcresuink in spirituial
dark-,îess, so that whîcn a fcw ininisters, etîlighît-
cncd in the knowvledge or 'Uic goepel, throughi
the reading or the lloly Scriptures and inter-
course wvith B3ritishî chrisitians, begaît to preacli
evangelical doctrine, they werc reproaclied for
introducing a newv religion. Throuiglî the
grace of God, however,aun extensive revival has
takcn place. True great majority of Uic pastors
of the rcformied ehurcli nowv preach the saine
trutlis,%vlùch their own Calvins ana Bezas, of a
former age, tauglît froni the pulpit and the
press, to thc illiumination of the surrounding,
niations.

lu France, tîrter ai the sacrifices thea lia;'a
becîx îmade for liberty, no ecclesiastical counecils
are azllowed to be hield. It seîns tliat the
I>opislî bishops cainnut bc trusted to have large

metig oytîîrccg, and to avoid aîîy
,qppearance of partialit, the ref'orîned cliurcli is
interdictcd froni holding synods. The pastors
do uîo., huwever, cunsider tliemnsclves restrauîed
frein holding mîeetings for deliberation on the
aflàirs of the church, and sucl i eetings are not
uacouîinon aînungst tijein, under thc nine of
(Confcecces. A. a recent Confcreiîce, held nt
Montauban, -n the South i f France, the nuzuber
ol' icînhiers,-, ineluidingr lrofessors, in attendanee,
Nwas sixty-five, of w'holi foit-five were U.lhio-
dcx. These u'ec gathiercdl togretiier frcîîî a
wvidc extent, of countrýv, sorne liaving travclcd,
and that by badI ronds, eighity lonigues. \Ve
present. our rentiors w'ithi a f'eu extracts froin a
letter or a professor ia the 'Montauban serninary
to the editor of thc Xciu 1orc Obscrv>-, tule
writcr being a regrular corresp)ondent of that
pl)ulc. The perustîl of these noticces of the
laloors and sufferings of' our YFrencli brelhren,
will, wce trust, lcad Some to Sympathise wîth
thein, and to pray for thein, and to pray also,
that ive, ourselves, niay ere long beable to send
Missiouarics and Coioreuis to the benighted
halâtans of Lower Canada:-

41 T1i ev;îei Society of' France cniploys at
this mnomnit la- iinisters of the grospel, 7 c,.*aiu!e-
liste, ý'> inistrocîoîs or instrtictrvsses and S colpoite-
uirs: ini adl, 52 zigeiuts, whio announcc ini difîtirent
ways the trutlis of salvatîcîs ini a grcat iinany pla-
cis The conmiuitec ]lave a vast -corresp)ondenice.
Thcy liold thr-cc meetings a înoî:th, anid latcIy onc
litund;rcd letters iverc the eider ofthe day at their
ineeting,. Tlhe calis for cvng liiîstructors and
colpjortéurs increase ev day; niaîîy doors are
openl ini Ille provinices wichzI il, 'vas thoulî. would
romiain slitit for a long~ tiuic to coine a gaîmst tllc
light cf Ille refornmlation. l'le paýstors ofouir cltrchi-
es ulbo apply te Il coînrnittce Io obtain aid in their
arduotis labors.

t'La.tclv uni intcrcsting scene occuirrcdl nt St.
Denis, a sînahl towîml iie.r Paris, and wvhich is fit-
MUS for containing tlle toitnbs ofoir kineos. The
Evanlgelical Socicty blas c:,tablislicd nt St:Denis, a
protetn ,cîo coti ingfty pupils, and 0on oc-
casion of tlle <itribution of prizes, Mr. Grand
Pierre, evangrchical pastor of the Taitbout chapel in
Paris, dehivcilc a, discoursQe bcfcre a numnerouls au-
dicnicc, asscnîhc cspcially to lîear thc doctrines
ofte gospcl. r he Mýayor andl othcr public officers
'vere prcscîît. Mr. Grand Pierre preachced faith-
filhy, and Nvas listciicd to with tht nîot -criolle ;t-


