
iEbtARItS 0ON PSAL310lT.

in trui, it afiords tirem, in tire enjnyment of its or-
dillaîrcs, ail npillirt %%ili1V of girtg % elît t à 1 eudeep
tr. ug,'iî vici-, a~snd tiro ardent tî iiirn * nii of Li i

soul, initier t1iw îtn a iwce of a lre:tvcien rîl~.t
îiidrdetrririitil. Noîli îg nlinost curd lie btl':tet

frtte iti t li~ ~ an r4:rri l 'lie peaIrnms
heing a part o* thv iirrrly iiiepir.l wi.rril îif Gel!,
%viii, n iilc'r the' tiiiseeni but puîwe-rfiii cergry ofi theu
ialv siit, have thre saille awlikellin. aird rerresli

înrg cf1ect illon tire itoul titat us alcribed ta the
Scriîîturvs ut large--as effiect tit ivill be eriliaticed
by the circrrirstaice that tire psaimis lire decpily ex-
perinriental, ar.d corrsequenidy pawcerfrilly calcula'
ted te begret sytupatirctrc feceling anrd being griven
by thc inrspiruatini oft limi %iio know0%S % Iat is in
mi), ant io1 iii iirately aicqiintril %viî h ail tie se-
cret spriig. lnt operrîtinrîs oi tue feelings ini tire
heurt of tuiat try rire imure rniinirrrbly adapleti for
givitrg exiirsssicin il) aIl the variedl cirnutiors tif thre
ëou 1, tiîu ony anv rlr humai n tinpJnsitj.în ciii d b.',
tiomigli frniiied wvitlr nil the seiisibilîty of tire prtet,
aiid ail tire acrrtcitýS of tire ietaulI)viciaii. MVlen
psaiiiociy ivas iiitrcidnccd iiito tire ivorsrhi of thre
Chiotcl at the apeiiiiig of thre reforiiiattin, the
change feit iry ferioî'61y crspttserl %orslrippere
woîîli bre prodnizriouis. Fornrer!y the3 %vere denieri
tire WVord of' (od, andi tire waorslp to wlrîcl tire%
were adnîîtteii was col, lijltleqs, iiiiiiirstîrrg, andi
unirîtelligible. But now, inti Ui exercise af psalrro-
dy, the wvords t'f tire living God, eqrîaily fitted et
once ta excite and ta express tire deeîýest erîrotrons
of tire soul, werc put juta tioir nioutlîs in a litn-
gunge tlîey urrderstood, and in tiiese ivards witlî ail
the freshiness ai recent enjoynîcnt, trey hall thre
Opportunity af joining pprsonally in the -.worsiîp,

ina way tîrat wvns at once rationiri, interestiîrg, and
intelligible, unid of potiritig onit tire pent-up feel-
ings oft teir lierrta Lnrder tire animating, elevating,
thriiiing irîflirerice of mubric andJ poetry

Il0f ail Uic arts hencalli the licaven,
Tirai mi lias forrnd, or God lias qiven,
\'ont: steais ih >ou] sa %%-cer.tway,
As mti.'îc'., nrelrirg mvsrrtc lay;
Slight ernblcmt ci* irelie sboe
IL soaihes the spirit ail ta love.",

IVe need nat wonî!er tiret psrilmady, as an or-
dinatice ai Christ, was a pawcrful agent ini a-
vrninrg tire reformatiun when once it was irîtro-
duced.

In Germnrny, Luthrer, some time previotis toi his
administering tie eacrament ai tire Ilord's euppier
in tire Germen langunîge, ptibiishod a small boni.
coîrteining tirirty-eigh, Gernian lîymns, witiî rip
prapriate turnes. Ile was iiself a ilirsicianp 818i
a muîsical composer of a high arder, and hie ap
plied bis lwowledge ai mnusic sa ehi]fully that in

tire sinritg af these hymne, ltire lrarmony and
modîtuatini titPoluccagteal %vitî tiie-,vutdb nti
"etijiiits, lir teridied to rmise tire correspondent
.f1ýxtioîis in Uie iiirhi tie sinigera."I'

Ars ai) cvideiice tirai tio prtalins-tlre sweet songe
l' Ziîîr-were iirelerreti hefure erry utîrer by clins-

-rias ii nl cotiritries, 've iind tirat Il ini every Pro-
tebtrint country, a inetrical version ai fire Pitaîns,
ii tire verrîrcular language, appeared at a very
early jieioti."

"lTire Frenîch version, begun by Clement Marot,
rînd corrrpleted by fleza, contri'uutedl miroi ta the
spread ai tire reforination in France. Even Ca!tra
lies flsockeri for a tinre ta tire assemblies ai thre
Pruteztaits ta listen ta tireir psalmady."t

Frrm raine incidentai notices in Knox's Histary
<if tire Refoirnatwii, it appeats that thete ww4 a
rîcetrîcal versiusi of et least a partnon ai tire pamim
uted rît Iicutlatid et a very early stage ai tire rerur-
liratioti.

lit 15~46, an the nigeht tirat George W~i.hart, thre
mîartyr, was italien prisorrer at tire house ai Or-
iistoi, airer suirper, <as Knox relates) 4ire said,
à%%cEi éiîig a psalm ;' sud s lie lippazrnted tire fil-
ty-flrst irsaim wich was put ini !Scottish mel.re,
and began tirus :

"H Iave mercy an me nom-, gooti Lord,
Aller îhy great Mercy'."

Again, in n.55, Knox mentions tire case ai a
grodly %vomane wvio, on lier dying bed, "desired
lier sîsters aird some atiiers that were bouide irer,
te sing a pralin, and amnang athers site appointed
tic cihi. psalm, beginnirig,

IlAy sou], praise tiroi tire Lard always."

In tire course ai a year or twa lifter titis titue,
tire psalms arpear ta havre beori commonly and pub.
licîy aune in tire Protestant congregatians, for
Knox, after detcribing the destruction of the Pa-
pisîr idai ai St. Giies by tire populace ai Edin.
burgîr, adds "Itue brcthren assemblcdl tiremseives
in suchi sort, in comparries, singiag psalms, and
praising God, tirat the praudest ai the enemnies
wxere astonisiied."

Dr. M'Cric mentions, on the authority af Cuider-
%vood, tirat two brothiers of tire name of John and
Robert WVedderbimr, natives ai Dundee, appear to
have been the principal transiators of thia ýVexSi0D,
wiiceli was nover conapietcd.

Previousiy ta tis time, bawever, a new version
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t Dr. ML'Crie's Lite of Kna;3 1. M4.


