LIFE OF THE REV. SAMUBL RUTHERFORD.

churches, roused the people to an immedi~
ate and detennined resistance, and the re-
sult is well known. Preshytery became
the established form of religion in Scotland,
and a frce General Assembly was sum-
moncd tomcet at Glusgow, in November
of that year, and a Parliument in May of
the subseguent year,

It was during the struggle which Pres.
byteriaus successfully made at this period
to resist the innovations of Prelacy . that
Mr. Ratherford quitted his mprisonzaent
at Aberdeen, and returned to the pastoral
charge of his flock at Anwoth.

Inthe General Assembly which was
convened at Glasgow in 1638, Mr. Ruth-
erford, along with others who had incur-
red the censures of the High Commission
Court, were called upon to explain the
grounds on which they had been accused ;
and, after due deliberation, adecision was
passed in favour of the persecuted ministers,
ard they were recognised as members of
court. At this Assembly, one of the
most memorable.dn the annals ¢f the Scot.
tish Church, Prelacy was abolished, aud
the Presbyterian constitution, even in its
minutest details, fully re-established. The
Bishops were deprived of their power, and
the greater nuinber of them were excom.
municated.  In all the proceedings of this
cventful period, My, Rutherford took a live-
ly interest, rejoicing in the triump® of those
principles which he had so long and so con-
sistently advocated, and for which he had
endured somany and severe privations.

Shortly aficr the mceting of the Glas-
gow Assembly, an application was made
by the city of Edinburgh to the Assanlly’s
Commission, to have Ar. Rutherford
transferred from Anwaih to the nictropolis,
that he might have the opportunity of ex-
ercising his talents in a moreimportant and
extensive sphere.  So sure, indeed, do the
city rulers appear to have been  of obtain-
ing his services, that he was clected a
minister of Edinburgh two mouths after
the rising of the Asscmbly.  Another

application, however, was made to have
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him appointed Professor of Divinity in
the New College, St. Andrews. The
Commission preferred the latter situation.
Petitions against his removal were pre-
sented from the county of Galloway, and
from the parishioners of Anwoth, and he
himself urged, in a respectful petition, his
¢ bodily weakness and mental ineapacity.”
All was unavailing : the interests of the
Church demanded his appointment, and
the commission cherefore ordained that he
should occupy a chair for which he was
considered @s  pre-amineutly  qualificd.
He still, however, entertnined  hopes, that
the Assembly, at its next-niceting, would
refuse to confirm the decision of the Com-
nission. In this, however, he was dis-
appointed, and nothing remained for him
but to submit calinly to his removal from
hisbeloved people.  The ofiice which Mr.
Rutherford was now called to oceupy was
oncof thewmostusctul and highly honora-
ble to waich ke could have been promoted.
Ie felr the responsibility  connected with
its daties ; but afterthe decp distress he
ha? experienced at Aberdeen on account
of his ¢ Silent Sabbaths,” he could not
hear :he thought of being deprived of the
privslege of publicly proclaiming the Gos-
el of Christ.  On his cavrnest application,
therefore, to the Assembly, they yiclded to
his wishes on this point, and appointed
him colleague to Mr. Robert Blair, who
had been recently translated fiom Ayr, to
be ore of thic mindsters of the towA of St,
Ardrews.

In the public concerns of the Church
and the country Mr. Ruthesford was deep-
ly ilaterested.  Himself a conscientious
admirer of Presbytery, he rejoiced in the
complete establishment of the system in
Scotland, and the increasing attachment o
it which was manifested in England. To
his principles he firmly adhered, and such
was the confidence reposed in him by his
brethren, that he was appointed by the As-
sembly one of the Scots commissioners to
the General Assembly of Divines, held at
Wesminster. On  this important mis-



