
Iu PRACTICAL BEKPTt

BrEGCIÊýNÈ XS EXPREC IN Wli'-
TU, ING.

Twenty colonies were !Lxed for wln-
toer on ticir sumimer stands ln this
way:-La.rge boxes made of two
iieginents or sitorles, witlî lor-,g hori-
zontil and move.able front dooc il r the
loNver segment, aIso, a moveable zinc
cover; the -%vloie restiug on a plat-
form raised about six luches fi-omn
tic grouud; (9atd, piatform used
tlwrouglîout tie %vliole yoar te secure
dryness, neatuese arfd ventilation.)
Inside o! the large box, restiug on
a smalee piatform or bottom board,
la placed for winter, the ive pack-
cd bard wlth straw ail around (about
G Inches); such are the main f eatures
of my metiiode o! wintering.

But added te tiet, le a epecil ad-
lustmient o! my own, devlsed te facil-
ltate the cieanlng of the 1bottom
board durlng -winter, as alec the
8pring !eeding under-te ftrames. It
ts this : Tie, hive insead of resting
dilrectiy on the bottom board, Is (fer
winter-time) raisedl about four inches
from It by moans of a distinct frame-

wokthrep, incItes tick; the front
(or 4th aide) o! sald !rame-work ie
ieft open, a littie moveabie board
1-2 inchi tiick being applied as the
fourtiî side o! the franie Nvork and
uSc<l as a deor te tie underpart o!
the l'ive; and for tie daily use of thc
becs, a Small entrance lsecut ln tic
iower Part o! said mnovabie board.
Anycue wilsec liîw tasy it le te
reioi-e the front large. door of the
big box, the littie muner door o! the
f rame %work, and aIl the packing be-
tween tic, two or under the frames
without disturbing »elî becs te any
serious citent, and then te cleati tie
bottom frcm ail dirt aud dead bees.
To cuake a cleaner job I use a
Plece c! coarse paper te cover the bot
tom board; the packing being donc
between twO sheets o! tsaid. paper
under tie trames o! tic hives. AS I
Juet Sald, I pack with straw, the four
incher, space, lilder the fraýmes; for,

the bees could nct very well leep
warrn with so rauch frec epace un-,
der the trames; but a asheet of brown
paper ptaced under the, trame pre-
vents the straw from annoyli!g the
becs. The packing la; a littie loose
near the eutrance te~oW a passage
for the bees. «With euch a mctiiod
1 eau tu a littie morn tixan AUL heur
clean al; the bettom boards of the
twenty hives, w'lthout dIsturbing the
bees or jarring the hli'es.

Now, bere l.e a mistake 1 made tilis
%vinter. I dld not pack soon oriough
the four Inch space und.er the trames;
the resuit wae tliat the long cold
speil of December last khlied one o!
my colonies. AFi the menti o! March
has been splendid se far 1 removet1
that ive te tie hoaey-house ln or-
der to examine the combe of sald
colony; and here le -wha.t I !ound:
About one thousand bees dead in
their two or three Inches of capped
honey; they had occuplcd the f3pace
between four combe. The queen I
!ound, also dead Ln the central cluster
About the same number of bees were
dead ineide o! the empty celle. Tie
combe, besides au abundance o! cap-
ped iioney, hiad ais(> an abundanice of
bee-bread or pollen. Tie cluster o!
bees had reached tie upper part of
the middle f rames; un! ortunately
tiiere 'wiàs no paqfslge-%way paboveîthe
-frames for tic thrce emall clusters to
unite lu one or two. Prom the pres
once of se mucil pollen I concluded
that the sad fate occurrcd lu Dccem-
ber. 1 aiso, concluded that the young
qucen -wae not lay4ng, aüd periaps
%vas yet a virgin, from the fact that
1 f ound five queen-celie juet emptied,
and another (tuecu-celi %vith aiU im-
mature queen dead lu it. I suppose
that tie old aneen dled, or was sup-
erc.eded laten luVe f ail, and the newv
queen bail no chance te mate. Ronce
the colony grew very weak, and wvaz
less able te wlthstand tic cold. But
ail tliis 18 a mere supposition, and I
wsih some of tie veterans to give a
more sattJfeçýçiry e.Ëplanatieu e! thiQ


