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The following statements are made in a petition
to the Yukon council from residents at Whitchorse,
southern Yukon, asking tor the extension of the
Whitchorse-Kluane wagon road to the head waters of
White River by way of Burwash Creek:  There have
recently been many important discoveries of copper
and other valuable mineral in the Aishiki and Bur-
wash Creck distriets;  greatly venewed interest in
the placers of that section of Yukon Territory, and
inereased interest in the copper and placer ground
at the head waters of White River, while the popu-
lation of these districts has largely inereased during
the past year. The existing government road from
Whitchorse to Lake Klume is a well-graded wagon
road, which has been used for practical freighting
summer and winter for several years past.  The dis-
tanee from Kluane to the centre of the White River
distriet is only about 60 miles, through an open and
Tevel country, and a winter road could be coustructed
at a tifling expense, or a good wagon rvoad for a
moderate sum; which would give all these distriets
casy and direet aceess to the outside world, without
being dependent upon an open navigable season.
Theretore the people of the Whitehorse Distriet be-
fieve it would be for the best interests of the territory
at Jarge and condueive to great advancement and
progress to have the Whitehorse-Kluane wagon road
extended to the head waters of White River by way
of Burwash Creck and are firmly of the belief that
this route would serve the purpose much better and
at a lower cost than any other route.

EFrom the London C'rilic of July 4 it is learncd
that:  “There is said to be great exeitement in Van-
couver, British Columbia, over the discovery of a
huge copper deposit about 220 miles north, on the
shoves of Lake Laronge. The lead is reported to be
400 yd. wide, and runs back three miles, between two
granite walls, showing 40 1b. of copper to the ton.
The deposit is on a southern fringe of the rocky
northland just across Lake Laronge, and near a huge
coal deposit owned by the Grand Trunk Pacifie. Old
miners say the indications are that a second Butte
(Montana) has been discovered.  If so, it is to be
iioped that the new discovery will not lead to the pro-
motion of a crop of rotten companies, as was the case
with the Cobalt silver deposits, in another part of the
Dominion.”  If the Critic only knew what vivid im-
aginations certain news correspondents in Vancouver
are blessed (or cursed) with, it would not have given
space to sueh a canard, which is like the fairy tale
one Johann Wullfsolm told the Victoria Times lately
about there being 90,000,000 tons of ore on a mining
property he would like 1o sell at a big price—both are
d——well, to put it politely, both stories are fabriea-
tions. The Crilic further remarked: *No mention
iz made of Lake Laronge in the last Report of the
Minister of Mines, nor is the locality of the find cven
given on the map accompanying the report.” No,
nor is there likely to be any official information of
the Vanconver “taradiddle.”  The faet is, it is so
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generally understood that the provineial mineralogist
would prove sueh a hard man to “ix™ that nobody
even attempts to get false statements ineluded in his
reports,

When in Vietoria about the middle of July, Mr. A,
. Garde, a mining engineer well known in the Koo
enay, gave a representative of the Colonist the follow-
ing information:  The islands of the Queen Cline
lotte group have great and varied resonrees thougi
at present these have not heen developed o any con-
siderable extent. So far mining work is chiefly con-
fined to Moveshy Island.  Graham Ishand has great
natural wealth of other kinds.  On the latter, agri-
culture is sure to produce a great deal of wealth,
for not only is the svil fertile and the elimate equable
(the rainfall, 1 shonld think, is about half what it is
on the mainland) but its proximity to Prince Rupert,
with the inexhaustible market which that ity will
offer when it adtains growth, will make the island of
great importance.  On Graham Island there is an
immense quantity of as fine timber as can be found
anywhere on the Pacitie coast. Coul, too, is known
to exist and this is bound to mean mueh tfor the
future of the islinds. Therve ave also good oil indi-
cations,  Several companies are now preparing to
bore for coal, so it will not be long before we know
something more definite about the coal measures.
Oune thing is in favour of commereial deposits, name-
Iy, the formation is eretaceous which, according to
experience gained elsewhere, s the -right geologieal
period for coal deposits. “The mining on Moresby
Island is also looking well and Jedway is a promis
ing camp, though 1 think that Gold larbour and
Tasoo Harbour will soon come into prowmivence.
Various metals are found there, but it would seem
most Jikely that the disteiet will attain faine as a
copper producer.  There are; too, a number of pros-
peets with encouraging showings, some of which have
been taken hold of by finaneially strong prople, who
will demonstrate the value of their holdings. 1 have
taken options on several picees of property theve in
which L expeet to interest some of my friends.  The
Queen Chavlotte Islands are accessible by steamer
from Prince Rupert, while the “Xmwe” calls at Gra-
ham Iskand onee a fortnight. 1 think that under the
civenmstances the Canadian Pacifie Railway Com-
pany has done all that conld be expected in the way
of providing a satisfactory serviee, thongh 1 look for
business to grow in the immediate future 1o an extent
which will justify other steamship lines running to
the islands.

About the middie of July the Hedley Gazetle said:
“The Golden Zone whistle now awakens the echoes
around the headwaters of Twenty-mile.”  Being in-
terpreted for the information of outsiders, this means
that the steam-driven stamp mill on the property
mentioned was heing operated.




