Along the Souris Branch,

From Naplnka, the polnt to which
the readors ol this journal wero taken
o letter on this subjoct in lust
week's Jssue, the lineof railway turns
af to the southwest and passes
through the settlements tributary to
Melita, Elva, Plerson, Galusborougl,
Carlevale, Caraduif, Glen Ikwen, Ox-
how -Alameda, ete,, to Lgtevan, where
1t joins the Soo line from St. Laul to
Pugqua on the C. P. R. main line.
A rfew miles east of Galnsborough it
enters the territory of Assinfboia and
at kstevan has reached o point with-
in 12 or 1+ milew o the international
bounduary. The soll in this part of
Mauitoba Jg distinetly airfevent jrom
that which is ound in the Red River
valley, belug of a light, sundy nature,
but excellently adapted for wheat
farming as has been already peoven.
Settlement in this part of AManitoba
hus been somewhat retarded by the
lack oi rallway facilitles which pre-
vailed untii of few years ago. hut
since the extension of the C. P, R.
gystems to these parts the growth
has been steady and substantial,

Melity is-one of the lenuing towus
in this part of Manitoba. 1t isa good
pbusiness town and is growiug at a
very satisfactory rate. This year has
geen @ pumber of important Improve-
ments and much money expended in
new buildings and If we go batk two
vears the period embraces a still
Jarger number or building additions.
tollowinyg i8 n purtial st suppiled
from memory by one af the leading
busiuess men of the new buildings for
that period: Baptist chureh, $3,000.
Mothodigt churehr  $4,000,  English
church $1,500, Powell block $2,500,
Maycock block $1,200, Ferguson &
pullock’s elevator $2,5600, C. P. R.,
statiou (udaition) $u00,- Enterprise
printing office $1,400, mili water-
works $500, and sundry residential
improvements $4,500. The flour mill
of Ferguson & Bullock ot Melita has
a capacity ol 100 barrels and it is
usually taxed to its utmnost to fil)
orders. As mentioned akove this firm
has built a new elevator this year,
completed in September—of 23,000
busliels capacity. They have also put
in 2 gystem of pipas from the Sourls
river over a quarter of a wile from

the town for carrying water to
the mill These plpes are Dbe-
low the frost line and are

fed by means of a windmill.  OQue of
the new bloeks now. in course of erec-
tion at Alelita is of stonoe amd will be
oceuplat by Sturgeon’s hardware busi-
ness, while the Uulon bank and several
wercantile concerns will oocupy the
others.  Among the business changes
quring the past year the most import-
ant have been the sale of H. L. El-
Hott's busluess to H. C, Hamelin & Co.,
and Graham's genoral storo to T. Mc-
Jamet.

West of Melita on the Souris hranch
thiere are & npumber of comparatively
nwow towns, some of which have maile
nwarkal prograss during the past year
or two, Ejva IS a product of theo just
your and has 45 yeat only a very small
population and a fow stores.

Plersen {s one of the older polnts aud
has & good business record to show
for Ite flve or six yenrs of existouce.
This year some growth has taken
place, the most notable incregse in a
Inisiness  way belng a new harness
store ol by 1. A. Blackwell, of
Melita. The building in which this
lnl.;;in?w i:’ carried was erected specl-
ally for the purpose t a cost of
§1.000. w

Gainsboro and

Carlevale are

THE COMMERCIAL

oach thriving points and have experi-
ancel u govd run of business this year.

Carnduff is a polnt which has built
up conswdorable of a reputgtion ws o
farmers’ grain narket and its busi-
ness men are of the type which make
good pluneers. They have drawn
constderable attention to their town
this year by the agprossive mauner
tn whick they have taken up arms In
defenco of tho farmer and for the
socuring ol what they consider falr
prices for wheat. A company has been
formed cand an clevator bullt at
whicl;, by the adoption of improved
methads, such as cleaning tho grain
before weigling, ote.,, they have been
abled tu pay o higher price for wheat
than hus heratofore prevailod. Whother
the pricas pald have always Leen
justified by the ruling market prices
doas not seam to lhiave been a point
of first importance with the manage-
ment, but the fact remains that ow-
ng 1 the enorgy of these Carndufl-
fites or Carnduffers, wfllcllover they
may call themselves, the farmers in
this Jocality have enjoyol n much bet-
ter price fur thoir grain than those
at otlier points.

Glen Ewen is a new place, ten miles
west of Carnduff, baing now ahout a
year old and a promising littl> vil-
lage. It hhs a grain elevator, gen-
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included o new elevator and several
minor addiitions to the business and
and yesidentin} bulldings. Thie changes
in business {irms have been few in
number, Grandy & Grandy sold out
their guneral store in April to XK. L.
McCay, wno is now running she busi-
nesis on a strictly cash basis. Dr, Greer
has opened u drug store at this point
in comection with his medical prac-
tice. The other general traders are
Walsh Bros., Plerce Bros. and H. C.
Disney.

Alameda Is a  growling place, and
has much to commend it fn o business
way. ‘Dhere is a very large tributory
country, Including the famous Moose
Mountaln and Wood Mountain  dis-
tricts, much of which is already
yielding crops or sustaining hercs
of fino cattle, There is o considerpble
coloay of Germuns focated nsar lere
and 18w almost cartain that the Ruse
sian Quakers who have recently had
delegates In Western Canada looking
for sand, wili focate In tho Alageda
couutry.  This will mean aun addition
of three or four thousand to the pspu-
Jation. J. W, Willcox is the iending
genera: werchant of the town., Ha
has wmade an important addition t.» ng
sture jremises this year, wiich gives
bim probably the largest floor space
of any coacern deing businoss i thuse
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eral store, blacksmith's shop, board-
ing house and lumber yard. A ploto-
engraving of this teeming centre of
trade and industry Is given in this
issue taken from a snap-shot by the
Commercial man.

Oxbow is a well known town, one of
the oldest business polints in this part
of Assiniboia, the centre of a fairly
well sottled and good farming coun-
try. and close to the Souris river. It
derives its name from a peculiar bend
in the river which occurs in this re-
«ion, forming a perfect figure of an
ox bow or yoke. Muny farmers about
here are doing well, and their prosper-
ity is reflecting itself in the progress
ol the town. Opportunity is given n
this locality for forming an opinion
us to the desirability of the Russinn
Jews, who were settled on this line of
rallway some years ago, uas settlers.
These Jews originally located at
Hirsch and lenfait, two or three
statlons west of Oxbow, but some ten
or fifteen famlilies of tham attracted
by the advantages of this distriet
moved into the country tributory to
the Oxbow, and are now permanently
located here. They are dolng  well,
in most cases, aml add thieir quota to
the business of the town. The [m-
provements this year at Oxbow have

parts, He haudles furnfture oexten-
sively. J. J. Ieaslip, hardwvare mers-
chany, keeps what many reogard as a
moder tuntry store, neat, clean and
rocnty are three terms which il
appiy w: Ins place of business. Moroh-
ants 1 other towns would do well to
take a leaf out of this goatleman’s
note bLeok in the matter of care aud
arrangament of stock. This stors also
containg the town postoffice. Hopper
Byes. are also augaged in tue general
store Lusiiess at this point, ana G. H.
guowiing keeps o lumber vard.

West ol Alameda on this line are two
or three railway stations and at its
Twrm.aius, the town of Estovan, wlere
the rood joine the Soo line from St.
Pavl o Pasqua. Estevan is well
keowi for its cou!l deposits and it an-
mdiv supplies Manitoba and the cost-
ern pars of the Territories with large
quansitier of cheap bituminous coal for
hovselol! and other uses. There is a
congiderable business community aud
@ poptlation of about 250 people.

Returning to Napinka Ifrom tie last
named point the traveller has his
clioice of two routes back to Winni-
peg.  He may either return via the
Deloraiue branch, which has alreoqy
been described in these tetters or take
the Sourts and Glenboro tralna and



