that an agltation agalnst the order
would not do anyv good, and would
probably only scimulate the move-
ment, Let them alone, we sald, and
matters will come out all right o a
short timo, Now the Patrons are no
more, Several of the leaders In the
order, who used the Institution as ah
such lnstitutions are largely used to
furthier thelr own ends, have found
more profitable employment In othor
ways. A hew apsocintion has been
formed on ithe ruing of the deceased one
but of this the futurg will decide. The
platform of the new order would in-
dicato that It Is to ba p political or-
ganization thiefly. Thelr platform as
ladd down at the organization of the
assoclation, is In the abstract good.
Tho Conimercial could heartily on-
dorse. with a few exceptiong, the
planks in the platform of the new as-
soclation, which takes the somewhat
peeuliar name of the Iundustrial In-
Gependent Assoclation.  Independence.
honest franchise, cconomy in the pub-
lic sorvice, land for the setftler, no
spoils  for  politicians, railway
commission, dlrect taxation—all
excellent in  principle to  be
sure, If the asdociation can
bring about tho adoption of one or
twb of these priuciples, it will not
havo Jived In vain. Wa fear fon re-
sults, however. Someyof the very en
who helped to frame these resolutions,
will stick ke leeches to thelr party
when the next electlon comes around,
perhaps in oppesition to suvine of the
chiel planks in their platform. Some
of them may cver be party candid-
ates. Not at all unlikely this.

MANITOBA EXPORTS.

Trade reports {rom Ottawan recently
contained figured of exports of pro-
ductg from Manitoba. As previously
pointed out in The Commercial, how-
ever, these figures are ‘worse than
ugzless, because they are misleading.
The report says:

“Manitoba’s  exports for 1897
are shown by the trade
and  navigation tables to have
heen 31,965,000,  ‘Dhe main

items of Alanitoba's exports of pro-
duce were, In 1897, ab follows: Agri-
cultural products; $749,000; animals
and thelr products, $024,441; fisheries,
$200,000; manufacturers, $47.600."

The Commercinl once more protests
against the publication of such falso
and misleading statements. Munito-
ba’s exports were of course, vastly
greater than the figures here glven.
Exports of wheat alone would reach
nearly five times the amount of the
total exports eredited to thie province.
The discrepaucy lles in the fact that
exports from Manitoba are largely
centered at Montreal or other eastern
porta and are credited to
thogz ports. Only exports made di-
rect from Mauitoba, which amount to
o, small part of the total, are credited
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to the provigee. It scems absurd for
the government statisticluns to con-
tinue this custom of showing exports
Ly provinces when such flgures are al-
together migleading. Statlstlcs of ex-
ports ean only be given In the aggre-
gate for the Dominlon as a whole,
, and they should be so Stated. As Man-
itoba le an intand provines, her share
of the export trade of the country will
always be ridlculousty under-estimat-
ed, with the statistics compiled in
this way. The exports from Canadn
as a whole are no doubt about cor-
reet, and the figurey should stop it
that. When an attempt is made to
show exports by provinee the resws is
simply nonsense. Why these Tulse
gtatements ure published year after
year, Ie one of the thingy which it
would scem difficult to justify on any
grounds whatever,

———————— w— —

THE MANITOBA NORTH-
WESTERN.,

The recent sale in London of the
first mortzage bonds of tho Manitoba
& Northwestern rallway has aroused
much interest throughout the coun-
stry. These bonds, it may be stated,
cover the first 180 miles of the road,
and the sale of these bonds means that
this portion of the road has passed
into new hands. Tho remaining 60
miles of the road is represented by the
Allans, of Aoutreal, for the stockhol-
ders. For some ‘yenxs litigation has
hoelt groing on  Dbatweeen the bond-
holders, on the one hand, who claimed
the road in default of the payment
of the mortgages and the shareholders
on tho other hand, the latter repre-
senteq, ag stated, by tho Allaus. Mean-
time the road has boen in the hands
of a recelver. Last year the road
tleared $28,000, it is sald, and & much
larger surplub is expeoted this year.

The Interest in the situation now Hes
in the query as to who are thoe pur-
chasors of the first 130 miles of the
foad. So far whls informagtion has been
entirely withheld, It would ajso be in-
teresting to know what position the
new owincrs will ba in with regard
to tho owners of the westeriy 60
miles of the road.

Aany thebries have been circulated
as to who are the purchasers of the
ropd. The Canadian Y'aclific Rallway,
thoe Grand Tyunk, the Northern Pa-
cific and the Great Northern are ajt
mentioned as the possible purchasers,
on varlous ingenjous theories, one
rumor “being to the effect that the
roasl will ho extendad to the Klondike

by one of the United States roads
mentioned. Of course it would
haydly bo possibly to keep
the XKlondike out of anylhing

carthly theso days. A good dead of
credence is placed on the rumor that
the Grand Trunk is at the bottom of
thd purchoase, with the object of ex-
teuding the road to the Pacific coast,
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vin tho Yellow Head Pasg-—-the or-
trinal route eclected for the Canadlau
Pacifie railway. It Is also alleged
that the Grand Trunk has arrauged
with Memier Greenway, of Manitoba,
to control the propusel new rowt
rrom Winnipeg to Lake Suporlor.  All
thece theorfes must be taken with a
liberai allowance of salt.

Onoe point, however, scems reason-
able, and that i», that the purchasers,
whoever they are, Lisve an umderstand-
ing with the Alans about tho remaln-
ing portion of the roud, as without
such ap understand.ag the road woukl
seoin to0 be anything but w desiratle
purchase. :

The price oifered for the bouds of the
first 180 milet Is o Hberal one, being
86 per cent net, and the sellers retain
an interest in 104,000 acres of laund,
valued at equal to 10 per cent more,
ot 98 per cent in all. Tha fact that
tivd bonds were quoted at 43 n the
markot before the offer of purclse
was made, shows that a b:g price has
been padd. ' o €2

Whoover the purchasers are, it s to
Do loped {t will resuit in the early
exiension of the road as fum as Prince
Albert at least. It would open up
o e agricuitural and stockraising
country all the way, and thus prove
ny powerful factor in the development
of Western Canagda.

MUNIGIPAIL ACCOUN'TS.

A wetrtion has been received by the
municipal commissioner, signed by
ratepayers of the munleipality of As-
siniboia, a rural district adjoining
Winnlveg, asking for o speclal audit
of the accounts of the municipality.
The Commercial has no special infor-
mation as to the affalrs of this par-
ticular  municlpality, but speaking
from a general point of view we be-
lieve the ratepayers are udopting a
wisz course in asking for a special
audit. The auditing of municipal ac-
counts Is o matter which should be
looked after by the government to a
greater extent than is now done.
This work, as now done, is little bet-
ter than a farce in anany rural dis-
tricts. Thereshould, we Dbelieve, he
some provinzial compulsory system for
auditing munleinal accounts, under the
divection of competent persons.

—

Runian's and Butler's departmental
store, at London, Ontario, tho largest
in Western Ontario, has passed into
the hands of a roceiver.

Somef of tho- eastern papers are re-
producing tho cuts uged fin The Com-
merclal, along with the artleles pub-
l'shed In connection therewith. Aw o
number! of uiiese subfects for lustra-
tion have Leen selected with a. view
to amsisting the settlement apd de-
velopment of the west, their reproduc-
tion in the large casterp dafifesshould
bo of much service Yo the wost.



