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houndary jine until he had come to
Rat Portage and heard them talk
about ft. If¢ must express his pleas-
ure at attending the conventlon and
bis adndration of the able way in
which it had been managed. A good
deai hud been sald about getting Lag-
sl caplital to develop thic miues, but
e did not thiuk Amerfcan capical
would be refused. He had generally
found people willing to acteept  tho
Amerjcon dollar for 100 cents. He
luxt been chinrmed with tho gentlemen
who advised them to keep on sinking
thelr shafts. He had tried that in
Coloradue and his mouey had sunk out
of eight, Lut n tho Seiue River coun-
try, where lie had his mines, they ot
pay ore at a very slght Jdepth, "I
some of the Colorado miners saw speci-
mens tuken from the Seiune River ming

at a depth  of thirty and
forty Ieet they would have
a fit. He wanted to tell them
a little about Mine Centre. They

were bailding o large hotel there, be-
cause the people were bound to come.
They were putting up sixteen houses.
The streets were being paved and
eketrie light and waterworks were
being wut in. It was going to ha
a paradise.  In fact there would be
but one pluds ottter and that was
Rat Portage. A new boat was being
built to run to Aine Centre it would
run an cexcursion from Winnipeg, Tor-
onto, Muntreal and Rat Portage and
he hopad th -y would all come and buy
a town iot. On techall of New York
he thanked TRat Portage for the
courtesies of tne comvention and con-
cluded with a joking allusion to ox-
Mayor Barnes, to which that gentle-
man replled in bis well known style.
This connluded the programme.

Mr. D. C. Cameron moved a vote of
thanks to all who had made addresses
or given papers. This was
seconded by R. Ross Sutherland in a
neat speech, and carried with aper-
foct volley of ayes, followed by vig-
orous applause.

Afr. Beebe, of New York, then pro-
posed the singing of God Save the
Queen, and at the close of the ua-
tlonat anthem some one proposed
three cleeers for President Drewry,
which were given in a way to test
the character of th2 naw opera liouse
foundation and the first minlug con-
ventlon of Rat Portage was brought
to v suaccessiul close.

Rat Portage, June T.—At Friday
cvening's 8:s8iun of the mining conven-
tion Afr. T. R. Deacon, C. E., of Rat
Portage, read the following paper:

“Five Years Obscrvations in  the
District of Algoma.” He sald. “As X
am not a literary genius, I must
content mysell with a2 pain  state-
ment of facts. As a by of bLusiness
men you will not b» inclined to tako
things for granted, hut want to know
if the rwriter or spraker Is giving lis
personal knowledge, and sn 1 simply
say that I have resided here continu-
ousls for {ive y-ars <% my profes-
sione’ work has taken = - into every
point of intere~* in th» d'sirics 1
prapose first to @ 1 brie’ly with tho
sseography ol the Esld  wearing
region. leaving to others the geotog-
fenl and mineralogical conditions. The
territory which I classlly as go'd
bearing In Ontario has for its eastern

boundary a line drawn north from
Heron Bay on Lake Superior.
and for ite westen bounlary

the western boundary of the province.
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thirty miles frest ol Rat Por.age.
I do not mean by this to lUmit iv to
these woundaries, for I liwve rensou
to belleve it extends bhoth cas., and
west, but am  Just speaking ol the
torritory 1 havo personaliy covered.
Heroun Bay to tl.e west bouundary is,
ab.ut 425 mf es, anl the knswn width
of the gold bearing region Is 60 wiles.
This contains alout 16,000,000 acres,
of which 25 to 80 per cent is water.
But as mineral is not Confined to
land we may say that the whoie 16,~
000,000 acres is gold bearing and 1,~
500,000 acres havoe be>n surveye’, but
the balance is unexplored land wait-
Ing investigation. Afost of thie area
is covere.l with timber, Jack pine,
tamarae, Sspruce, poplar, birch and
cedar, 55 that abundance of timber is
liere for mining purposes, ani wher-
ever necosssary to  usz steam power
in o mine, the question of fuel is not
a formidable one. Fu2l can b* ob-
taine:d here In great abundance and
ab less cost than jn any other gold
mining region. I wrote that sta‘e-

ment o week ago, Mr. Chairman,
but 1 am suill qoepared to
stand by it notwithstanding
what  AMr. Purchase snil  last

night. A matter of Imrortance is
entire abs:nce of storms o! a destruc-
tive character. In summer we lave
a fine climate, and in winter just
enough frost to make 1lake travel
safe and cam‘ortatle. (Loud ap Mause.)
Th's is o cenvenisnce of some im-
portance. We have not the extreme
heat and sand storms of the desert,
nor the intense cold of Alaska Over
the region Is a complete net of
waterways, and with slicht {mpr-ve-
ments at some points, we can have
hundreds ¢f miles of waterways. The
gold is her2 in paying quantities, as
no man who had travelled over the
region and made even superficial ex-
amination will at all doubt.
AMuch money has b2en Jost in  the
district that cannot be attributed to
mines. Aany companies and individu-
als having only limited capital have
erected buaildings and exhiausted thelr
funds befare they had a2 hole in the
groand. O 500000 acre; s rveyed, I
do not ULelieve 7 per cent. has lteen
prospected. In my opinion as litt'e
surface work as possible should be
done until tho shaft ‘s down 200
fe~t. As to prospoeting, it 13 oniy
within two years that any system-
atic work has been doune, ani lodok
at the resnit, the Mikado, the Cornu-
copia, Gold Coin, Yum-Yum. Lady of
the Lake. Nankip-o, Monarch. Troian.
AMascot Master Jack. None  Such.
Foley. Ferguson, Saw Biil. Hawk Bay
Hammond-Folgor Dyke, Empress and
othiers, jumping from total obscurity
into bul lon producing mines

“There 15 & point in regard to pros-
pecting which has been often im-
pressed upon me, and that is the Im-
possibllity of judging any tract, vein
or discovery In this district (rom sar-
faco indications. No intuitive know-
ledge of vxports, or experience of
old miners, can take thp place of pow-
der and steel for farnishing reliable
data upon zchich to base conciusions
as to sgbterrancan facts. From my
abservations I should jay that the
vein that lies In or near ths contact
of granite. with horn blende schists,
nartiularly it 1t is granite, is in
t'3:d st a p-otty sur? thirg. Ther?
Is practically unlimitol wator potwer,
where the averag: head of 20 feot
can ho develop™d in many cases very
cheaply and a practical invention 1

uow on the markot {or compresy
air by the direct fall of the waeer
without termedinte  machiaery,
Thig wilt all tend to roeduce th. cost
of ore to a minimum.

“It is cometimes suld thut the vepy
fuct thet so many natural ovap.
tages exist heps for mining b aply
and economlonlly hus  tewlel
retard developmont. It sorms tog
good to be true. It reminds wm. qf
thie story of the duke who made g

wager that e would  stang
on London Rridge with .
of sovereigns to sell  for

penny and find no nurchasors aftep
offering them all afternoon 1w go|y
only one. Puople say it caunot e
true the gold 18 to b2 found 1y, suey
an easy pluc2, ©r roople would e
tumbling over one another t. go
there; but the Sultana, the Regipg,
the Empross and Mikado are provg
it every dey. Thero will, of  course
be some illusicny shattered, anioye.
sanguine liopes blasted; yet, am
confident that bafore twe years,
there will bo fifty mines workipg
wess of Lake Suparior jrofitaby,
produding gold bulllon, and 1axpe
dividends with the regularity ‘and
predsion of a machine. Oniy a fringe
of the gald bearing reglon fias yet
been touched. It I8 my op nion that
[ifty years from now the prospeting
will not all bo done, though in ths
meantime cities will grow up whese
all’ was solltude; but it Is wark re
quiring patience, diligence and persx
verance, and if 1t §s to Le finaliy sso
cessful, must be allled to ample cap
ital. so that the prospector, thecap
italist and country at large msy
reap the benefit”?

VISIT TO THE SCRA\MBLE .

On Saturday morniug the direeten |
ol the Scramble mine invited a famp
parsty to visit that property, asd
though the weather was disagres
able, a number avaited themseives of
the comfortablo conveyauces providel
and made the txip. Amag  the
going were A. Blue and Mrs. By
Dr. Colemaa, Col. J. G. Crawford, N
8. V. Halstoad, Prof. Wi wot, {ctor
Burrows, Mr. Coates, asou of Hond
Coates, 0o° Ottawn, vici-prsideatad
the Scramble, H. S. Craty, pa
correspondent and others

The party twas ace mpaniod ty
Messrs. Wilitamson, Beckh and B
stead, directors, and W. L P
ridge, president of the comany, o
them on their arrival.

The road cut to this mine s inveay
bad condition, and as it was bafitldy
the rernmant, Mr, Blas wase st
on the subj.ct at every ump, al. o
which was received with the ot
fmperturbable good humer

Tle Scramble camp 5 vers pretidy
situated on a sloping N9 shie o
substantial and comue-lious Wi
ings have boen erested A noticeade
feature i3 their boing twmilt at rega
intervals along o sort «f road §
street. On the right. as  yoo &
in, s tho comfortabls roakicy 3
dinjig camp, with large alry
above for the offlicera v charge
the sleering camp and reading
for the unmarrled s Aenes
stroeet on the left 18 the stabe, ©
store, a large op>n 8 ace, and ¢
on the brow of the Ml the
liouse, engine room and Hag

shep. The opon space roferrd %
roserved  for the min il
~which will thas b

a position to® receive the or+as
comes from the shaft by natel g



