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AUSTRALIAN FORESTS AND N,S.W. TIMBER
‘TRADE.

To the Editor of the CANADA LumngrMAN

DEAR SirR,—~Those who saw the magnificent display of
timber made by New South Wales at the World's Exposi-
tion at Chicago would imagine that this colony, at least,
was well wooded with varied trees of great value.  Their
conception would be true so far as the varicty and value
is concerned, but not as to the quantity.

New South Wales is divided into three natural divisions.
The fiest the Pacific slope, lying ecast of the coastal
mountain range, & strip of country averaging, perhaps,
forty miles in width, The second is the Table Land, and
the third the comparatively dry Western Plains, The
first section was fairly well, and, in some places, is now,
densely wooded, but the soft, straight-grained woods,
the colonial pine, cedar and rosewood, have largely been
cut down. The Table Landshave some forests of valuable
trces, but they are scattered. The central region has
few trees except along the watercourses, and these are of
no great value. .

No forests largely cotmposest of one variety are found
here as in Canada. Sometimes they are dense and
tropical in character, the trees being hung with creepers,
but more frequently they are open and park-iike. Here
will be found a pine, thiere a cedar, interspersed with &

cariety of cucalypti or gums, The latter embrace a
great range of hardwoods, many of them of great tough-
ness and strength, beautifully grained, taking a high
polish, and of great durability. Some of them are almost
impervious to the attacks of the teredo, the white ant
and other marine and land enemies of timber. The fact
that their specific gravily is too great to allow of their
being floated the distance which they require to be carted
to reach a mill or shipping point, and so many «f the logs
being found to be defective through checks ¢r deeay at
the heart, makes the timber expensive. Efforts have
been put forth by the government and thosec engaged in
the trade to build up an export in these bard timbers, par-
ticularly for wood-blocking, but the cfforts have not pro-
duced, and are not likely to produce, large results. The
total export trade of 1895 was less in value than $1 50,000,
and the major portion of this went to the other Australian
colonies. The cut of timber in New South Wales in 1895
was less than six years ago. Queensland is somewhat
better supplicd with soft building timbers—nearly meets
its own demand and yet exports a little. The export is
rapidly diminishiog, and were it not for the duty leviea
considerable quantities of building timber would now be
imported. West Australia has its famous jarrah and
karri, used in paving the streets of London, but is de-
ficient in soft woods. Victoria and South Australia re-
quire both hard and soft woods,

What is the available forest area of Australia no one
knows, but the government of more than onc colony
which deemed that it had sufficient timber for its own use
and cxport for years to come, has awakened to the un-
pleasant fact that this is not so. Some effort is being put
forth for the preservation of existing forests and the culti-
vation of new areas. Australia must, however, dcpend
at an inceeasing ratio upen other lands for its timber sup-
ply.

The value of the importations into New South Wales in

1895 and 1891 were:

1895, 1891,
Dressed Timber......... £ 35,086 £147,018
Rough e 239,541 575642
Laths and palings 6,332 9,643
Doors.evvvuininnennnn., 71224 25,537

This shows a great diminishment in 1893, owing in part
to a lessencd dewmand from the reduction of counstruction
following the crisis of 1892-3, and a lowering in price. A
portion of these imports were hardwoods and re-imports
from other colonies.  Excluding these the chief supplics
came from the following countries :

POORS,
United States.. ... . £ 6,335
DRFSSFD TIMRER
United Kinggdom ...... . £ so022
Canadae.eeieeieieiiiiinneee e, 763
Norway. ............. 20,975
United States 2,690
New Zealand 929

o

LATHS, .
Canadn £ 1,240
United Stiates, .~ .. 4,018

ROUGH TIMBER.

United Kingdom, ...t L 2,00
NewZealond, .. .ooooviiin i 60,111
Canada,..... e . 19,112
NOfWAY e veaie vvn o v 2,820
United SIRICS v vviiiiininenne 67,236

From South Australin there came timber to the value of
£78,513  This, however, was almost wholly re-shipments
originating in New  Zealaml, Norway and Sweden,
Canada and the United State-,

SHOORS AND STAVES.
NewZealnnd. .oovciviiiiviinoennes £ 2,333
United Kingdonu..ooooiiiiiinninnn, 788
Candiv covvvivniiiiniiini. o 47
United Sttesie e iiviiiennesiees e 1,979

These importations were under a duty which was re-
moved last year, the teade returns for which have not
been publisheds An exnmination of these figures will
prove interesting and will require some comment,

DOORS.

The doors shipped to this market are mainly from San
Franciseo, made from California redwood.  As soon as
the city recovers from the depression, which has not yet
passed away, the demand must grow, 1 had hoped that
British Columbin would have shared in the trade, and an
attempt was made to introduce cedar doors from Van-
couver.  The result was unsatisfactory.,  There is some
prejudice here against cedar on the ground that it is too
soft. It necessarily follows that they must sell at lower
figures than the redwood until a proper appreciation of
the wood is secured or else some other means are used to
properly bring them before the public.  Then, I am
bound to say that the samples sent, which { saw, were
not cqual to those fiom San Fraucisco. The mouldings
were not as well finished or fitted, and in some, wood of
a coarse grain had been selected for the mouldings which
apparcatly had been worked with a dull tool and a little
across grain,  This, added to the notion regarding the
wood, compelled the agent to whom they were consigned
to scll at an unremunerative price.  Some of those sent
were sizes not often used, and thig further tended to
reduce the net return. 1 am still of the opinion, after
making careful enquiry, that a good share of the trade
can be secured by o courageous persistence of properly
directed effort.

Some pine doors vnce came fram Canadit to Melbourne
and even to Sydney, 1 am told, though 1 have not found
anyone as yot who remembers them,  Whether a teade
can be made in them ix a question. 1 have not the facts
at hand to form anything like an opinion. It will depend
upon price. Those who kunow pine say that a better
price could be obtuined for the pine than the redwood.
Of that there is no doubt, but how much better cannot be
told until an experiment decides.  The quotations of the
Sicrra Lumber Company, of San Francisco, a little while
ago, were as follows :

Size.
26" 20° 6" x 14" double moulded .... S$z2.50
26 266 ~1Y4 ” Ceeee 2075
28 x68 xi1y » ceees 275
28 68 x1y “ ... 3.00
28 x68 a1y “ 3-50
210 x6 10 X1 )4 " Cevee 3625
2 10 26 10 x13 " Leies 3400

Less u discount of 4oty, §% and 2% 9% cash,

The sizes most used are 2° 6" and 2 8" x 134",

Animportant item in deciding the cost of these doors
would be the freight rate, - One thing is certain, they could
not come by any cxisting lines. The only chance will
be by vessel direct from the St Lawrence.  There is no
reason known to me why there should not be such aline
of vessels.  The other industries of Canada need it, and
must have it if they are to suceeed here as thev ought.

DRESSED TIMBER.

1t will be seen that in this class Canada cuts an insig-
nificant figure.  The bultk of the trade is from Norway
and Sweden or re-exports from the United Kingdom.
On my arrival I sought 1o advance this dressed timber
trade. It is certain that « is more advantageous 1o
Canada, whether it always is to the shipper or not, to
ship dressed instead of rough timber.  The diessed stuff
shipped from Norway and Sweden consists of flooring,
siding and shehving,  Itis not clear stuff, but most of it
is full of small and tight kaots. These knots, of course,
wear unevenly in flooring, and do aot take pamt casily in
siding and shehing.  There was prejudice against

Douglas fir flooring because its coarse gram splinteny
1 was told that much of this could be overcome by P"Nl
sclection and sawing.  One British Columbia fiem gy
taken up this trade and its agent here prosecuted "
work vigorously and got an entrance into the mad,
for spruce shelving, also for fir flooring, and others wey
working at it. The Canadian steamers were usedy,
bring the stuffy but just when trade bad got on ap.
maneunt footing, flour came into demand and the lugyy,
was shut out.  Upon seeing steamer after stermer cog,
in without any timber on board, the orders were gy
to San Francisco, from where there ate frequent Saifeg
vessels, It does now look as if the first results of g
cfforts in this direction will accrue to the United Spaty
Nevertheless, 1 think the B. C. willmen will soon figd,
way to overcome this difficulty.  Dressed stuff by,
already come and more is under way as part cargod
sailing vessels.

There is here a matter on which I should liketo getyy,
views of Eastern millmen.  They meet the Baltic iy
in England, where the freight is against them; ooy
they not dress certain clusses of timber and ship toy
market, where, if the vessels sailed from the St. Lawreny,
they should 1 s equal terms so far as freight s
cerned 2 The Baltic flooring is 6 x 76 3 the British Colg.
biais dressed out of 6x1, and is therefore s aning
narrower than the Baltic.  Thelatter is quoted at 135,64
per one hundred superficial feet, while Oregon, asity
known from B. C., has sold at 11s., but 11s. 6d. weg
be paid for it if it could be had.

Laths do not call for special reference.

ROUGH MERCHANTABLE TIMBER.

Under the low prices prevailing some of the owneny
limits in British Columbia have concluded that the'r ia.
ber will pay better to permit it to remain in the forestthy
to cut and ship it. A telegram is to band that the Pagi
Coast combine has been reconstructed, It was roig
from the start lnst year, and it certainly did not greaiy
belp the Canadian mills, which had the reputation
pretty fairly keeping their agreements.  Whether there
construction will do better is to be seen. The trades
done through importers, known as ‘* Indent Merchants.,
He takes orders from what in Canada would be know
as the owner of a lumber yard, to whicha planing and e
sawing mill is attached, and then orders from the milix
its broker. Formerly anything shipped as rough mer
chantable was accepted without demur and the cargos
were paid for in advance or on receipt of the bill here.
Three or four years ago a lot of inferior stuff was shippd
by a decaying mill, and at once demands were made fx
a1eduction in price for inferior quality.  Since then thee
reductions have been of frequent occurrence, and haye
been a serious loss to shippers.  In some cases the clia
was a just one; iir others it was made as a matter of
course. The buyer had nothing to lose, while the sellu
had to pay the cost of the survey or arbitration in adé
tion to any reduction that might be found against hin
The importer fell back on the mill 1hat shipped the sut.
The result was that the millman, who was not really
represented in the arbitration, was the sufferer.

Shortly after my arrival 1 suggested a temporary pla
for meeting this difficulty, and it was tried soon afiero
a cargo on which there was a dispute. It did not last,
for two good reasons. In the first place, there are two
very different opinions held on the opposite sides of the
Pacific as to what constitutes * rough merchantable tio-
ber,”  The verbal definition was the same on both sides
—timber with a certain proportion of sap and tight kuots-
but when logs were cheap and Jumber dear the stuff sest
here was really “selected and clear,” Now that the
conditions of trade are reversed the millman wishes
ship according to the literal definition, while the Sydner
man demands that his timber be of the old type. Untd
there is an understanding upon this point no method of
seltling @ dispute can be satisfactory.  The other troube
is worse still.  So long as the seller is very much more
anxious to scll than the buyer is to buy, so long will the
buyer get concessions in his favor in the drawing updf
an agreement that practically puts the case in his hands.

No scheme for a general settlement of a dispute is of
any value in the face of a special agreement that was de
signed to override it.

SHOOKS AND STAVES.
Here again Canadas ont of it.  Some oak stavesdo
come acre from Untario via New York, and are credited
in the return to the United States.  There is an opening



