4 THE CRITIO.

Tur. Kn1ours or tig Matl. Bao.—It has been thought best by the
Post Ofice authorities to discourage the custom long ¢stablished in many
households and offices of feeing the postman at Christmas time, We are
vot sorry that the new order has been iseued, as in the loog run it will be
found advantageous to both the carrier of the letter bag and to the public
generally, The work of the poattnan s lsbotions and responeible—he is
exposed to all varicties of weather, and our city carriers at least are models
of good nature. 'We learn now that the Christmas boxes which their many
patrons have been in the habit of bestowing has been a very mixed blessing,
for because of the kindly custom the official salary has been put at s very
low figure, We trust that the authorlty which has forbidden the solicitation
of Christmas boxes will provide a salary large enough for the support of
those who have been s0 unfairly placed in a false position,

OLp KinG CoLk!—OQur readers will remember the utlorances of a
leadiog Lritish paper on the subject of tho Hrrrors of Halifax, in which
the infant strlke at Sprioghill and the gigantic Australisn warfare were
inextricably mingled, and an Impression set afloat that the ¢ Springfield
Miners of Halifsx" were compelled to work in the coal mines along with
convict laborers. There was a certain uninvitiog truth in the coal story,
however, for the Provincial mioes have of late been well represented
Halifax, and a deal of coal or other dust has been floating about, making
some of our friends both begrimed and ill-tempered. \Whatever may be
the outcome of the dellberations of the Legislatore ci our Province we may
reat assured thal the frce advertising which out Province has been enjoyiog
is bound to pay. Thousands of capitalists bave heard fur the first ume ot
the undeveloped mines of coal, geld, lead, ete., of out unworked quarries,
and of many other of our passive resourcos. There scems to be heat
enough in the coal fires of Cape Braton to warm up the whole Province,

Tuivk OrF It.—A prominent clergymin has recently made & somewhat
startliog stetement, which, however, will bear looking into. He takes the
ground that the best way of buildiog houses for the Lord is not
always the resring of magnificent cathedrals and coslly structures,
but gbat in many cases the most acceptable gift which can be offerod is
the improvement of the houses in which the Lord’s poor tive. A siately
cathedralis a grand affair, representing the ideals and best thoughts of meny,
a spiritual home from which radiate all helpful Christian virtues. The
tenement homos of the poor arc sad with the stories of enforced misery or
sometimes unpremeditated crime. That the poor should huddle together in
uncomfortable yet disproportionately costly rooms, while the philanthropic
impulse to aid them by the erection of proper homes is fiustrated by the call
from a higher quarter for funds for church-buildiog, is sincerely to be deplored.
We incline with the clergyman to the belief that the more conspicuous
method of pleasing the Lord shouid not hide from sight another snd as
blessed a means for benefitting a portion of his people.

In Tue Loxpox Stuss.—The Rev. Osboroe Jay, of London, has been
working for the past five years jo the Parish of Holy Trinity, Shoreditch,
otherwise known as the **8ink of London,” The parish 18 not large, 1ts
width beiog a four-minute and its length a two-minute walk, but 8,000 peo-
ple are housed within its limits, Mr. Jay came to his chosen work with
many drawbacks. There was no church building or rocm assigned, while
his stipend was very small, His first services were held in the loft vver a
stable, the congregation and clergyman alike scrambliog ap a ladder-way.
A dilapidated cheese and bacon warchcuso was transfurmed into a club-
room, where reading, games, and cven bexlng *bouts might be iadulged in,
50 long as the rules of the place forbidding cursing, gambling and scarril-
ous song-singing wete observed, Mr. Jay has now a beautiful charch
adjoiviog a model lodgiog house, a well-fitied gymnasium, and a club room
adapted 10 the wants of the five hundred members. The moral tone of the
community has been greatly bettered, ss the police records testify, and the
well-ditected and successful enterprise of the reverend gentleman will be a
constant iocentive to that easentially modern class of well-educated men
and women who sre content to give up many of the pleasnres of this
world for the far greater pleasure of aiding their more needy brethren.

Tne “Mawn” axo Doctor DouvoLass.—While we are unable to follow
Doctor Douglass in his war on Sir John Thompson, and in fact can only
regret that so able a man should allow his religious prejudices to so dwarf
his judgment as to lead him into manifest injustice in this instance, still,
this one fault does not blind us to the fact that the Doctor is an asuslly abie
msn, full of years and honors, and we are always happy to support the
many reforms he inaugurates. Not so the Ercning Mad, however, which
in its zeal seems to consider it necessary to attack not only the Dactor, but
everyone who has the temerity to quote him op avy sobject. His pame
acts like 2 red flag on a bull, and the mad charge which follows burts no
one but the infuristed brute. In a recant issue we quoted from Doctor
Douglass’ appeal to the Canadisn people to obtain better laws for the pro-
tection of the young girls of our Domiunion, and his synopsis of the law on
that subject as it exists. The Doctor was as accurato as it is possible to be
in the few words he used in touching on the subject, but the Mael pro-
nounced him all wrong, snd proceeded to quote at length the criminal code
as applied to cases of sbduction and defitement. In the form -r exceptional
case, sll females are protected, but the latter case only applies to gitls
under fourteen years of age, and proves the correctness of the Doctor’s
statement, that for girls over sixtecn, not heiresses, there is virtually po
protection.
=

Tue WstLr or tue HoNo Koxo Trawv.—The itrepressible George
Francls Train is again to the fore with a wholly novel ides. Ile purposes
to organize several large parties to travel around the world in forty daya—
the trip to include a limited sojourn tn Chicago durlog the World's Fair.
Although we have not as yet heard of sny Provincialists who intend to
globe-trot under the direction of our gifted friend, we can but inform any
{otendicg voyager that if he chince to thro in his lot with a parsonally
conducted party, he will not lack either for information or amusement dur-
iog his excursion,

To MAKE AovenTisING Pav.—~There are a corlafo number of people
who arc blessed with a knack and skill for advertising, Many of them
obtain constant employment by the exercise of this novel ability, and on
short notice they will furnish a'clever rhyme, a comic picture, or & taking
paragraph concerning the article whose virtues are to be mide known to
the public. ‘Lberc is no doubt that brsiny advertisements of this stamp pay
proportionally far betier than the urinterestiog announcement of goods
srrived, which does not pique the cariosity. An inch of well-used apace 1s
often worth six inches of hackoeyed lines, aud advertisers will flad it to
their advantage to give their goodsa happy send-off. The advertising
columns of The Critiv are widely read. They affurd a capital wnedium for
keeping the couatry cusomer ia touch with the city dealer, as our many
patrons have proved. \When so desired every care will b: taken to type an
ad 1n the most attrac.ive manaer, ot should out pattons prefer to carry out
idecas of their own as to style, eic., we will afford them cvery facility in our
power. If cheap raies, guod circuiation, and prompt attentivn to orders are
factors in the success of an sdverusiog meadium, we may-claim to b: fully
equipped for service.

Tue MorymuN QuesTios.—President Hartison's proclamation granting
full pardon and amuesty to a portion of the Mormon community has
aroused much Interest, It is perhaps not generally remambered that the
praciice of Pulygamy has been condemaed by the Mormons themselves, and
that since November 1at, 1890, a plurality of swives has been disaliowed in
the Morwon strongholds. ‘Tne condition of *the surplus wives thus thrown
upon the world has bzen a delicate matter to adjust, and the President's
solution of the difficulty has been the extension of an amaesty to such Mor-
mons as have obeyed the last mandate of their church and are willing to
observe the general laws of the Republic in refcrence to their future coo-
duct. It will be observed that Mormons who have violated their church
law of 1890 are still liable to prosecution, and the pardon will apply to the
duped and not to the wilful portion of the once Polygamous church,
Mormonism has lasted for half a century in the United States. It has bzea
a noxious and poisonous evil and a safe shelter to many ill-minded men,
and there sre few elther of the botter class ia the community or of the
Republic at large who do not heartily agree with the President in his recog-
nition of the rights of a much-wronged portion of his people.

——

Tne AUSTRAUIAY DisruTe.—The great strike of the Broken Hill
Mines in South Australia is over for the time at least, and the men have
returned peaceably to work. The dispute aross over the uaderground
workers, who, inst:ad of boiog paid by the day, as agreed, were ioformed
that picce-work was to bs given out by the contrictors. The
directors claimed that the men who were employed for eight hours’ work
spent their Ume in loafiog, smoking, sleepiog and card-plsying, and that
therefore it was impussible to realize a profit on the miose when the lab.r
was so ill-performed. The miners contended that the majority of them had
fulfilled the letter and spirit of their sgreement, and protested agalost the
introduction of contract work, on the ground that labor would be ill paid,
that boys would b= set to do mea’s work, and that the safety of the mines
and the welfare of the miuers would be neglected. The strikers, numberiog
about 5,000 miners and workmen, held out for eighteen weeks, the share-
holders in the mine and the railtoads suff:red heavily, the railroads losiog
at the rate of 35,000 a day until the strike was over. The miaers of course
{n the long run suffered most, and only after a fierce fight assented to the
terms of the directors, but it is thought that the labor party will at ooce
organize for future action.

A Evu <opean Brieze.—Although the last two weeks have been reslly
cold and lustery, we can bardly claim that we are enjoying an old-time
Canadian winter, and though the picturesque furs are & welcom: addition
to an out-of-door dress, yet the need for them will soon be over. Tho win-
ter weather in many parts of Eirope, especially in Russis, Germany and
France, has been much more severe. Ia St Petersburg it has been fouad
necessary to keep great bor-fires blaziog in the streets so that walkers
should not ran the chance of belng frozea to death. In Berlin the priaci-
pal strects have been packed with drifung snow, aod hundreds of men are
employed by the city in shovelling. Navigation in the Baltic Bea is
entirely closed, and the railway service in maay pacts of the coutineat is
completely demoralized. The * Sunuy South ” of Earope hasalso suffered
severcly.  The vineyards of Spsin glisten with clustering icicles, the sireets
of Naples sro as glazed and slippery as are those of Halifax, and old
Yesuvius is enfolded in 8 cooling wrapper of white snow. The extreme
cold has caused great sofi:ring, especially among the vagrant classes of
Bohemiaos. No less than sixteen Gypsies were found froz:n to death in
one encampment. In Cabads, where we constantly expect much colder
weather thao usually arnives, we are preparcd for the utmost rigor, and w-
can only extend our sympathy to thosc who are suffering so severely from
an unusu?! and extreme temperature.

Your best chance to be cured of Indigestion
Is by Trying H, D, C.
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