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THE SNIDER AT MAGDALA.

Thoe Abyssinian correspondent of the Lon-
don ZTimes writes: Thero is perhaps no
human boing more sensitive to public
opinion at home; moro keenly desirious of
obtaining or apprehensive of losing what ho
considers his share of praise, than the British
soldier on foreign service aftor a fight. The
foeling is as useful as 1t is honorable; and
that will bo a bad day indeed for England
when it begins to loso its strength. Butstill,
Jike much else that isindubitably chivalrous
and haroio, it oceasionally presents a comic
side; and in this Expedition it is impossible
not to be amused at finding that tho British
soldier’s griovance is that the Abyssinians
did not kill, ar, at the very least, severely
wound him. He is morbidly afraid that,
merely for want of what, with grim playful
ness, he styles a good *Lutcher's Lill,” his
follow-countrymen at home wun t bLelieve
that he has really endured or achieved any-
thing deserving their geatitude or admrra-
tion. It is rather difficult exactly t condole
with a man upon not having been killed or
even severely wounded, but still the British
soldier ought, perhaps, to derive sume con-
solation under his misfortunes from the re-
flexion that he did his best to attain his
object, and that the Snider alone is respon-
sible for his failure. Gallantly as tho Abys
sinians camoon in the action at Arogeo, and
obstinately as many of them held their
ground even under the crushing and wholly
unoxpected onset made upon them, they
were as helploss as children against this
extreordinary weapon. They were at first

sralyzed and stupified by the rapidity of
its fire, so unlike anything that half savage
mountaineers with the muzzle-loaders could
have ever dreamt of, and were then mowed
down in crowds, without power of resistan
or retaliation. And at thestorming of Mag
dala even the desperate men who had aban-
doned all hope of flight or pardon, and
thought of nothing but how*to sell their
lives most dearly, could not stand for a
moment under the storm of brilets falling
thick and fast as hail upon every inch of the
ground from which they had hoped to be
able to pour down volleysupon theinvaders
thronged in the narrow pathbelow. It is
clearly the Snider that was at fault, and the
British soldier could -enly get rid of his
distressing invulnerability of throwing his
rifle away. or, as the 4th at Arogeo were wath
some dgfﬁculty provented by their officers
from doing, by taking refuge in the bayonet,
and thus getting within easy killing and
and wounding reaca of the weapons of their
enemy. However, in an evil hour, they,
alas! neglected this golden opportunity,
and, as a Just punishment, have now no
*butcher’s bill’” to present to theiwr admir-
ing fellow-countrymen. 8o theyare obliged
to fall back upon their hardships and priva.
tions, and trust that though they may getno
credit for the way in which they fought,
they will at least got some for all that they
have endured.

Commenting on the recent brnilliant and
succossful campaign ir Abyssinia, the N. 7,
Albion says : * Thereis the assurance to Eu
ropo in Napier’s achicvements, that, whilo
England no louger cares to be concerned in
regulating the minor political divisions of
the continent, or embroiling herself in dis-
pufes which do not toych the integrity of

her dominion, she is not unprepared for ac-
tion whon the time for action comes. Sho
has shown that there are officers and monat
her eall to-day, who will revive the mem.
ories and  reeall the victories of the most
glorious epochs in het military annals. She
has ehown, thatif, under the entanglements
of an embarrassing alliance she may be
dragged into a weary and unremunerative
campaign—as in the Crimean Peninsula—
alone and untramelled she can take the field
with all the freshness and firo of youth,
and male the spheres resesad with the
achoes of her triumph. Napier has inform
ed mankind everywhere, that quick work
can bedone without the Prussian needlo-gun
and that other campmgns than that wladk
ended at Sudows, may be conducted wilh
vigurand closed with promtitude. o has
given the first practical response to the
Russian into Central Asia. e has givennew
courage to tho Turk to hold his own against
the stealthy approach of bis northern eneny.
He has rest.ores the prestige wlhich we lust
when the Malakoff opened to the Lraves of
Neil. and the French claimed the victory at
Sebastupul. For such an expedition—ful
lowed by such results—tho nation must ex
pect to pay , otherwise its pride and its
glory must bLe alike on tho wane ™

A MEDAL FOR ABYSSINIA

A correspondent writing from Antalo,
suggests that the Abyssinian medal should
be somewhat different in design and appear-
ance from an ordinary half crown ; and we
fully agre~ with him. 0ld fashions live long
in tho army, and the Peninsular and Water-
loo medals have, with one exception, been
taken the correct precedents to follow
whenever a new distinction of the kind was
to be granted to officers and men for servico
in the field. From an artistic point of view
it would be just as groat an anachronism
now to issue one of the old-fashioned med-
als in honor of the Abyssiman campaign as
it would be to substitute the old flint-lock
musket for the breech-loading Smder rifle.
If the Gwalior campaign in Lord Ellen-
borough's time, was signalized by a bronze
star, itwould be not altogether inappropriate
that the rescue of the Abyssinian prisoners,
the defeat of Theodore, the capture of his
capital, and the downfall of hLis empire
should be made memorable throughout the
English and Indian armies by a stlver re.
presentative of the British lion. One word
as to tho extra batta. If it was ever well
deserved by tho Indian troops it is on the
present occasion. Moreover if it wers ever
granted for politic and wise considerations
alone, 1t ought to be for the Abyssinian ex-
pediton.  And still further, even if it were
to cost ten times the sumit would, although
India has been hardly dealt with in the pro-
portion which her finances have been made
to bear of the oxpenses of the expedition,
seo can well a(for(;l) to be generous on such
ap occasion. It is impossible to over esti-
mate the influence which the successful
termination of the campsign will have upon
the minds of the people 1n all parts of India.

The native troops came from every quar-
ter— Sikhs from the-Punjab, Belochees from
Scinde, and Sejoys from the three presiden-
cies, Let every one of these men returntaq

their homes with a year’s oxtra pay, and a
gilverlion shining on their breasts, to talk
over their exploifs at Magdala, to tell their
frionds how the Sanib logues mnrched oyer
300 miles of nountains and ravines to reseue
n few of the r own countrymen from im
prisonment — how the dreaded Emperor was
slain and his Empire subverted— and the
effect, evon from a political point of view,
would be worth incomparably more, a thou
sand fold over, than any amount of extra
batta —Naval and Military Gazette.

A KRUPP GUN.

Tho Journal des Sciences Militares for May
gives the particulars of some experiments
made in November last at Esen with o nine
incli Lieech loading Keapp gun of cast steel.
The experiments were carried un ander the
superintendence of two Russian officers of
artillery. The gun measured 15 feet in
length, was rifed with 32 grooves, and
weighed 134 tuns. The object was to find
tho charge of powder required to impart to
a projectila weighing 275 pounds an initial
velacity of 400 to 433 a second, and toascer
tain whethor the cannon would Loar o suffi-
ctent number of such rounds to enable 1t to
be pronounced a serviceable arm. Tho
number of rounds was fixed beforehand at
500, to be fired rapidly as possible. Four
sorts of powder were tried, one being pow-
der manufactured in Prussia to match o
samplo of large grained rifled cannon pow-
der obtained from England. At first the
Navez-Leurs ballastic apparatus was used,
being subsequently replaced by the chrono-
graph invented by Captain Lehoulango of
the Belgian artillery, who assisted at the ex
periments. This chronograph by a simple
mechanism estimates initial velocity by tho
difference between the respective times of
falling of two weights. After 117 rounds
the most etfective chargo of powaer was pro-
ved to be 43 pounds of fine-grained Prussias,
which gave an average volocity of 417 yards
per second. The results obtained with the
imitation English or Armstrong powder were
pronounced unsatisfactory. The 583rounds
remaining to complete the test were spread

over mue days, and in all of them, with the
exception of 46, in which * tubular prisma-
tic” chavges of 45 pounds ware fired, the
standard charge of 43 pounds of Prussisn
powder was adhered to. The report upon
the gun at the closo of the experiments may
be summed up as follows : Initial velocity
unimpared by the 700 rounds. The enlarge-
ment of the chamber practically reached its
maximum sfter the sixteenth round, and did
notalter generally afterwards, but the great-
est increase in vertical diameter (0.017 inch)
was reached in one particulardirection after
the 100th round while the maximum hori.
zontal enlagement (0.022 inch) was attained
at tho 50th. Striee showed faintly at thebase
of the grooves after the 107thround, and al.
though they increased in size to the end of
the oxperiments, they did not assume a
character of gravity. The breech-loading
mechanism worked with great facility
throughout. All its parts were found in or-
der and perfectly intact after the 100th
round, and this portion of the gunitas pro-
nounced to answer all the requirements of
attitlery service'— Pall Mall Gazette. .
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