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to tho fact that thelmperial ronds rornd the
Cape and round Cape Ilorn cross each other
at a pointon the Equator aboyt 23 deg. WV, !
Ifa comparatively small circle with that
centre bo describod on a moreantilo chart,
it will bo found to Includo the pith ofnoarly !
all vessels passing along thoso roads. It
therefora follows that the defenco of the
gen area 80 includedis of Lo groatest im
portance o Australasin and Enstern and
Pacific possessions, and that it would be
usoless to distributo force for tho proteo
tion elsewhere of the commorce of thosa
places unless wo can command that small
area. DBut wo cannot maintain a patrol at
these Imperial cross roads without bases of
operation from which that forco can draw
supplies : we have no choice, thersfore, but
toadapt Sierra Leone and Ascension to the
purpose of fulfilling tins Imperiul require-
ment. It is further essentinlly nece-sary
for the safety of Australia and the East,
that these points should not fall into other
hands, and if we do not adopt measures for
their defenco, there is nothing to prevent
such a contingency.

Now, though the Imperial strategic pcints
Thave nemed are numerous. I think it
will bo {cand difficult, even on close inspec-
tion, 1o reduce the number without risk to
tho safety of the Imperinl lines. It must bo
remembered that a point near a line of com-
unieation, if not securol to our own use
by means of defence, is placed more or less
at tho disposal of our enemy. The position
wo abandon, because we have olhers jn its
neighbourhood, may bo of vast stratagic
importauce to the power havingnone. The
Immense and Imperial imporiance of tho
great umjority of strategic points named, I
think, be much doubted, and thereforo for
purposes of illustrating gencral principles
require 1o further romark. \Ve have seen
that military garrisons are required to pro-
vent their tapture by wsswult. Where aro
they to come from? Wnit provision
hins the Empire made for the s oty of posi-
tions which commanad her roads?

It is our boast that wo are allust secured
from invasion, because we have 100,090
regular troops at home, But whun we are
threatned withinvasion, we are in imminent
peril of investment, As the regular army is
theonly military force we can move,it clearly
follows that, if 100,000 or any largo propor
tion of that number of regular troops aro
necessary to guard against invasion, no
force is avnilablo for garrisms of places on
which the safety of our communications do-

“pends.  We should bave to chioose, at such
n timo, between risking in. asivn or courting
investment, partial or complote. When
this argument is used, it 1s geacrally met
by the assertion thut we have, s shall hare,
a powerful fleot, aned therefore shalt com.
maud the sea, Now the * command of the
sea” isa vaguo term, couvesing no preciso
neaning to the mind. It is, from its vaguo
ness, most valuable to mnystily coustituen—
cies, or to confuse the couception of our
true military requiroments, both in times
of * papie” and intervening  periods of
 parismony.’’ By war ministers it 13 used
altornately to full the awakened conscious—
ness of military weakness, or as an argu-
ment for the reduction of mulitary force. 1o
modt peoplo it mieans something purcly
naval. Tosomo it conveys the idea of
covering the seas with numerous floets; to
otbors, tho possession ofa few ships niore
powerful than thoso of ourneighbours, Few
realize that tho command of the sea can
only be maintained by n scientifiz combina.

1tis thorefare necessary to draw attention l
!

Coloninl defences.

tion of threo things—strategy, purely mili-

tary force, and puroly naval power. Thot
command of tho seais nothing more nnr |
less than the command of tha: Imporial i
raads, tho “securing of the firat lwes of,

Itis important to bear in mind that the;
more war fleets rely on machinary «nd wrti-
ficinl mative power, the more necessiry nro,
fixed bases of operation to their nction, and :
the greator must be the resources of thasa
bases, 1Ienso it is that, as the science af
naval wirlare advances the necessity for
devclopiug these resources at the groat
strategic points, and for efliciently protect-
ing them, will probably incrense.

But ‘- au ounce offuct is worth n pound
of theory ;" and while others dwell on the
political results of the exploits of the Sum -
ter and Alabama, it is desireable not to lo-o
sight of the lesson in Imperial defenco the
cruise of these vessels teaches. € ptiin
Semmes.weiting on board the Sumler, n the
West Indies, remarks: * The enemy has
dnne us the hanour to send in pursmit of us
the Powhattan, tho Niagara. the Irequais,
the Keystone, and tho Sao Jacinis." Not
one of thnse vessels ever cuught her, and il
wo read on wo shall see the reason, ¢ The
Mona passage being tho regular track of U.
S. commerce, it was looked upon as nlmost
a certainty that at least onn cruiser wonld
bo stationel for its protection.” Thesup
poscd certainty, however, was a delusion
Months afterwards wo find Captain Sommos
excliming, “Where can all the cnemy’s
cruisers be, that tho important pusiges we
have lately passed through are all left un-
garded 2 And then ho sarcasticilly alds.
“They ave off, [ suppose. in chase of the
Alabama.” Agiin he suid: *Tioe sea has
its highways and byways, as well as the
land. . .« . IfMr Welles il station
ed a heavier and faster shin~and he hul a
numb-r of both heavier and faster ships—
at the crossing of the thurtieth pa-alial.
another at or near the equator, a little to
the eastward ot Fernado du Noronha, and a
third off Bahia, he must have driven me off,
or greatly crippled me in my movements,
A few ships in the olher chiefl highways, and
his commerce would have been pretiy well
protecled. Dut tho old gentlemau does
not seem to havo thought of stationing a slup
anywhere."(a)

It is impossible that anyone cirefully
stindying the cruiso of tho Sumler and Ala
bama, can avoild the erclusioa that we hive
lad to pay £3,200,000, not so much for
letting tho flahama cscape, but as compen-
sation to tho United Siates for damage
directly resulting from tho vague notion
the head of their naval department had
respecting tho * command of tho sea,” and
his utter incapacity asa sea stratogist.  All
the naval forco of the United States was
powerless to arrest a single ship in her
progress, simply because it wmas avphod
without reference to genecral principles
which guide tho distribution of forco for

the protection of communications.

It is important to obsarvo that there is no
proportion between the forco used in the
interruption of soa communicationsas com
pared with the amount of force required to
securo them. Lo ciipplo the action ofa
siuglo steamer we find it ackunowlodged, by
ono who ought to know best, that several
cruisers would be required at certain points,
A rogular attack upon soa communications,
therefore, fuvolves the employment of an
enormous forco in their defenco; and as the
slations and positions  are nccessarily
fixed, so must bases of oporation bo at

m(a) “My Adventures Afloat,” by Admiral Som-
oY,

hand to supply tho wants of that defending
force.

Thorna i3, hwaver, anothar lasson wa my
learn from the cruise of tha Alabuma,

I which, if wo proit by, is well worth £3,000-

G:1) to aur Empire, 1t is the v.lua of coal

12 offensive vl lefensive apm wians at sea,

We find considerationa regimling tho cone

sumption an.l supply of csai construtly ro-

gulsting an.l lim-ting ths aciion of the Stun-

fer and Afahuma  While we congratulate

Garselves thit “evea tho stores of coal

ureded for marine locimation aro princi-
puly ours,” wo must reqeaber that they

are only ours 80 Ling s we protect them

from destrustim by bumbardment or from

ciptura by assrult, To is therofore of para.

mount importainca that our coal depots
along the Impertd lines shoulld bo efficiont.
ly anl thoroughly defended ; that they
should nat be selected nt haphazard, or
or giluwed at plices in the possession of
wny fareign power whes it.can possibly be.
avoided.

Tho clasing scene of the ciroer of the
Alabama is, howovoer, yet moare instructive
to thoso who have the defenee of the empire
at heart.  True. sho was sunk neiwr to onr
own coust, alminstin Eagli-h waters, by
the gunsof the Aearsage but if we would
lenow what it was thas forced her within tho
rangs of thoss guns wa must carry our .
thoughts fir away to the [ndim Ocoawn,  In
the fur cast wo find Ciplain Semmos
writing as follows: * My ship will have to
80 to dock to have much of her coppor
replaced, now nearly destroyed by constant
cruising, and to have hor boilars “overhul.
ed aud repaired, and this can only bo done
in Europe.” Andento Buropo the AlLtba
‘na came.  Delective an L without adequato
m-ms of repiir, she was no longer ubte to
efliziently fultil her mission, nor quite freo
10 ¢hwo3n thy finl 13 of hoer action, so drag
ding her damnged bmlers and dilapidated
hull down the Indinn Ozean, round the
Cipe and up the broad Atlantic, (a) she
sought refuge nnd repair in a French port,
The rest of her story is soon told. Danied
tho means necessary Lo restore her to her
original eflictency as a slup of war, and with
defective ammunition, she swas compelled -
to engago an antagonist, whoso challenge
shio was from her condition neither fit to
accopt nor able to avoid. In seventy
minules sho was sunk. For want of means
of repair in the Eastern hemisphero sho
lies beneath the watersof the Eaglish Chan-
acl, silently warningus to prolit by the les-
sons sho has taught. =
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Thero is one other popular view respect-
ing the command of tho sea to which 1t is
necessary to refer. It is that tho command of
the noa can be secured by the blockado of
our cnemy's coast. The experiences of the
Americin war throw some light upoa this
argument, In tho Siagaporc Times of
December 9. 1863, we rea({ : “From our
shipping list it will be scen that there aro
no lewer than seventeen wmwerchantmen at
prescat in our harbours. Their gross ton-
nago may bo reughly set domn at 12,000
tons. Some of them lave been lying hore
now upwards of threo months, and all this
ata tine when therois uo dulnessin the
freight markot ; but, on tho contrary, an

(a) **On May 2, w- recrossad the F/&mmr talo
the northiorn hemusphere . . . and ran up to
onr old tollgate, where, as the reader will re-
collect, wo halted on our culwand passaze and
tised the passports of 50 many teavellers. Tho
ruor old Alabama was nob nos what sho bad
heon then, Sho was ltke the wearled fox-hoand,
Hmping bLack aftern long chase, foolsoro ana
longlagfor qulet and ropose,”— Vide ** Mo Adven-
mrcszfnocu.." by Admiml Semm cs. -
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