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ahips and onosloop of 16 guns. As it was
the fashion of the Hritish oflicor of tho po.
riod, nshoro oraftont, to indulge in a lot of
putty expeditions,not necessarily connected,
and having no benring on the genoral issues
of tlo contest ; D' Esrainc caught Lord llows
at anchor at Sandy Hoole,on 11th July, 1778,
with a squadron of tout sixty four gun ships,
ten fifty, two lorty four, ono 32 and one 20
gun ship. Inferior 1w weight of metal as
well ns nu norieally, it would bg supposed n
dnshing officer would have scized tho oppor-
tunity to strikon decisive blow, but Hows's
dispositions were made 11 s0 mastorly n
mannor, and with such n judicious dispiay of
tactieal slall,that tho French officer content

ed himself with o partial blockade,

A good denl of confused nnd unintolligible
manouvring now took place. Tho Freunch
admiral nitempted to drivo the British gar-
nison from Newport, Rhode Island, brought
his squadron into a similar g)osition in the
nmiddle passage, to the Bay of Rhode Island,
tothat the British aconpied at Sandy Hook,
with this difference, that there was no room

to mancouvre, and a vessel running in could-

layanother slongside, yard arm and yard
arm, nnd thus decide tho contest. Iows,
nstead of keeping his antagonist in the cul
de sac hehad entered, cruised so far to the
south west, that a North Tast gale ennbled
D'EstaiNG to slip his cables, and stand out,
form line of battle, nud offer to engage, but
his adversasy declined, because ho wantled
the weather puage, and finally a severo gale
compelled both pitrties to take shelter. the
French at Boston, tho British at New York,
Admiral Byrov, who had rvelieved Lord
Howe in command of tho fleet, put to sea
at the end of October for the purpose of at
tacking the French fleet, lying at Boston, but
was blown off the coast and his squadron
damaged by a gale on 1st November,and on
the 3rd the Count D'Esraivag sailed for the
West Indies. The vices of thesystem under
which General Crixrox acted, began at onco
todevelop themselves, instead of strikingat
the vital and vulnerable pomts of the ene*
mies defence,ho resorted to the mischevious
devico of n host of potty expeditions, hot
wuch above tho chavacter of mere plunder-
g raids, tending in no degreo to Larass
the enemy, but reducing his own strength
and shaking the discipline of his troops.
After D‘%s'mxc had made the gross strn
tegical mistake of sailing away to the West
Indies, Cuistoy, instead of pressing the
army under Wasuixatoy, securing the line
of the Hudson, and thus ruining the Unit-
od States defence in spite of the French al-
liance, despatches one detachment of troops
to tho « est Indies, consistin;fv of 5,000 men,
convoyed by six ships of the line,weakening
both army and navy, and another of 3,500
troops, with a correspondingconvoy to Geor-
gia, stumbling at last on the truo strategi
cal line, on the preservation of which, the
evistence of the United States depended.
Tho contest, now nearly at the end of its
third year, had been principally supported

The drain of men, money and material, was
beginning to bo censibly felt, and it was evi
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ccuragoed to foreo by plunder or throats thelr
noighboss to declaro themselves. . I'or tnoro
thann year this course had produced a rtatoe
of ulmost civil war in theso provinces, and
ne their whole coast line for five degrees of
Intitudo from CapuHenry to the mouth of tho
Savannnh River,was peculiarly adapted to bo
tho haunts of privateers, from thooxtent of
the frequont and deop inlets, bays and estu-
aries, with which tho coastis pierced, and
which giva it in reality all tho-advantages of
a doublo const line; it wasian objeot of
somo importance to ocoupy all tho main po

sitions on it, and as it were, operate in thoe
roar of tho army of tho United States, man-
auvring bolweon tlio Chesapeske and the
Iludson. .

Sir Henry Crintox's intention appears fo
have been nothing more than to creato a di-
version by assisting the loyalists in Georgia,
and tho Carolinas. The full value of the
strategy involved does not appear to have
dawned on his mind, and at & Ilater period
ho tried hard to disown that ho contemplat-
ed doing anything like what ho calls °* solid
aperations” in this or any other oxpedition,
Yet it is perfectly ovident it was tho most
vulnorable point, most open to attack, and
solid operations thoreon would have been
fatal to tho United States without a shadow
of doubt.

The sequenco of events proved too strong
for tho British Generals intentions. Savan®
nanh was easily captured, and Augusta, 150
miles up tho river occupied. During the
sumier a bold dash was made at Charles.
ton by the Fiiiish General Prescort which
only failed becsuse ho did not possess suffi-
cient pertinacity.

A series of raids followed which consider.
ably hampered the operations of the troops
under WasmxgroN, and if they had been
systematical and succeeded by similar ef-
forts on tho Hudson, there can be no doubt,
but tho rabel colonies oven with the disas.
aster at Saratoga, and thoe rench alliance,
would be obliged to accept such a peaco as
the Parliament of Great Britain would see
fit to dictate.

A junction of the French contingent and
United States troops was effected with-

in threo or four marches of New York, Sir:

Hexry CrixtoN having cvacuted Rhode Is*
land, as well as Stony Point, and Verplank's
on tho Ifudson, thus leaving the })nrtially
interrupted communications with the East-
ern States obligingly open, when every rea-
son, military as well as political, pointed out
the necessity of holding these positions, axid
acting from them offensively. te allowed
himself with a suporior forée to be blockad-
ed in New York by troops numerically, as
well as morally, infewor, wanting all the
proper material of war, with.a fleet superior
to anything which could be brought against
it. Indeed bis whole strategic capacity jud-
ged by the events amounted to planmng
small ruds,  In accordruce with this policy,
he dovised an expedition againstCharleston

d b jat the closo of 1779, and after a tedious na*
. by the Eastern or New England Provinces. |

vigation of forty severn days, in which fear~
ful loss by storm, capture and other aeci
dents, was inflicted on the force,it wa3 land.

dent that they could not support the wea. | ed on John's Island, tkirty mules from Char-

and tear of ano hor caripaign.  Under these
dreumstances, that s« { appointed body of
Dictators, ‘the Congress, did not scruple to
exerzise coerelon, and ns the Caroliuas and
Georgia held a large majority of inkhabitants
hostile or indifferent to theirrule, it was re.
tolved lo forco them into the Army and
compel contribytions towards tho goneral
" outlay, For this purpose, a tolerably well
appointed forge udder General LixcotN was
kept on foot, and those parties amongst the
planters that sided with Congress, wero ent

leston, with the loss of all the ‘heavy artil-
lery, and tho horses of that arm ang tho ca.
valry. After o series of-operations extend:
ingover ninety days, the town was surren-
dered,being no longer tenable. ‘I'liofor.ress
that involved all this fearful wear and tear
washardly entitled to be called thirdclass. Tt
mounted altogether, eighty four guns, and
on the seafront was so_defonceless, that it
must have surrendered to thé first frigate
whose commander had dphmk enough
to anchor her beofore it. Tts defenco reflects
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croedit on Genoral Inxcory ; ils capture car-
ried no {aurels Lo Crixtoy,

‘Tho fall of Charloston occurred 1 May 1780,
and as information arrived that a ro inforce-
meont of French troops had landed on Rhode
Island, Sir Hsxny OuintoN was obliged to
relurn to Now York, leaving tho Earl of
CornwaLLis in command with 4,000 troops
and instructions to reduce North Carolina
at once ; tho very foolish measure of organ®
izing the lately reconciled rebels ns a militin
was resorted to and unbounded trust placed
in tho faith and honor of men, whom the
sequel proved undorstood neither.

Paltry raids in which somo misrable back*
woods village was plundered and destroyed,
harrnssing marches and'insufficient food fil*
tered away tho strength of the forco loft at
Charlestown, but at tho same time it must
bo confessed that Earl Corxwanris and his
suoordinates gradually acquired o lnow:
ledge of the strategicnl value of the opera
tions in which they wero engaged and would
have redeemed the honor of the English Ar
wy if properly seconded by CLixTON.

Under such mon as TArLETON, FERGUSON,
and Sptoor, raids wero pushed to the very
boundary of those hills through which the
line dividing Tennesoo from tho Carolinas
runs and from theSavauna river in theSouth
to York river in Virginia in the North, over
an aren covered by five degrees of latitude
and seven degrees of longitude,

In view of this activity it is evident that
very little could bo effected by the troops
under WasnuiNaTon's command and quite as
little by tho French allies; all they could do
was dono effectually ; watch tho British Ge-
neral at New York take advantago of his
errors of omission and commission ; he was
not long in affording fitting opportunity to
such antagonists.

During this campaign tho disgraceful
business of ARNOLD and ANDRE was on®
acted, wilh a noble army and powerful
fleet lying on the line of communications
botween tho French and their United Statos
allies, CrixtoxN preferred to jeopardize the
life of a valuavle officer and thereputation of
his army by an act of treachery for what he
could have won in fair fight, oven his imbe-
cility kept both his antagonists quiet, thoy
dored not moyve whilo CorNwaLLs was de-
vasting their resources.

That able commander advanced from
Charlestown along tha course of the Santce
and Wateree Rivers to Camden, Charlotte-
town and Wynnebirough thence to Salis-
bury, on the head waters of the Great Pedeo
to theRoanokeRiver,on tho south side of the
Capo Fear River to Welmington and thence
crossing the Skuse to Petersborough on the
Rappabannock, thence to Richmoad and
aftor marching over all the Ieninsula in*
cluded. between the York and JamesRivers,
finally brought his army to Yorktown await-
ing the coroperation of CrixTox.

In all these interminable marches lus
troops were supported in a great measure
by the.country through which he passed.
and ho swept awzy all opposition leaving
hardly a fae in his raar, at leist not one
that could in che slightest degree interfere
with the success of his operations,

An advance of Crintox's force from New
York would- have driven at this junc-
tion WisHiNgTON’S troops before it and
his army would have dispersed before 1t
could reach the Delaware, tho handful of
French at Rhode Island wounld be incapable
ot resistance and. it Clinton had advanced
during August, 1781, the war of the Revolu*
tion would have come to a difforent conclu
sion, on the 218t of that month Earl Corx-

n.sis' ary occupied Yorktown,



