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had been unnbl;alzo“ provent the enemy’'s
!limding, and obliged to retire Lefore num.
ers.

5 A GENERAL ARSENAL,

Notwithstanding tiat Calonel Jervois has
drawn attention to the importance of a cen
tral arsenal, I cannot refrain from saying
that its importance appears to me so great,
that every means should be adopted to cill
1t into existence as early as possible.

Atpresent, all the supplles for the army
aro on the coast, which is at tho sameo time
the frontier, and consequently so placed as

oarnost, would be on the spot and ready for
aclion in a trice.

Thisis guaranteed by the patriotism of
tho Briton, his habtt of solf-reliance, his
respect for the law and public opinion, the
consciousness of tha possession of institu-
tions mare liberal than any which could be
given him by others, the memories of former
victories, and, finally, a great contempt of
tho enemy. Where such powerful factors
work in unison, n2 ono should despair of
such an institution, while its bare existence
warns the enemy that he must use far
greater foresight than if ho had  merely the

to be the most exposed to the enemy's |standing armv to deal with,

attacks. This i3 contrary to the natural |

I'rom my poiut of view, the only dis-

order of things, and might lead to the very | advantage of the standing army and the

worst consequences.

Volunteers is that their pumbers aro too

Even Woolwich is not properly placed in jsmall; a defect all the more sensible be.
view of war, The central arsenal should con- j cause, if' & general war broke out, England

tin all the stores of the Army, and partly
of the Navy also, and should accommodate
all workshops for the manufacture of war
material,

In order not to weaken the active army
in the field too much, the arsenal should be
capable ot being defended for a long time
by.a small number of meon:this obliges us
to search fora locality were nature has al.

jywould probably bo obliged to strengthen

the garrisons in Indiaand the colonies con
siderably, and to send them strong rein-
forcements from themother country., The

‘words of Marshd Bugeaud on this subject

are remarkable : “L'infanterio Anglaise ost
11 plus 1¢doutable du monde, mais heureu~
sement il n’y en a pas beaucoup.?

If England has gained many victories on

ready done much to ficilitate defence. ‘Iho | the Continent in spite of the small strongth

fortifications should be desigued with a view
to mere defence, for the offensive might
lead to lossess tooserious for a small garri-
son+ ‘There would boa wise economy in the
croation of a central arsenal, forat present
the stores being scattered on the coast lead
to many places being more strongly fortified
tban they otherwiso would be, merely be-
cause they are depots of supplies.

Iam not inclined to dispute the point as
t> weather Shellield or Cannock Chase
would be best adapted for a central arsenal.
‘Thisis matter for special local inquiry. I
would only remark that the local should be
one where Art comes 1o the aid of Nature
only. and not where everything must be left
to Art: for such actificial fortitications are
expeasive, aud never can  assume the large
proporlions to be met with where Nature
herself co operates in the defeuce, asshe
often does on a gigantic scale,

6. Avxy OQagaNZATION.

On the Continent the Eaglish military
organizition is often blimad, and the iosti-
tution of Volunteers laughed at, Formy
part L have uever beenable to join in this
blame and derision.

The system of voluntary enlistment is of
course far less of an injury to personal free
dom than conscriplion, or any form of
compulsory levy; and the raising of Volun-
teers i3 less injurious still. KEalistment
provides soldiers of long servica, which is
parlicularly desirable for non-commisioned
officers, and also for soldiers who enler the
cevalry or other special arm. Under the
1aw of univers i lability to service prevalent
on the Contwsent, the want of old soldiers is
Liitterly fely, and everything pul into opera-
tion to meet the disadvantige his been
insufficient to wean men from the attrac-
tions of their homues. I believe, therefore
that England ought to adhero to her present
system of enlistment for the standing army,
all the more becaus she requires a system
of long scrvice, scattered as her troops are
over the world. and hamperea by the difi-
culties of foriegn relief.

The institution of Volunteers I would also
preserve, with all its shortcomings; forit
hasthe great advantage of Leing of spon.-
taneous growth, and only requiringfoster-
ingcare. Iam persuaded that the Volun-
taers, if called to arms by the country in

of her army, it must not be forgotton that
she was generally acting with allies. Indeed

British commanders bave derived the.fur.

ther advantage from their allies that they
have been able to use them for Quties for
which the Lnglish soldier is least well adap-
ted—-c g., skirmishing ; for the red* unt

form, and the contempt of cover which 1s
the cousenquence of an excessive daring,
lead to heavy losses on auch service. Lug
laud should accustom herself to consider tha
possibility of having to rely upon her own
resources in the case of A general war, and
of encountering a coalition which could
bring a superiority of force against her.
Undor such circumstances nothing remiins
but to develop one's own forces to tho ut-
most ; and as this presure can only beofa
temporary nature, the question of personal
freedom should be set aside for the time,
and every man Gt for service he eilled to
action. Without abolishing what exists,and
setling up something different in its place,
it would be well if England raised her 3k
tia infantry 2t loast in the senso of the iaw
of universal service, traimng them solely as
auxilaries for the defence of the mother
country.

As a pattern for such Aititia, I would ro-
commend that of Switzerlwud, which, though
costing very little, showed in 1870 a readi-
ness for seryice which did them the highast
hanous.

‘Tho first training of rccruits, and the
periolical eall-out to manmuvres, would cer-
tainly aftect the national ecconomy con-
siderably. Colonel Jervois reckon tho cost
at 3V sterling per. man per year; but where
the independence of the country is actually
at stake, money considerations sink into
iusignificance. IF Ssitzarland, with her
republican feelings, and
which no one covets, recognizes tins wuniver.
sul obligation, how inuch more should Eng-

land do 8o, whose riches aro the envy of tle

Continent, and twhose foreign possess-
ions aro constantly expoied to so miuy
dangars !

7. Loxpow.

Hving refecred to what seemed proper
tosuppliment the first eight chapters of the

® A vory doublfal assa:ztlon this, Many pmes:d.
tical soldlors declare red (O bo oro ofthe Inst con--

spleaons of colours at amaderate distance.C.00.C

her possessions.

¢ Lecture,” I now pass the consideration of
what [ regard as its chiel conclusion—the
fortilying of Liondon¢ whioh my lonoured
friend wishes to see effocted.

‘Tho importance of the subject is such that
I thing it necossary to say somotling on
the theory of the sudject 3 for inall matlers
of forlification therc is a theory, and tho
application of it to n given case is a subsn
quent stago. ‘The defence of capitils s a
subject for such a special theory, and per-
hinps this question has nover been 80 well
ventilated as in the present century, While
some advocated the defenca of  capitals,
others, and among them even military men,
have deslaved it to e folly ; and therefore,
if we aslz, in this cise,which is the true viesw,
the auswor cannot be made, as 1t 8o often 15,
that a middlo course is the true one, for
here thera is no mildle course—either
fortify, or do not ferufy ! * Lo be, ornot
to bo, that is the question. ”’

When it is considered that in such fortifi-
cation strategical and tactieal d.ata are but
part of the determining factors, and thny
other circumstances iuterpose themselves
which must hiave great practieal werght, it
is clear that the answer may be given with
as much justice in the negative as in the
affirmative, according o the special case.
\WWherever the whole life is concentrated in
the capital, and this is expoxed, to be easily
reached by the enemy, asin the cue of
Paris, fortification appears nghly necessary;
but where those conditions aro diffzrent, as
at St. Petershurz (on the land side), or
Mascow, or Madrid, the argument for for-
tification is lost; or if it still holds good in
part, tho question arises whether the expen-
diture which the fortificition ofithe capital
demands would nat bo better applied to
other military measures.

1t i3 chicfly among cantinenlal peopla
that tho question of the fertiticition o' the
capital arises, Having communication with
their neighbours over dry land, they aro
always linble to attack ; and tho less tha
distance and intervening obatacle, the
greater the apprebension.  Thysisincreased
in proportion as the coantry is centralizad,

for with the capital the command, of tho
whole country has often been lost, although

a considerabloe exteat of territocy rem:ined
untouched,  Un this theory we-mamtain
that in the Freach interest tho fortitication
of Parig i3 in a high degrec justitiable s
while, on the other hand, Spaib, which with
its provincial divisions is decentralized
rather than centralized, wonld do much
better to apply her money towards the
fortification of the provinces on har border
than upnn the defence of the capital
‘Turning our sttention now specially to
London, it would be absurl to mxintiin
that London fortified would nat offer=n
much longer resistance thim Londen un-
fortitied. But although Londoa forms, ofli
cially, the central point of the countres
subject to the sceptreof England, can this

‘greatcity bo considered as a capits) in the

sawme sense &s the capitals of coutinental
couatries which theorists waall resvmrmendt
ta.be fortifi=d ? . -

B

To answer this question aright wa must go
Hack into the book of History, and thoro ne
find that those peoples whp, like the Auglo-
Saxons and-Norfaans, took possession of tho
fitisH Islands, madeit their first busthess

‘to"divide the lands and %o secureslaces of

residencs upon them. They in no . way
soaghtto collect themselves in tywnse, as
did -tho founders of Venice, and, at sn
i3lior datey thissof the Roman oinnicipsli-

‘tics.



