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ln, however, one feature cf those manoeu-
vres which w. haye yot te copy, aud it la
that cf a permanent District Staff. Major-
Goueral Sir G. Welsely bas been appoiuted
Chief cf the Staff an imitation cf the Prus-
slan model; cur people are net more copy-
ioa, non do w. want te introduce any new-
fangled ideas en this subjeet that are net
woll tested, but the necessity for uuch an
organization la uufflcieutly apparent sud is
the opinion of an observer at the Woolmer,
Camp, as given in the Broad Arrow:

IlOdie. important leason Ihai these man-
ouvres, se far as tlhey have yet gono. teacbi.

la 1h. inconvenience sud indeed inefficiency
of a scratch Staff gel tegather at shor-t no-
tice, as compared with an crganized and per-
manent Staff; sucli as wo 500 ln Germany.
The Ohiof cf the Staff lu probably equal te
any Staff Chief lu Germany, but he only
caMe dewu the day before yeslerday te take
Up his duties with an army, with generals,
sud with aubordinales ail in vanicus degrees
new te him. Re was new te tbema al-
the feeling cf ruutual acquaiutanceship
which ie se valuable dees net exaist. Thon
it does net locok well, sud iL cannot tend te
efficioncy, te find Staff Officers unable te ne-
cognise eommanding officers, sud foroed tc,
enquir. whe then ' that old gentleman la se.-
and-se.' We have upeut a gcod deal cf
znoney lun collegea and other waya tc, croate
a Staff fer cur army, sud we are as destitute
cf a Staff organizallon as if we had nover
apont a farthing."

'La value cf Field Batteries organised on
the principlea advocated in 1he VOLUNTEER
Ruvrmw. cf 4th September, has received a
utriking illustration fnom the follcwlng lot-
ton witteu te the fiimea (England), by one
;,f 1h. bout living authonities cu the aubjeot.

." gSia :-It lias r.oently been shown lu
yeur columnu that a regular field baltery,
the organisation of which commenced lu
F.bruary last, was net considered capable
cf firing eue round cf blauk ammunition at
the review lu the Long Valley cf the spien-
diidly equipped sud dnilled 90 guns, snd that
ba been eited as a caution te ua Volunteers.
Now, Sir, as your correspoudente have had
their uay, I beg the privilege cf hsviug
rmine in reply, I being a oommanding effloor
cf Veluntoora, snd an officer cf the anlillory
cf more than 20 yearu service. Of courue, 1
accept the caution with thauka ; but res non
ver ba.

I -amrnnt anuwerable for the correcînes
of the. statement that the psvticular battery
alluded te waà practicaiiy useleas at the end
cf six mentha from Its first existence, but
mnuet accet the fact as stated.

,.Now, ince Apnil my guns have marched
140 miles, wth mauy houra' drill in addi-
tic>n. Menonhrse, guns, have had a rail-
way ieurney cf 50 miles; they have been
oven as bsd if net wera., gnound than ar-
fillery is orliuarlly liable te paso, purpouiy
ttesta the mettie cf mon sud herses, sud ln
dclng iL I hbave seen th. tesm= âowu sud up
again lun a blind waler course; thon. have
been neo"saddle galse" or 1 harnees chafea,"
probs.b!y Irera the nalunal teughneacf
berses. which are always at hard wrk ; and
As te 1.1wrang shoulders," w. have avoided
thexu by using the collars lu whioh the
herses do their werk daily, snd we have
fired 249 rounds cf service ammunition, sud
4,93 rounds cf blank ammunitien..Ail las been doue withouL accident, or
anythinsgoging aminasezoxept the springing

of a splinter bar and twe horses faîling tem-
porarily sick; that test is substantiel anai
beyond cavil.

Now for comparative cost to the nation.
My eight guns cost the country the capita-
tion grant, which la lesa than £400 a year,
while one Royal Artillery Fieîd« Battery gun
on a pe ce establishmient cousa at least
£2000 a year, or five times as much as
our eight guns; in other words, at the
cosL cf only one Royal Artillerygun we can
maintain 40 guns sufficiently organized for
an Alderahot general field dey, and when-
ever more than the organization is wanted
il eau be made, for our powers of expansion
are enormous.

Now the six-months-old Royal Artillery
Battery, with itd six guns, aud which caunot
yet fire blanir ammunition, is costing at the
rate cf flot lesa than £12,000 a year; while
zny eight guna which can do anyching rea-
sonable, coat not £400 in- the same lime.

ln common fairnes I be& the. favor of
this truth being made kuewn, as at present
the case la that cf wealth rebuking pove rty.

Yours cbedienlly,
J. D. SHÂKEzspEAII

Half.pay RLA., Lieut..Col. 0Cm.
lut Middleaex Artillery.

'rhaîched Llouse Club, Sept. 12.

Tnam attention of the British military au-
thorities bas been turned to the improve-
ment cf Field Artillery and the prcduction
of guns cf larger calibre than those former
ly in use. The following description cf the
new ]6-pounderi la taken frcm the (Eng.
lish) Volunteer News cf the 201h Sept.:

On Wednesday morning last, six guns,
carefully packed in jute and wrappers, and
jealcusly guardeà frcm the vulgar gaze,
were held in readiness at the Royal Arsenal
te be deepatched te, Aldershct, there te be
the armament cf Il Battery of Field Artil.
lery, and as experimental weapons to take
part lu theautumn manoeuvres.' They are
16-pounders weighing twelve huudred
weigbt, and rifled in three sbaiiew grceves,
similarly to the 9 pounders. The shape,
however, differs frcmn that cf the latter,
there being ne swell at the muzzle; the
sighting, tee, la différent, cccupymng a cen-
tral position on each aide cf the trun nions.
A cleverly devised arrangement for seur.
ing the screw which tightens the rear ight
las observable on Ihese guns. In lieu cf the
cld chain whlch frequen tiy bocame detach-
ed, thore is an armn upon the head cf the
screw, which catches against a button oni
the Purface cf the breech as il unwinds it-
self, aud prevenra the scrow fromn making
more revolutlon f thân are actualiy requisite.
The carrnages,.linîbers snd ammunttion wag-
gens have heen niodified ccnsiderably. Simi-
Iar weighte te those cf the 9-pounders have
beon retained. But the number cf rounds
ha neoessarilly been reducod frctta 120t> t
100. They are- dijposed as follow,-six
boxes on the wisggon and two on the limbor,
ccntaining o.uci 12 rounds, making an ag-
'gregate cf 96. The remaining four repose
lu Lwe shaiîow boxes beside the guni on the

crae ~s~C and upon Ihese boxes, wlien
cledets are arranged for twe addition-

ai men. Thei shelae are packed tighl with a
stuffing arounid them cof 10w-a wvime provis-
ion te prevent lheir.joltiig. The oldcovers
with mouldings te reat upon the extremities
cf the sholis, seldom fltted close. A trr
row cheat for fuzes fluds recm for itsoîf be-
tween the two boxes on the waggen limbe.
A conîx-ivituce beneath the axie bed of the
gun, only approachable by a cousiderable

amount of manipuiation-involving a loua
cf tisse uoarcely, we imagine, te be advis -
able-containa tubes. Such isl the new 16-
pounder. That il is a weapou cf* terrible
efficipey noue can doubt. Experi monts at
Sheeburynesa have ealabliahed its reputa-
tien, as the Americans uay cf their
Gatling, Ilboyond a poradvouturo." W.
uudorstaud that a third steel and iron field-
gun la about te >be experimented on- -a 25-
poundor, wighlng 21 cwt. *

The new 25-poundor weigha only threc
cwrt. more than the old brasa 12-pounder,
which wighed 18 cwt., the old 9-pounder,
13à cwut., sud the 6-peunder 6 c¶wt. Whiie
It is quile prcbable that with imprevements
in carniage, 'aide arma and stores, the 25-
pounder may be the iightest gun >as far as
horse-power la ooncrned-as to ils value
as a flghting woapcn there eau b. ne ques-
ticn cf compariso-its adoption will re-
volutionize the irtillery service as w. have
pcinted eut i.n a recont issue.

THuc fcllcwing frcm the Broad Àrrow cf
16th Sept., under the tille cf I"The Absu-
doned Grounc inluBonka," while ncticing
a historical fact and the gallant anawer of a
brave and loyal soldier te traitera and rebels
la amuslngly suggestive cf a probable reasen
wby the Berkshire campaigu wwu abandon-
ed and for which the Brod rrow io ac-
countable, as it established a parslliim
between Cromwell and Csrdwell, la it; not
just possible that the latter was afraid'te
veuture whero the fermer failed t-.

IlThe party sent te survoy the intonded
rcute cf the treops,. having been directed.
by suporior authcrity te lock for the traces
cf the siego werks about Dormingten COsale,
Berks, reperted that the tracesof treuches,
redeubta sud batteries, &o., are atili dis-
tinctly visible. The Panllsmentary Army
ef 1644, il should b. kuewu, made a sad

fisoii ther perationa Iu Berkshire. The
lU g arrlson cf Dorminglon CasIle feiled

ail thoir offerts, sud held eut agaiziat repeat.
ed assaults. The last that tcek place was
made lu the yprsence cf the whcle Palia-
ment army, numbering frem ton te twelv.
lhousand herse and fcot, but was gallantly
repulsed by the commander, Captain Beys,
whc appoars te have had under three hun.
dred men te defend the place with. Lie
was tcld that Ilne stcne cf the castie sheuld
romnain whioh shculd net be throwu dewn.'Y
lie replied, heweyer, "-that Ris Majesty
would look Alter th. repaira cf lt.ecasîle,
but that, lu the moantime,- lie purposed te
hcld the grcund."1

Afler this, the. Parliameut srmy made the
asssault, but were thcroughly beston, sud
henceforlh ccutented themaelves, by the ad-
vice cf Cromwell, wilh batterng the place
from a distance, aud homming it lu with a
large force. King Charles the First ence or
twice relieved the garrisen lu persen, th.
last time cerresponding with the brithday
of Our present Prince cf Wales, uamnely, th.
9th cf November.

EvEST incident cf the glcricua centeat of
1812-15 muet posuesa for th. Canadisu pec-
pie uurpassing intereat; w. give iuserticn
te the fcllowlng cunicus article, from the
New Brisnsticlc Reporter, of the 211h Sept.,
premising that the. allusions to 1th. twe bat.
lies moans Ihose of Chateauguay and Chryst-
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