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 MISSION FIELD.
Through the Bheel Country,

Fuor the Presblerian Review,

T'r Buohanan and I having boen appointed by the Mission
Oounoil's Committeo to visit tho wholo Bheol country and fopors
on tho most desirable location for placing a missionsry to work
among there aboriginies, on Monday the 87th Oot., wo loft Mhow
via Dhar and Birdarporo for Ali Rajpore,

It having besn {mponiblo on xooount of. other bnsinoss to
dooido tho date for etarting until tho very day wo loft our propara.
tions wero somowhat hurried. Howavor wo did not reqoire maoch
baggago, a small tont, & bed apiccs and our olothos and food wero
all we took. Thoso with three of our Christian prcachors we sent
on in & bullook cart while we followsd in my tongs, The latter is
a two whoaled rig pocaliat to Ialia built more for strength than
beauty, belng able to traval over tho réughost of roade, and yot
glive manch moro spoed and somtart than the bullock carte.

The journcy to Dbar, 83 milos, waa tzken at night as the sun
fustill vory hot at this scason of the year. Aftor spending the
day thoro looking after the intercets of our now miesion we
pushed oo to Sicdarpore 25 miles furthor on. Here our firat daty
was to moot tho Politioal Agent, Colonel Gaisford, who is in charge
of the whole Bheol conutry. He reccived us most kindly and
promited to do all ho conld to bolp uv. Ho gave us tho use of his
mape to make out our $rip and also wrote to the Dawans or
Ministers of the two largost states we passed through to do what
they could to help us. Tho sympatby and assistance of tho
Political Agent ars probably tha greatost human help wo could
recoivo fn ssttling in such & ocountry for be ia practically absolute
in hie rale. Ho gave us the farther onoouragiog news that the
plaus woro out for oconstructing & govornment road through the
hoart of tho Bhiosl country, an improvement which as you will seo
Iater on will immonsoly faocilitato mission work in this gection.

It was Thursday noon bofore wo left Sirdarpore, and good
roade, to thread our way smong the jungles and hills of Ali
Rajporo and Jhabua. This would have been impossible were it
no} that at cash village we received a guide who showed us the
way to tl.2 noxt village. Strango to eay many of these Bheel
guides, who know avery foot of the way as far as tho neighboring
village threo or four miles away, csuld tell us nothing of the road
beyond, in mauy oases had nover bsen beyond.

Boing prossed for time, and having good moonlight we deoided
not to camp at sandown but to press right on down the ghata
hoping to reach a Iargs villags by abont 9 o'clook, Bat the stesp
ghat was moro than wo bargaized for. It waa diffioult enough to
get tho unloadod tonga down but the loaded bullock cart was too
much for the ballocks, stones as big as your head lay in the
wheol tracks, whilo on eitber side of the narrow road, only wide
enough to admit of tho oart, wero immenee boulders or the ovar-
hsoging hillside. Wo tiod the wheols of the cart and joining
foroos with the bullocke started to drag the cart down thoe steop
read, but being old and not strong it broke und wo were forced to
unload and carry part of our load down the hill. It was noarly
midoight when finally wo haited on the banks of a beautifal clear
atreans. \Ws were too tired to eroct our ten$ so aftor gotting a
cup of tea and scmoething to eat wo lay down to a refreshing slesp
in tho shelter of a largs Mowa tree. Tho next day’s Journey was
& most delight{al one. Tho road though rough led through a
boautifal tract of conntey. We waded through opwards of 15
sircams In logs than thas nomber of miles, and on the plains
between theso streams wo passod between beantifal fielde of msizo
aud jawari, a'l onltivatod by the Bhosls whosa littlo grass huts Isy
soattered abous on overy hillsido. This whole seotion of country
in the dircotion of All Rajporo is very rich and shickly popalated
with Bhsols. That night by a aiistake of tho guides our cart went
on a different road from the tongs and wo had to lie dowd
suppearlsss on thg ground with, fortanate;y however, & warm quilt
sach to wrap aronund us. Noxt morning we had an interview
with tho Rsja of a small siate namoed Jobat. He seemed inter-
estod t0 heat onr purposs and woald I havo no doubt be pleased to
to bave something done for the Bboeh Wherever wo found
oppe-tunity in the villagee through which wo passed wo pubhished
the messago of Ohrist and His Salvatioa. In the towns which
are oocupied obiefly by Hindus we found ready audisnoes but the
Bhoeals in this seotion are somowhat barzed from us on scocount of
sheir langaage, for they talk a very broken Hindi mixed with
some words af their own, A few moaths ;.actios however wonld
onablec & man to understand them pretty well. Tho Bheels do not
live in tho towns but In small villages, or in houses separated some
distanoo from one another. \Work among them therefors wonld
be largely itinorant presching to groups of two or thres or to
Iarger orowds that gather at their marriages and testivals,

In Al Rajpore which we reached Baturday evening we
received a gordial woloome from the Dewan, the young Raja baiug

away studying in tho Rsj Kamar College a$ Indore, Wa stayed
in the Guost ouss whero the Ministor and bis assistant paid us
a long vislt giving us much valuablo information as o tho Bhools,
tholr numbor, thoir oustoms, and our liklihood of guccess in
working among thom. It appsars that thoro are fonr main roadc
branching from Ali Rajpore on all of which the Bheols arc to be
numorounsly found. Tho soil is good and tho country not very
hilly so that one ocould move about pretty frocly in the raing.
Bailding can bo dono cheaply here, wood boing plentital. Fruis
is oultivated to groat advantago and tho richest of orops might bo
prodaced if tho Bhools were truined to bo bottor farmers. This
tha state Is seokiog to do by introdaoing Hindu cunltivators, but 1
foar it will only tend to Hindaise and oreato oasto distinotions,
Ali Rajporo can best bo reacboed not by the route we traversed but
from the Ratlam Godra Ry., tarough Gojeras. It is 40 miles
distant on a fair road, which the Dewan tells ua is soon to bs
.nacadamiecd.

All along tho route we found memories of Mr. Campboll and
his men who have beon over the distriot more than onoe, One of
the numerous frionds they made was of great use to us. His son,
& young Bhoel boy who roads and writes very well, esoorted us to
& Bheel villago noar the town whors we wore mado very welcome
on account of our guide. It was &t night that wa visited them
and $ho dark faces of onr listencrs showed up weird and strango in
tho moonlight; but thoy listened attentively whilo we held
a shord servico and wo hopo that our constant repetition and
rraple languago left something of $ho message in their minds and
he =ts, Liaaving All Rajpore wo traversed o beautifal section of
oountry watered by oloar fresh streams. On this trip we wers
again soparated from oar ox-oaré through sn error of the guides
and not only had to spend the night on tho bare ground, but went
huangry for a day and in no little anxiety about onr lost cart. As
we aoared Jhabua ihe country began to get hilly and broken again
and tho steop rocky appreaches to the rivor near the city were o
sovero strain fo the tonga. In Jhabum we were made thrico
weloomo. Tho Dewan bimself inspected all arrangements and
insistod on our being his gaests dnring our stay, sven our mons’
food ho provided, We explained to him our purposs in visiting
the state and ho made evory arrangement whereby we oould seo
the whole district to bost advantage. Ho introduced us to the
youung Raja who ssemed pleasod to meot us and hear of onr work,
When we left ho provided us with a mounted guide who remained
with us through tho rest of tho trip. From tho Dewan we
learned that the Bheols had boen guite subdued bnt not civilized,
thoagh several had beon oducatod and we onrselves eaw some of
their boya in the sobools. We oonld gather from what ho said that
uotil the hoart was roached and higher motives implanted the
Bheel wonld romain the wild man of the woods. It would bs
tedious fo tho reader to describe the rest of our trip. Under tha
caro of Jhabua's sowar wo no more lost oor way, thcugh we
{ravollod some roads that made me very much afraid for the
horses and tonga.

Jhabua ia not asrlch a country as Ali Rsjpore nor as thickly
populated but it preconts geveral advaniages as & mission centre.
It is healthier being at a higher altitude, and is on the ronto of
tho new Government road which when completed will bring the
towo within 8 miles of the railway at a point ayme 50 miles east
of Rutlam It wasfrom the next station to this that wo finally
took train bome after visiting Rumbapura and Thandla the
rosidonoos of the two northern Thesildsrs of Jhabua statz,

Much might bo said of what we saw and heard thst wounld
prova of groat interest but my letter is alroady too long. Every-
thing pointa however to the {ime having fully arrived whon this
work should bo takenup, Tho country is being opened and roads
buils, $ho Agens in {riondly ag are also tho Dewans of both states,
who duaring tho minority of their respoctive Rajas hold tho reing
of power. Moreover it will not be long before tho ocuntry is
invaded by Hindus .- the Bonya money-icader and she Brahmin
priest. If wo do not take up the work it wili be lofs to the Roman
Catholios and what littlo belp can be given by sthe missionaries in
Gaojerat. In the two siates of Jhabua and Ali Rsjpore alone
there are over 150 thousand Bhoels and not less thad 50,000 more
in the smaller states. This groat people ig still un-Hindaoised and
in their aboriginal simplicity presen$ an abundant oppertunity
to the Misaionary of the Cross. TWho is to bs tho pionser of our
mission in this work wo do not know but ho will soon be chosen,
and I trast the prayers and interest of cur Church will follow him
to his fleld of difffonlt though promising Iabor.

Yours faithfally

Nhow NXov, 141h 1895 - Nomuax H, Rossxry,




