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Unitcd Pi'csbyterîan and the Free Churches. As far as spiritual objecta are
concerned, there is no occasion for thia union. At present there is nothing
to hinder their joining in any plan to advance the intercats of Christ'a king-
domi, and while separate eacli can net with more freedom and effect than if
obligced to conform to the instructions of the rulîng spirits aniong them.
Some may imagine, that if united the-v would hold a higber and more poverful
position, and be more useful. 1 greatly douht thcir increased usefuiness in
spiritual mattera; but, to be sure, wvben acting with combincd powcr, they
would bc ftir more formidable in social and political affaira. IDon't delude
yourselvcs with the idea that they would nover condescend to corne down
froni the high altitude of the spiritual to the lower regions of the oarthly.
We have had some sniali experience of this already. Scotch Membera of
I>arlimrent have received the mandates of an occlesiastical combination, cm-
bracing leading- men in different churches, thireatenin g them th At, if they dîd
flot Vote and net according to their dictation, thoy would take measures to have
thini turncd out of office at next election. I have heard, though I don't
knaw whcther iL is truc or not-- hope it is not-that there is an agitation
in our own body in England for the purpose of' proventing the election of
oecry candidate who will not support the Yoh.untary principle. This is just
an indication of the ecclesiastical spirit, though it will be less formidable
amongr independent churches, where each can only answer for itself', than if it
were the utterance of a court representing two or thrce thousand ehurches.
But as long as the Christian Church is sufficiently subdivided, none of iLs
sections will be very formidable as a worldly power, while eaeh will have fuîl
scope for the exercise of their funetions in their proper aphere. WTe have
reason to bless God that tlie trutha of the Gospel are as purely prcached in
other denomuinations as in ours; nevertheless wu hold that iL is advantageous
to ail sections of the Chureh that. Congregationalism sliould bc niaintained
and supported. When some powerful proprietors have endeavoured to appro-
priato an open common belonging to the public, we have admircd the patriotisma
of those who have struggled manfully and successfully for iLs being kept open
for the benefit of t'ne in habitants, that they may enjoy the blessinga,, of f'ree air
and hecalthful recreation. ]3y the efforts of the Union formed this day, 1 hope
Ébat the hecalthy common of lndependency will bc kept open in Glasgow, and
that not only those who are immodiately conneeted with, iL, but that the coin-
nu-nity at large will derive inuch. benefit frotu thi, purity of its atmosphere,
and the excitexuent iL affords te wholesome exercise, and the free use of their
rcasoning and moral powers.

Christmas-and the New lear bring withl thern but littie religionsad
ecclesiastical intelligence. ParliaýmentL'is net sitting; there are no public
meetings of importance; and the newspapera complain that they find diffieulty
in filling their columns. There is nothing to record of înuch interest te our
readers. The liberation Society and the Church Defence Society are each
organizing their forces and gathering their strength for the next FParlianien-
tary campaiga . tc one deterniined, e6arnest and confident of success; the
other jub-.1aut over the reaction of the past year or two, and anticipatîng ils
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