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the steel tubing, on: which « duty of ifteen per cent. was paul. ’

The duty on the sted balls and other tceessories was thaety
per cent.

Siv Richard Cartwright, who had heen exaninng the tigures
i a blee book, remarked that the avernge atue of bicyeles

wsported in 1895 wasy 20, M Thomas teplied that the

wheels were of & poo  quality and that they were nvoicel

flones than they were soid for in the United States.  He sanld
that inst year Lozier & Co. turned aut 3,000 wheels, M.
koaus mformed the Commissioners that the Evans & Dedge
tctory had tarned out 1,500 wheels,  They had auede <hp.
ments of wheels to Bogland and to South Africa. M.
Inomas stated that his fiem had sent o shipmeat to the Cny
<tal Palace BExhibition at Luwdon,  Nothing of consejuence
| nad been done, howerver, in tue line of exportation.

']

LADILS WHITEWEAL,

The manufacturers of shirty, shive waists, blouses, collars,
culls and underwear were represented by Mosses, W, . Gale,
A. A, Allan and 1. J. Caulfeild.

Mr. Gale read a typewristen memoranduin setting forth the
vondition and requirements of the trade.  The mahiiity of the
Canadian  manufacturers to wompete with  Burepean and
American producers was puinted out, and the reason alleged
therefor. Tt was said that raw material and labor cost lessin
Burope, and that raw material was cheaper in the United
States than in Cauada. Cottons were from twenty five to thirty
per cent. cheaper in the United States than in Canada, suai thus
te American manufacturers werd enabled o sake s slaughter
market of this country.  Another considermtua, whith was
mentioned was that the season in Canada began s-aly two
months Jater thau it did in the United States.  T: Euwope
woth capital and nachinery cost less than they did i Canada,
In Europe raw material cost on an average 273 per cent. Jess
tian in Canada, and skilled labor less thaun onc-half the cost
m Canada.  The United States manufacturer as svon as the
season there was on the decline sold his surplus stock 11 Can-
ada for any price he could get forit. Were it not for the
uniair competition of the Umited States in the line of under.
saluation and price-cutting, the Canadian manufacturers could
keep their factorics running siv weeks longer in the season.
The retall selling price of shirts, shirt waists, blouses, collars
and cuffs was stated to be lower in Canada today than ever
before.  The present duty on shirts costing more thun 23 2
dozen is St a dozen and twenty-five per cent., while on shives
n.es. 1t1s thirty-five per cent.  The deputation asked thatthe
33 linitation be struck out, that shirts, including shirt waists
and blouses, be made §1 aderen and twenty-five per cent,
that. collars Le placed at twenty-Tour cents a dozen and twenty.
five per cent., and that a duty of twentyfive per cent. and
twenty-four cents a dozen be imposed upen cufts.  Mr. Allan
asked for an increase in the duty upon the fimshed preduct
and a deerease of duty upon the raw material of a new indus.
try which the manufacture of sewed cotton cluthing, includ.
ing ladies’ and children’s underwear, which is at present pro-
tected to the extent of 323 per cent.  The average tax on the
mw materinl used is 283 per cont., which being deducted from
the duty on the finished article, leaves four per cent. prowction,
which Mr. Allan said was not envugh to enable the Canadian
manufacturer 1o hold his o= n against the American competitor.
He asked that forty per cent. be levied on sewed cotton cloth:.

THE CANADIAN MANUFACTURER.

ing, and that the present duty ot thirty per cent, on embroi
deries be reduced to twenty per wean until such time as Swisy
nnd Hamburg embroideries were munufactured in Canada,

[t is doubted if Mr. Gale was coriect in stating that cottons
ate from teenty five to thirsy per eent. cheaper in the United
p States, end in Burop, 274 per cent. cheaper than in Canada,
spar whih supposition Mr. Allan ashed for a rveduction of
duty upoen what he denvminates his raw material. Tn this
respect these gentlemen do not seem to be quite willing tolive
and lev Haeo Tt is o mistake, too, to suppuse that reducing
the daty wil encourage the manufacture in Canada of
crubroideries.

DL GUODS IMPORTERS AND SOBBERS.

A large deputation appeared befere the Comiuission, repre-
p sunting the wholesale dry goods trade,  These gentlenen had
| some complaints to advance for considerntion, and it was
understood that the Commissioners were anxious to take
agvantage of their views on the subject of articles munu
factured in Canuda as well as hmported articles.  The
customiry question was put as to the press, and was answered
in the negative, which meant that the press representatives
remained outside the council chamber.

The importers present were unanimous in protesting
agiinst an imperfection in the administratiou of the customs
law which permits rvetail dealers in small places to obtain
their goods at a lower rate of duty than they in Toronte ean.
It was ponted out that the existence of an uunecessurily
large nunber of ports of entry accounts for this. The Col
lector an smadl places has been asa rule appuinted wmore for
political ssraces than for any business qualification, and that
his capacity as an appraiser is nccessarily limived.  The
wholesale men  have frequently  found  cases — somutimes
accidental, sometimes, it is believed, intentional—-where somne
of their custowmers bave by this means secured goods at a
iower rate than themselves,  'They, therefore, asked that the
policy of the Govermment be rather in the direction of Jess-
caing the number of ports of entry, so that equality might be
secured.

So far as their own import traide was concerned, the whole.
sale men were not particular whether duties are lowered or
not  They did ask, however, that if there is to be a lowering
of duty, that the Government will be good enough to protect
the vetail men from loss.  These retailers Luy in Felruary :
their stock is not sold out until July. 'The deputation, there.
fore, desired thac if the change iy advocated before Fuly it do
not take effect until that date. Of course if the suggestion
be brought down in July it might take eflect at once.

Uu the subject of Canadian wanufactures the delegation
were not unanimous, all shades «f political opinion being
represented.  On the subject of cotten manufacture there
. was, therefore, no definite vpinton advanced. The vemarks
indicated, howerer, that while the gentlemen preseut would not
assuine to possess technical hnonledye of the process of manu-
facture, they were prepared to believe that material alterations
wight be made in the duties.  In any event they were pre-
pared to suppori. the Government incotar as possible removing
taxation from the consumer, where deserving industries wonld
not Le crippled.  But they did not desive to have inferred
from this that they favored extenondinary solicituwdo for
industries that had failed tw prove their claim to existence ay
against, reasonable competition.  They also advocated that




