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IN ai r£eett addrewdhie before
titi the4i le Vîilosofflical Suoiety f Glasgow,

Yiro iaurd. oit i 2ti Fciîruary,by Mr. Satiii Nfavor,
Iii l... ie said lte causes of fire frot cectric liglît-
iîîg tttay it divi(lcd itîto tiîrcc categories. itI. Timose
wvhiciu arise front defective or utîsuilahie tîtaterial. 211(1
Frotîx defective arranîgceent or workitsiip. -,rd Frott
accidetnt to, or ili.treatiitett of, lte electrical apparatîts.
The titateriai tiscd sitild iii ail cases be of the best,
andcinglat ta be sutbiîtittecl, before tisittg, te a qualitieci
persoît. Wood casintgs, atic porcelaiti switciîes, atio
fuses, coîîîîttotîy ttscd, are utîtsuilcd te aiiy buildling
wliec a (lait attnosplterc prevails, sticît as breweirics,
distîieries, dye btouises, authe li ike, anid siioîtd be
coîîdeîîîîîd. As lte cîtief causes of elcctric fires arise
frotît defective arranîgemntit aîîd bad workîtîatîisltipi, il is
in tixese inatters that lte grealest care bltoutid bc exer-
cised. The hcss te iitutîtber of fuses, lte be1?er ; isolated
fuses shouid be proiiibilcd -%Yitcre pos-sible. Protectiotn
front lte risks of baci workîtîaîsitit oiîly 1e .sectrcc
by a systeittatie inspectioni. Tire lecture4, stated ltaI te
probability of a lire arisittg frotnt electric tvirittg pro.
periy dontc %vas extreîtîeiy retîtote. l'le uise of a catit-
bin-ation service, of gas aîîd eitctric fitthtgs Sltouid, ltow-
ever, be eîtîpliatically proiîihited.

Tin: distributioni of te deposits it
Iai< goverîttîtetît savitîgs baîîks shows

i>*lf.I%. sorte rcnîarkalle conîtrites. The
total antounits ield ut lte six Provinces wlîcre tiîey arc
in operatioti accordiitg te last officiai relmurt wcrt: as foi-
loiws.
Ontirio ......... S545t426 Nova Scotîh...... ... $6,717,398
'Mtanitoba ........ 697,137 Ncw llttnsitick ....... 6,197,827
lritishi Columblii.. 727,913 P>. E. Islinti.......... 2, iS6,325

Toalis ... Si,9;o,476 î,oo

The differentce betweet lte tiîree wvesternî Provinîces
and te Ilirce E asternî oxtes is very great. Ii lte for-
nier group Itere are oîîly tliree offices,--Toroitto, Wiît ii-
peg, Victoria; ii lte otier group lucre are 33 Offices
opent for Iliese deposits. The cities of Hlalifax vith
$2.556,577, aîîd St. jolin, N.B., witit $3,S55,62î, have
by far the largest ainouis lieid at aty ont, point.
Whiie il is gratifyiitg ta sec so utuci mnoite:* saved
up by the people, il wvoid be niore se 10 sec it beiîtg
absorbed for capital iii furthcring commnercial cii-
terprises. Tite proportiotn of deposits after nttoice lield
by the batiks, conipared with tîtose in lte govcritiitt
savings batiks iti thiose si-, Provintces, are as foilows.
Il must, htowevcr, bc renieitt bercd lta lte batiiks- classi-
fied as " Onîtario" iin lte officiai baiîk returîts iticlude
their Montreal branches.

Ontario .......... ............. $47,7SI,42o
Mfanitoba...................... .........
British Coluimbia .................. io69,007
Nova Scotia ..................... 13,001,233
Ncw 1rnnsmick .................... 1,3,S7»125
Prince Edward Islanîd................ 91,171

$63,329,876

$545,426
697,137
727,9l3

6,71 7,39S
6,197,S27
2,I86,325

$17,072,026

In proportion te tile capital of thle batiks lthe Govcruî
ruent deposits iii thec Maritime P>rovintces and liritislh
Columbiia ire a higlier percentage lthai the deposits ini
ilie atiks, wliei the coitiparisox is iiacie for lte wvhole
Domnion.

TITE TOIRONTO PIRES.

T>Ioroitto lias becit visited witli another disastrous lire
iitikiiig tlirce inside of two iî:oifflis, the worst feature of
tiiese catasîropes '-eiiîg, tliat so far as fire protection
goes, there is ntîohuîg te pre veut a repetitioti of such
coniflagrations at any montent. Ilrcviuuts t0 titis year,
l'or otite wtas iii tie habit of sticeriiig at Montreal,. boast-
iîig thiat we intist 'learît of thitn liow to grappie with
anid extinigtiislt fires. Iideci.so inflated and puffcd up
willi pride liad lte Qucen city beconie, tlint iiot only
dici lier iercliatîts and properly owners grumble
lotîdiy at the iinoderate rates charged by the extor-
tionate (!) itîsurance conîpatties, but sonie of the aider-
mii heiiig roused te the fact flit they tvere bon
tîîiderwriturs, anîd kxîcev a greal deai more about fit
iitiramice thait the coipaffies preteîîded to know about
beef or lanilb, detertiiicd thiat Toronito shouid do its
own iîîsuraîice, atîd set to work tipon lte Bill given iii
our hast issue.

E xperieiîce is a liard task-iaster, ani the atiser it
lias giventi 1 the forcgoitîg bonîbast is flhat Toronto lias
oîîly scwid rate village appliances to cope with te
fire lizard of a large city. In Jîtne last ;e gave soute
staîistics siîowiiig (t) lte fire protectioni afforded by
seventect "Ainerican chties (itciudiîtg Montreal and
Torontto), atîd (2) te rates of insurance clîarged iii
cacli of titese cities upoti leadiîîg wloesale aîtd retail
stores. To axty persoti %vlio xvill takze te trouble te
nîakf lte coitiparison, il wvill be seci ltaI as regards (i)
fire protectiont, Torontto is tue most deidcîent; whtiieoît
tîtriig te (2) rates, we fiîtd fliat on our wviîoiesale dry
goods te charge iii Torontto wvas *6o per cent., or lower
thait aîîy of lte ollier cies ilanied, the average of
tue seveittecît beiîîg S83 per ceitt. Oit retail dry goods,
Toroîîto's rate %vas *75 per centt., thiere beiîtg only lîvo
otlier cities as lott', aiîd te average of the sevenleen
beiitg -96 per ccitt.

As lte price of land iii a city increases in value,
itigiter butildinîgs are erccted, aîîd of hale years Toronto
lias lîad several seven, cigiî, and evet .ninte storeyed
blocks put up, j ust as we bave lind in Moittreai ; but
altitougi our city caiîttol lay dlaim ta extravagance in
ils impjrov'eîteuîts, stili it lias added to the si. and
iiînnîber of ils tva'%er miainîs, it lias purchtased extra steani
fire etigittes anîd a water towcr. As agaitist this wvhtat
lias Toronîto dotte te keep pace with her growthi
Froiti figures before uts, we reply :absoluteiy nothting ;
sie lias trusted blindiy te lier good luck, and it lias
becit proved Ilîrce tites over hateiy, that wien a fire
obtaitis a fair iîold it a building over tlîrce storcys luigi,
sie is absolutely powcerless t0 cope wvitlt il. Motitreal
for its size is by ito tîteats too, wcil equipped iili fire
protectiotn, aîtd in soute respectsis stili belhuuid severai
ofte cihies naitîed iii ouir issue referrcd 10; but the rates
tèere are cotisjirrably hiiguer than those in Toronto, sO
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