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IN X@VA SCOTIA AND THE ADJOINING PROVINCES. 2

:::ut;urrﬁpets of silver, of a whole piece shalt
or the - them ; that thou mayest use them
o e calling of assemblies, and for the
J' oumegmg of the camps.” And again: “ The
‘-l'::l oetAaron, the priest, shall blow with the
you Pets, and they shall be an ordinance to
Agai or ‘e‘vz‘ throughout your generations.”
i Iso, in the day of your gladness,
nings O)f[our solemn days, and in the begin-
mpetsyour months, ye shall blow with the
the oo 1;)\'81‘ your burnt-offerings and over
they ma ges of your peace-offerings; that
your G g’d % to you for a memorial before
trumpeton, In “the time of Solomon, the
ty. Ezras Increased to a hundred and twen-
instiution and Nehexm'ah also restored this
Peters join"(ll all its ancient glory. The trum-
Praising Ged with the other performers in
In the (em °] upon gll manner of instruments
tion of th Ple worship. 8o that the institu-
COmmence trumpets is to be viewed as the
andeq €ment of an arrangement which ex-
¥OMer ’E“nde_r David, Solomon, and the re-
and vocafrx? ul:it: a vast choir of instrumental

h .
con. d:csb:flvwe of God seems to have been

without much instrum i
: ental aid
::ipt teh? trumpet, and probably the cymbal,

: Period of about four hundred years.

u i :
ent:ig :h;iopgr{od, the dissensions among
‘gularity 1n th: In the way of order and re-

service of song. As the his-
tor . g 8 the his
ianrl:h,f{ brief, however, we are not to
made of th ough there is no express mention
Service ‘t}se of instruments of music in
€ o e?t?d’ they were not used. Such

: ormers as was introduced b
avid y
» could not have been procured without

extensive previ
A revious ivati
i8, reference cultivation. As proof of

8, w may be made to 1 ‘Samuel x.
(:om:l ::;e Saul 18 told that when he should
mmpany‘t)fc ertain city, he should meet “a
bigh place wl;:l(:phets coming down from the

Plpe and 4 harp u’&:leter y and a tabret and a

‘Proph ; them, and they shall
Ka Phecy.” It thus appears that they were

In the “gchools of the pro-
w°ﬂe colleges where promising
phets. Sre taught by one or more pre-
Prophecyin S Instance, we. are taught that
sacred tp, tl%"or the utterance of solemn and
to the pro.ph:::sthat poetic diction common
Spirit of sny under the guidance of the

eprived of it[;lratxon, was not considered as.

orce, and far less polluted, by
strumental accompaniment to

he- and variable voice.
dently tt;‘ge of David and Solomon was evi-
among tlf golden period of puetty and song
eir gre te Hebrews, as it was the time of
Mmentons Blest renown as a nation. The mo-
and con ncidents of that time—their wars
“, por (?uests~the1;- sufferings and success-
mijnd, uced deep ‘impressions upon their
i mey 3ud called forth corresponding echoes
odeg. 1) Brand historic poems and feeling
» 1 which the devout mind gave utter-

1€ use of g,
aid the Wea)r;l -

ance to lamentation, hope or joy. Amid the
turmoil of a life which was spent under per-
secution, in war, in victory, In banishments,
and often in grievous straits, the great Psalm-
ist David comforted his soul in the composi-
tion and use of odes which remain imperish-
able monuments of his piety, genius, and
Divine inspiration, and form the prayer-book
and hymn-book of the Church to the end of
time. Were they only sung as he and the
ancient church sung them, in the very words
dictated by the Spirit, and not broken up
into fragments, there would be no need of
liturgies and hymn-books filled with pieces
of questionable sentiment and still more
doubtful taste. Be it remembered that the
use of a good hymn of human composition
in private, or in a Sabbath School, is a differ-
ent matter from its use in the solemn servios
of a large congregation worshipping God.

Though the titles prefixed to the Psalms
are not considered inspired, it would be mere
affectation of scepticism to suppose that thosse
to which his name is prefixed were not Da-
vid’s inspired compositions. It will thue
appear that he is the author of a large part of
the Psalter. There is abundant evidence,
also, that he wrote and sang them with instru-
mental aid. It is not hard for us to believe
this, if one whose skill in the use of the harp
was so remarkable that, out of all Israel, he
was the musician who was selected to soothe
the disturbed mind of Saul. There is direct
evidence of this in many of the Psalms them-
selves. As, for instance, “ Awake psaltery
and harp : I myself will awake early.” There
is, indeed, direct evidence that all the Psalms
wera written and sung in this way. The
Hebrew word translated * Psalm” is “mismor,”
rendered in the Septuagint, “psalmos,” and
meansanode sung with an instrument. The first
meaning of the verbal form is tc sing, and the
second to play, according to Gesenius, the
great Hebrew lexicographer, and hence, s»
the word is used only ia the headings of the
Psalma, it is natural to conclude that it means
an ode so accompanied. That this was the
opinion of the Septuagint translators, cannot
be doubted for & moment. For the word
* psallo,” from which * psalmos” comes, and
by which they translate * mismor,” means to

{ay‘npon an instrument, and nothing elee.
Eet all who sing Paalms remember that,' whea
employed for praise as at first, and as in-
tended, they are most strictly and appropriste-
ly accompanied by an instrument.

The titles of the Psalms, which are hiostly
left untranslated, in our common versjon, in-
dicate the extent to which instruments were
employed in the singiog of them  These titles
are of great antiquity, 2s the Septuagist
translators, in many cases, did not appear te
know how to render them. Their historieal
Bceuracy is generally received. Many of
these specify the instruments with which they
were 10 he led, and the particular tune to be
used. 'The Psalms were thus solemn wdes,



