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GRAND JITFRIES AND) THfE PLEAS OF C11MINIS.

question is well worthy of attention. And,
since we are satîsfied that the administra-
tion cf our criminai law at Assizes and
Sessions can be made ]ess expensive te
the State, more convenient te witnesses
and ethers engaged in prosecutions, and
more effective for the conviction cf crim-
mnals, liy means cf certain simple changres
of precedure, n-e do net liesitate te suli-i
mit our ideas on the subject fer the con-
sideration cf aur readers. Some of themi
are doubtless weil acquaintcd with the
administration cf aur criminal law in all
its details ; while athers have enly that
general information on the snbject whicli
cati lie picked Up by serving on juries,
giving, evidence in trials, er wvatcliing pro-
ceedings in the courts. It is probable,
however, that the attentien cf feu- cf them
lias been directed te the varions steps liy
which criminals are brouglit te justice,
with special reference te their hearinc
upon the convenience cf persous concerncd
as witnesses, and upon the amount of this
brandi cf aur national expenditure. Wc
s'hall, therefore, describe such cf them as
directly affect the question liefore us ';and,
in doinig si), w-e shall restrict ourselves to
a description cf what takes place gencral-
ly, and shall net trouble aur readers witli
an accounit cf criminal. iaw precedure in
exceptional cases.

When a maîi is accused cf a crime, lie
is taken liefore a niagistrate, wlio hears
the evidence against him, and thon, ac-
cording te circumstanccs, eithcr dismisses
the case, deals witn it humself, or cexumits
the prisoner for trial at seme assizes or
sessions which xviii sliertly lie held in the
lieighbourhoed. When a prisoner is so
committed, the evidence against him is
taken down in writing; the written re-
ports of their evidence are rcad over te
the xitnesses, and the papers are duly
sitgned liy thora and liy thc ccmmitting
magistrate, and are sent te the assizes or
sessions at which. the trial is te take place.
These written reports of the evîdence
given. an the cominittals cf priseners are
called " depesitians," and we shall have
occasion te refer te themn again. When
the day hias arrived eri which the trials of
Prisaoners iit7th-e Assizes or Sessions are te
bêzum the Grand Jury appear in Court
au~ receive their charge, iii which any
cases likely te present difficulties are
iisuahly inentioned, and in which inferma-
tien and advice are given as te the prope.

method of dealing with them. At assizes
the charge is given liy thejudge who pre-
sideq iii the Crown Court; at connty
sessions, it is given liv the chairman of
the inagistrates ; and at city or borough
sessions, by the R-ecorder. W'hen the
Grand Jury have been charged, they re-
tire to the room set apart for thcir use,
and liegin to consider the Bis preferred
against the prisaners who have been com-
mitted for trial at the assizes or sessions
at which îhey are acting. It is their duty
to examine the Bill against each prisoner,
and to determine whether there is a prima
fulc;e case against him, which lie should
lie called upon to answer. To enahle
them to do this, thcy have power te cal1

and te examine the witnesses wlho are in1
readincss ta give evidence in support of
the charge.

The prisoners cannot lic called upon to
plead, until truc BIills have been found
agaUinst them and the court is, therefore,
obliged to wait until some ills have been
fouind liefore it can proceed with the trials.
When a. batch cf truc Bis lias been
brouglit into court liy the Grand Jury,
the prisoners against wvhoîn they have
been f. und arc arraigncd ; the charge.-

1against themi are read over, and they are
called upon to plead.

Those of them wlio plead gulL'y are,
if they arc old offenders, tlien cailed upon

ito plead- te counts of the indictments
which charge previeus convictions. And
if a prisoner, against whomn this cliarge '1s
made, deny that lie lias been previously
convicted as allcged, the jury arc sworn.

te try thc question ; the necessary docu-
mcntary evidence of the conviction is pro-
duced, and a warder frorm the prison where
lie wvas confined pursuant te it, usually
gives evidence cf lis identity, which. is
considered conclusive by them. Whebn
the pleas have been taken, those prîsoners
whe have pleaded guilty are lireught for-
wvar 1 and scntenced ; and the wvitnesses,
who have lield tliemselves in readiness to,
give evidence against tliem, are paid, and
allowed te go te their homes.

The prisoners who have pleaded not
guilty te the principal charges are thcn
tricd in their proper order ; and those of
tlier wlio are convicted, and against
%vhom previeus convictions are charged in
the indîctmnents, are thon called upon to
plead te the counts centaining the charges
in question. If any of them deny that
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