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ColuniUa Cornpanie8 Act was ultra vires in so far as it purporteci
to corapel a trading eornpany, incorporated, under the Dominion
Conîpanies Act, nith powers extending throughout the whole of
Canada, to take out a Provincial licence as a condition of exerciaing
such corporate po-wers in British Columnbia; and the Privy Council
further held that the power of legislstiug with referexice to the
incorporation of conipanies in Canada with other than Provincial
objects belongs excclusively to the Parliament of Canada under
o. 91 of the D.N.A. Act.

The ahove dMcsion was supposed to have settled the question,
until the Chiet Justice of Ontario refused to 6e hound by it, it
Currie v. Harris Lit.hographing Co., 41 D.L.R. 227, on thc ground-
in effect-that the Ontario legisiation iva- not in the sanie fonxi
as that of British Columibia, and lie distiguished the Ontarîo
case therefrorn.

Thon, have been several other clecisions which directly and
indirect ly licar on the points in issue, aniong theni Great We.t
Saddlet-y C)o. v. The Kingi, 48 Di..R. 386, 59 Can. S.C.A. 19,
but it is flot neeeffliry, here to go into these cat4es. An appeal waa
taken in Curie v. Harris îýithogrophing Co., and a nuniber of
other cases, to the Privy Council, being, in effect, the resuit of
six comibined test. eses representiig sonw 75 comnpavipo which
wcre doing business in Canada under Dominion eharters, and-
were taxed by the Provinces in which they operated.

The decision of the Privy? Coincil just rndered, and whieh
reverses the Suprenie Court of Canada, appearK to decide, in mhort,
that the Dominion alone ham power to incoil-orate companiet;
for carryiig on business in more than onie Provinee: th*it Provincial
incorporation is for local purposes only, andi that a Province
cannot exact the pavrnint of an imposition as a eouditiou of per-
mittiîîg a Doiiion cornpany ta carry on 1,usiniess in the Pro.

andwe eut annot. for non-payinent of a tax, pt'naize the corn-
pany l'y alstracting or sterilizing ite potwcrs; and what cannot,
hù donc directly caunot lie doue indirectly.

The citeet of the tax wvas to deter coiupaniies froîn
oübtaining lorrinion charters, %vith the consequent lts of fées
to the Yo.I ien and the gain thereof t'o the Provinces. It la


