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EVOLUTION IN ANNYOTATION.

liv IIEàýZRY Il F.%RNHAmm M.Lj.

-~A report of a iaw cws wlich makes no pretei;ioxî to being
anniotateci t"~ay is alinast as r.-re a8 was the case wliieh wah- an-
izotiited thirt>y-tve years ago. The theorýy st'einis ta pi-evait that
lAie duty of a reporter i,, îiot donc if hie inerely fuiînislies a Correct
teoli of tht' opinion witlh aecurate heati-notes, aclequate State-
îîît'nl of faetA, and i htipftl t'xt'trpts; fron Iriefg. Ilt muust, iii
addition, givt' the rentier eouwi atiditional lighit upoii the pro-

lems~ ,;olv41 i> h* ht ourt b% ret'erenee ta other eases in whiehl
44the' saie or siinilari probleins w1vre involvtel. The' Spirit wvhivii

aiîiiiatts thix atidit lonal iliatter is gooi iii ail etIseN~ anti When tht'
p lîation im- soit!. lar-ge]y ofasea its annotation. it is nleeets.

sary. W~hile a jutiieiki decitiion is tiow. as aIways, an application
otf a prineiple tro a given state of fiiets. the' iodt'ri lawyt.r is niot

sa -slt ith one' elutidation of the' prineipie. no inatter lio>

2'.aeciirate and profounti. but lie wià4hes to know how othler courts
hae.de.twith the' saine quemtioni, even w'lîtn lie Iiiîaself is cap-

able of discerinig the' principle anti rtasoning ta a proper eon-
elusion the question of its applicability ta partieular states ai
fact. If lie isti ot. eaprhýlle of thua retisoning as to pritnciple, lie
insists upon knowing the varions eoncçlusions, wthieh have het'n
reachiet in cases presenting similar facts, and to hie given tht'
opportunity of counting the decision8 tipon the respective sHies
so as ta kçnuw what the weigiît of the athority is. Mid ta this
kinoledge are, therefore. wecome ani' more or leus helpful, ae-
cording ta the fulluesa anîd accurary of the' information cou-
veyed. Ta iurnish these aida, annotation is furîxishiet. This is
of niany var'ieties and i naniy degrees ai excellence. That re-
quiring the leaist effort, andi enstitig the least tnaney, is composeti
of references to places wht're cah-es have been gathiereti either in
notes to other report:À; anti text-books, or ini digeqts. The value of
this annotation depends entirely upon the quality af the' work ta
ivhich reference is miade. If it is ta a careftilly prepareti and
exhaustive collection ai casa3 which are fully set onit, necurately


