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TiuE LABRAiDoR AREA.

By A. Il. Low, B.A.Sc., F.G.S.A. &c.

INTRODUCTION.-Dr. Daw~son in his paper, rcad before the
Ottawa Field Naturalists Club in i 89o, estimated the unex-
plored area of the Labrador Peninsula at 389,000 square miles
out of a total area of 5 1 uooo square miles, making it the greatest
uncxplored arca in the Dominion. Since that date %ve have ruîi
exploratory lines froin east to wvest and from north to south
throughi this great area, so that it is now divided into six smaller
arcas ; and allowving, as in the previous paper, that a line througli
any region gives a K-now'ledge of the country for twetyt3-five
miles on both sides of it, the total area is now reduced to less
than 200,000 square miles. At the least, wve can nowv caim to
have a fair idea of the climate, distribution of the forest and
soine of the natural resources of tl2is vast rcgion, and have found
that although poodr enough, it is flot the desolate wilderness of
-rock and snow which it %vas popularly supposed to be up to a
recent date.

Duringy the past five seasons it has been mny duty to under-
take explorations in the Labrador Peninsula, and the total
length of the surveys throughi the unexplored area is approxirnate-
ly 3,,500 miles, made up as followvs--Ii 1892, 500 Miles; in 1893,
700 miles ; il 1894, 1,300 miles ; in 1895, 400 miles, and in 1896,
500 miles. Muchi of this work wvas comntced far fromn railwvays
and civilization, so that the total am-ount of travel in caloes and
boats, or on foot, not counting railway or ship transport, amnounits
to upwvards of 8,ooo miles.

In 1892 I wvas assisted by Mr. A. H. D. Ross, and we started
froi- Lake St. John, ivhiclî is sil:uated about one hundred miles
north of Quebec city, at the end of the Quecbec and Lake St. John
Railway. From there the Ashouapmouchouan River wvas as-
cended iii a north-west course, some tw'o hundred miles to its
head, at the watershied dividingy the rivers Rlowingr south into the
St, Lawrence from those flowing wvestward into Hudson !'ay.
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