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1 the cultivation of land in America, its condi-
lion ariges from a vaiiety of causes, and very
fow consideratlons will enable you to understand
tow it has come about. If you ask youwrselves
w what class does the majority of emigrants be-
g ; you will have no difticulty in coming to a
eonclusion.  Look at the great crowds of people
who go from Ireland, from the lighlands of
seotland, and the hundreds of thousands pro-
ceeding from the great towns of England and
Seotfand—ask yourselves of what elass they con-
sst—-what amount of intelligence and agricultu-
nl knvwledge they possess; and in the answer
w this you will at once find the key to the state
of the land in the whole northern pait of Ame-
iea.  The people who first settled in America
tnew nothing of agricultnre, and their descend-
auts generally copied the habits of their prede-
cessors.  Thusit came that their sons knew no-
thing 5 out of the way of books—out of the way
of instruction, supposing them to have even read
tooks which gave instruction, they would have
made very little progress ; but we must suppose
them not to have had an oppoitunity of gaining
tnowledge and therefore iustead of advaneing,
they have retrograded in agricnltural knowledge
and practice.  Now, what has been their proce-
dure—by what kind of procedure have they
brought about the state of exhaustion to which
the svil hasbeen reduced?  Of course, in speak-
ing of the exhausted soil, I do not refer to the
srgin soil which has never received the plough
orthe spade, but to the soil under their cultiva-
fion, and which they are now exhausting.
When I tell you how the land is cultivated, you
will understand how this exhaustion has been
poduced. The forest is in the first place cut
down and burnt, after which the ashes are scat-
tered, and a crop of wheat and oats is sown.
When this crop is cut down another is sown ;
but they do not always remove the straw—they
do not trouble themselves with any manuve.
The second year they sow it in succession.
When they can take no more out of it, they
either sow grass seeds, or as frequently et it
seed itself.  They will then sumetimes cut hay
for 13, 11, 16, 18, or 20 years in succession, in
fact as long as they can even get halt a-ton an
anacre from it.  And you may suppose what is
the natural fertility of the land when they are
able 10 obtain as much as three or four tons per
wre at first and go on cutting it for 12 years.
They will probably have twotons an acre du-
fing a | that length of time. The land is then
broken up, and the crop of vats taken—then po-
toes—then a erop of wheat—and then hay for
12 years again, and so the same course is re-
peated.  Now this isthe way in which the Jand
i treated—1his is the way in which the exhaus-
lion is broug.t about. This exhaustion exists in
f\‘ova Scotia, New Brunswick, Lover Canada
in Upper Canada to a constderable extent, over
the whole of New-England, and extends into

the state of New York. The next inquiry
which you will make, is, what steps they are
taking to remedy this state of things? ~ Are
they doing anything to bring back the land to a
productive condition 7 aud, in order to do this,
are they taking steps to put any knowledge into
the Leads of those who cultivateit? Now, on
those points I am happy to say that { can speak
very favourably. They possess the spirit of
their forefathers, and having become conscions
of the state in which agriculture really is, they
are endeavouring to improve it.  But you will
ask what inducement have they to make these
exertions?  They grow corn enough—they have
uo waut of agricultural produce as we have ; but
when I tell you whatis the condition of New
England in reference to the Western States you
will understand,  All the new States—all the
virgin land, when it is cultivated, yields a crop
for little or nothing, but it cannot yield by means
alargecrop. Inthe State of Michigan, between
Lakes Superior, and Erie, the average produce is
not 12 bushels an acre, but it is got for nothing.
In New Brunswick, which is very thinly popu-
lated, I was told that 10 bushels an acre paid
well ; but the produce: is notlarge. In the Wes-
tern States they are enabled to produce it very
cheaply.

Mr Hay.—What was the value of a bushel of
Wheat 2

Professor Johnston.—At the time 1 was there
the price varied from 60 to 80 cents a bushel, 2.
e., 100 cents being 4s 4d. In the extensive
western states, and part of New Yerk, where it
is shipped to Eungland, the price varies accord-
ing to the distance. Now, the conditicn of
things ir the western States in relference to
England is precisely the same as the condition
of England in reference to the wheat-producing
countries of the Baltic. The condition of the
farmers is exceedingly bad, and in Maine, I was

-informed that they were all in a state of bank~

ruptey. The land is all mortgaged, which hangs
like a mill stone round their neeks, and is worse
even than the state of the farmers in this coun-
try. They are thus unable to compete with the
western parts of New York or Luke Ontario,
You have all heard of the funous wheat of Ge-
nessee, where the land is more feitile than in
any part of Great Britain, and I learned there that
they are layiug the land down grass, becanse
they canunot afluid to grow wheat.  As a remedy
for this state of things, they are establisaing ag-
ricultural societies in the different states, and
the legislature is providing funds to support
these societies, and for the diffusion of know-
[edge.  The ceatral Society is in Albany, and
to it the different branches send reports.  The
Leuislature publish these in one thick volame,

* and circulate 20,000 copies gratuitously thiough-

out the Siates. This ceutial society usked me
to give their annual address at Syracuse, aund a
course of Lectures before the legistature at Al-



