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cver-changing life of that great seaport woe the crowds of convicts borne
away by sea to rernote lands, whiere not a word reapecting faith or duty was
likely ever to reach their ears.

IPastor Ray suiccceded in gaining acceass to, tEe transports, and a kind lady
of Toulon f urnished 1dim wiÉli the nieans for distributing Testamnents arnong
the convicts at every visit. In this way hoe distributod that year a hutndred
copies. Yet ho was often discoiiraged, aud asked hiniseif if ail that lie wvas
dloing was not in vain. "0 f what use," lie 8aid, "«are those Testaments to
people who are too ignorant to road themn tinderstaudingly, and too hardened
by sin to understand if they could reaci 1 " Cotiiing home one day fromn one

jof these visita, lie sat dowvn in hie chair ovcrcoiue withi discouragernent, and
broke out wvith the lamentation, "Again a day lost, aud Bibles thrown
away 1 - But his wife cheered him with the words: "lYou are doing the very
service God rrquires of you. Let that be enougli, and l.eave it ta Hlim to
make sudh use of your work as R1e will."

Tee years later, ie 1874, Pastor Ray had hirnself gon e to New Caledonia,
in response to an appeal froîn a Protestant comrnittee in Paris, for voluin-
teers to cross the ocean and look after the .spiritual concerna of the convicts.
H1e succeeded in gaining their coi.fidence, and whercver hie -%ent they re-J

iceived himt with joy. In order to distinguish Iiix» from the Catholie père,
tfiey called him, haif in earnest, hiaif ini f'x, "lPapa, the good Papa Ray."
H1e did them many a kindly sarvi%;e, bringinq thcm from the town letter-
paper, tobacco, ink, etc. Whenever a scepticul Communist would say,

Papa Rny, 1 don't want either a Catholie or a Protestant pricat," he would
reply, 'lVery well :while 1 arn with you I will put the pýastor in niy pocket,
but you will surely allow me to bring you anything you need iroin the city'"

Iu rnaking a journey lie happened one day to stop at an inn for dinner.
Thle waiter, a ruiddle-age(i man, paid him. iarked attention, and, when he
rose to leave the table, addressed him with great respect: "lSir, arn 1 mis-
taken, or are you the person who, ton years ago, gave somo Testaments to
galley convicts oit board a transport àlhip at Toulon'?"l "Yes, I arn 1 he mari;
why do you ask 1'l" IlWhy, 1 was one cf those convicts 1 1 have served out
rny time, and arn now free. but have chosea to remain in tbe country. At
the tirne you gave me the Testament yon said, 'Tako this liook and read it;
you wili find your Saviour in it.' I diZ road it; I found my Savicur, and 1
arn a happy man. Let me tako your baud and thank you 1"

Pastor Ray was astonishod. So his work of Bible distribution had flot
been in vain ! The twvo men joieed hauds, ande with toars in their eyea,
stood speedhiesa.

OHEAP SALES BETTER THAN PIR0MISCUOUS FREE DISTRIBU-
TION.

So long ago as the5 year 1824, tho Rev. Dr. Steirikopif, one of the Secretaries,
in reply to an application frein Mrs. Elizabeth Fry, for a grant of Scriptures
for free distribution, wroto to that lady in these terns: "In general, wo have
found. chcap sale preforable to, gratuitous distribution, but if, in consideration
of all the pscutliar circurnstances of the above mexîtioned inen [of the coast-
guard], you should judge it most desirable to prescut the copies as a donation
to thom, yen are at liberty se, to do."

Nor haro the Committeo seen any good reason, in the sixf,'s-two years whicl.
haive since elapsed, to, alter thoeir viows on this suhjcct. A1 subsequeut ex-
j erienco, end the uuited opnof the Society's District Secretaries, its

The 11ev. Dr. Thomison, wvritimg from Constantinople, ou October 30, states,
with. riglit discrimination, the general dosirablenees of cheap sale-. rather than

unrestricted free gifts, in these words-


